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She'il tako ou dlesp't," said the man-.
sa'ilo sh will," said the trader, coolly.

The conversation %vas bocre interrupted by
a buisy hum11- in the audience ; aud the aluetio-
ineer, a short, bustling, important fellow,
clboi cd bis way into the croivd. The old
woinau drcwý% in bier breatb, and caughit
iustinetively at lier sou.

IlK cep close to, yeor mammy, Albert,-close,
--dey'll put us up togedder' " she said.

IlO, masmmy, l'in tiared they won't," said
the boy.

"Dey 11111,-- child; 1 can't live, no ways, if
they doii't," said the old creature, vohemently.

'f lie stentorian toiles of the auctioneer,
calling out to clo:îr the way, now anuounced
that tho sale was about to commncuce. A place
was clearcd, and the bidding begaîî. 'The dif-
feront moun on the list wove soon kunockcd off
at prices whielî showed n, pretty brisk dcmland
in tbe inarket; two of tliia feul to Haley.

"lCorne, now, youug- un," said tbe auctio-
neer, giving the boy a touch witlî bis hamilir,

"bo ulp aud show your springs, now."
"'Put us two, up togeddler, togedder,--do

please, Msr"said the old woxn, holding
Iàst to bier boy.

IlBe ofl;" said the isau, gruffly, pusbing bier
biauds awsay; you couic l:ist Noiv, darkey,
spriug ;" andi, with the word, ho( pashied the
boy toward the block, while a deep, heavy
gr-oan rose bebind in. The boy paused, and
lookcd back; but tiiere was se tinie to stay,
and dashiug the tours frin lus lar-ge, briglît
eyes, lie was iip in a moment.

Blis fille figure, alert liînbs, aud bright face,
raised as instant comipotition, sud lialf a dozen
bids siiiîultaucous1y met the car of the
auctioneer. Anixious, lialf-friglîtcned, ho
lookcd fi-oui side te side, as lie hoard the cat-
ter of coutending bids,-now, lîcre, now
tboere,-till tbe liamurer fell. Haley lhad got
huîn. Ile wvas puslicd frorn the block toward
lus new mnaster, but stopped ose moment, and
lookced back,, whon bis poor old notller, tremi-
bliug in every 11m-b, ht-Id out lier shaking
bands toward hlmii.

IlBuy mie too, Mas'r, for de dear Lord's sake!
-buy nie,-I shall die if you dos't !,"

" You'll die if 1 do, tlîats the kink of it,"
Widllalvy,-" nol" Andhe turned onhishlie].

The bidding for the poor old creature was
surninary. The mas who hsd addressed
Ilaley, aud mlio secîîîcd flot destitute of comi-
passion, bouglit lier for a trifie, and the spect-
ators bogan to disperse.

'Tho poor victinis of the sale, wv1m liad beeni
brouglit up iii one place together for years,
gatlîered round the despairing old motlier,
whose agony was pitiful to sec.

IlCould'nt dey leave me one? Mas'r allers
said I sholild have one,-he did,'1 shie repeatcd
over and over, in licart-broken toues.

"4Trust iu tlîe Lord, Aunt Hlagar," said the
,oldcst of Uic nien, sorroiwfully.

"lWliat good will it do ?" said slîe, sobbing
passionately.

"'Mother, motlicr,-don'tl don'tl"* said the
boy., "Ib ey Say you's got a good mnaster."

"I den't *trQ,-L don't caro. 0, Albert I
oh, n-iy boyl1 you's my I-ast baby. Lord, lîow
kcn Il"'

IlCorne, take lier off, can't some of ye VI
said HIaley, dryly ; Ildou't, dIo ne good for lier
te go oui thuat ar wvsy"'

The old mon of' thje coxnpany, partly by
persuasion aud partly by force, loosod the
poor creaturc's lsst despairing hold, aud, as
thîey led lîci off to, lier niew nuaster's waggon,
strove to couufort lier.

IlNow !" said HIaley, pushing lus three pur-
clisses to-other, aud prodîîcing a bundie of
lian(cuflis, whlîih ho proceded te, put on tlîeir
wrists; and fastening caci haudcuif te a long
chalu, lie drovo tlioni before busi to the jail.

A fcw days saw liaIt-y, witlu bis possessions,,
safely deposited ou ose of the Ohio boats. It
wa tbe commîencoenent of lus gang, to ho
augiuented, as the boat rnovcd on, by varlous
Ôthr nîeclandiso, of thîe saine kind, which
lie, or bis agent, had stored for liinl various
points aleîîg shiore.

Tlîe La Belle Rivière, as brave and beauti-
fui a boat as ever walked the waters of lier
namoiisak-e river, was floating gayly down the
strcsrn, under a brilliant, sky, the stripes sud
stars of froc Asîcerîca wNavi!ig sud fluttcring
over lîcad; theo guards crowdcd with woll-
dressed ladies aud gentlemen walking and
enjoyiug the dIcliUuifl day. Ail wvs full of
lifo, buoysut sud rejoicinig;-all but IIaley's
gang, wlio wore stored, witli otlier freiglit on
tie lowor dock, sud who, somneoo, did not;
sezu to appreciate their varlous privileges, as
they sat iu a kuot, talking te cadli other in
low toules.

",Boys, said HIaley, conîîng up briskly, I
liope you kcep up good lîeart, and are clîcer-
fui. Now, uo sulks, yo see; k-eep stiff upper lip,
boys; do wcll by mc, and 1l11 do well by you."

Tfhe boys addressod responded the invari-
able IlYes, ay , for ages the watcliword of
poor Africa; but it's to, bcoed they did sot
look particulsrly cheerful; tluey 1usd tlîcir
varlous littie prejudices in favor of wivcs,
isothers, sîsters, sud chidren, scen for the
st tiuiie,-a-nd tlîoug,,ýh "Ltboy tlîat wasted

tluom rcquired of tlîoîn zirth," it wvas not
instautly fertlîcoming.

I'Vo get a wifo," spoke out the article
enumeratcd as "Jolin, aged thirty," and ho
laid lus cbained baud ou '1'm's kuce,-" sud
sho don't; kunow a word about this, poor girl 1"

"Wluere doos sho five ?" said Tom.
"In a taveru a piece doivii bore," said John;

1I wisli, noiw, 1 cuZd se lier once more in
this world," lio added.

Poor John!1 It wcas rather ruatural; and
the toars that fel), as hoe spoke, came as natu-
rally as if lie bad becs a white man. Tom


