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Leslie was Bab's colipanion for life. After ia four yeurs aflerwards We find ainotheratnnuitysedond sea-side sojouriu, the bride returi4d ta a 'of the samne amount conferred up-on him, andpretty house of lier own, quite near to Chte the year follovting hie received the honourableandti ary; and Barbara wus neyer heard to coin- sppointment of envoy, along with two otherplain of finding ià duli or stupid, though umner gentlemen, to the repubic of Genoa, te man-does not last ail the year round with any of us.- age soute public negotiation, the nature ofCIambers'a Ed. Jour. whicb, however, ie flot known. A visit to
~ il U C R. taly, tbe landi of beauty, romance and song,C H U CE R.could not fail to produce the happiest effeot,

Bort Circ. A. D). 1328.-Died ORrc. A. D. 1400. upon such a genius as that of Chaucer. It
appears te bave been in the course of bis visit

VA mous accounts have been given even of the that bie met with Petrarcit at Padua, and'
place of Chaucer's birth; but he himself in learned ftbm him, as hie tells us himself, thé
one of bis prose pieces, bis " Testament' of pathetic story of Griselda, which be allerwards
Love," secime expressly to intimate that hie so beautifnlly versified, anid wbich. had just
was a native of London. 0f bis family nothin been translated into Latin by Petrarch-wbowbaeve ca besai tobe now. Sue died the followlng year-from Eoccaccio's De-
suppose him to bave been of noble descent; cameron. On his returu to England be re-
while othersJudging by the naime--wbicb, in ceived a. new mark of royal favour in the
old Frencht, signifies a breeches-maker--con- grant of a pitcher of wine daily for life, which
clude that hoe must have sprung from. a pIe- wa afterwards cornmuted for another annuity
bejan stock. A common tradition is that his of twonty-marks.Tesaeerbeotid
father was one Richard Chaucer, wbo kept a the lucrative place of comptroller of the
tavern, accordito to Stowe, in the Royal street, cuetoma of wool and bides for tbe port of
at the corner of 'kirton-lane, and was buried in- London. The dues and occasional perquisites
1848 in bis parish church of St. Mary Aider- of bis office, together withbhie previens gyrants,
mànbury, te whichhec left bis bouse and appur- msbaepocdbiacnieabe in-
tenances. Thé old editors of bis works, and come; altbough it is probable- that hbie biooers-
Most of the other writers who mention the phers bave greatly overrated its amneunt wTsen,
circumstance, tell us that bie wAs born in tbeý they state bim to bave been in the receipt of
year 1828. He certainly received a learned about a thousand pouiids sterling a-year. Noiredcaio, ni os peby suida n does the attention ho was obliged. to give to
of tbe IJniversities, but whether at Oxford or business appear te bave witbdrawn bim froin
Cambridge is deubtful. Most of bis biogra- the acquaintance of the Muse. In a very iii.
pibers make bim te, bave attended botb, as tbe tet'Osting passage of bis House of Fanie, bo
ensiest way of reconciling tbe accounts of dif- bas put into the mouth of the eagle, who aeta
ferent authorities. Fromn the university tbey a principal part in the atory, the following
transfer bim to the Middle, or, as sorne Wjll a, count of bis, own habita, wbich, frout the.
bave it, the Imuer Temple; but for tbe bele meto fbsreoi ,seems evidently te
that hoe ever was a student of law, there is refer to, this period of his life, durirtg wbich,
littie or no foundation. thoreibre, we may pregume the poem te have

In the. vear 186(7 an -ann,, ifo 20 -a-1.~ beon wrltten:
wus conferred upon Chaucer by Edward Ii.,
and, in the patent of titis grant, which bus
been printed by Rymer. the poet is styled by
the king valletus noster, or, as Mr-. Tyrrwhitt
translates it, Ilou- yeoman," a title given to
young mon before tbey were knighted. " lHow
long ho bad served the kingz," saya the writer,
Ilini that or any other station, and what par-
ticular monits were rewarded by bis royal
beunty, are points equally unkujown." be-
fore this, indeed, Leland andi his other early
biographers tell us that bie hati travellod
through France#and the low, ceunfries; but
for titis statement there seeme- to be ne proper
4wthority. Soon after bis return home, tbey
t.ay, hoe became page te the king; and bis an-
»nuity, it is insinuated, was bestowed upen him
i-- a ro'ward for the delight whicb hoe commu-
:cated te bis royal master b y the peetical
rFusions and, salles of wit in wbich bis genina
-eady distingulshed itelf. Wbether in titis
in sonne other way, he appears at any rate,

*have gradudllien in favr at court; as-

Il- thon hast no tidings,
Of Lovia folk if they b. gladtie
Ne of notbl,îg ei,. that Goti mte,
Anti fot only fromn fur countree
That no tîdifga cornè in to ha
Not of thy very neighbor
That tiwellen aimait at thydoors,
Thon heareat neither that ne hs
For whae thy labour iii doue is,
Anti hat matie ai thy reckonitîge
Inateati of reat, anuid of ne*~ tbmp,
Thou goeat home ta dhiue house anas,
Anti ail so dumb au any'@tan.,
Thau aittest at another bock
7111 fiully tiaisei àa thy look,
Anti liveit tiuu au an hermitf" &o.

Bis eat-ly biegraphera tell us; that, ho, had
long before titis United himself to Phillippa-
Rowet, the sister of Catitenine. Rowet, Who
batibeen breugbt over freut HalnaUlt' yKin
]Kdwtird's thfrd son, thefamous Je n of Gaeest,,
duke ef Lancaster, to heo ne of the attendmata
on kts momtesE4 Blanche, but wlie sooi becais


