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1, s gvinterfering largely with purely donomu *not prepared to endoree overy jot aud |
g’(’;}i”6}”]1(”’.@”}1”{191’5, national activity. On tho contrary tittlo of Baptist teeshing and uengo.

overy seet 18 puslung its own work, That they ought to yicll auything o
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liowover, that the desire for unity is:followship with any Chrislian who is orits promoters ero awara of the fuct or

not; but all movemonts which encour-
ago tho sludy of tho Biblo tend towards

Jry
R —

Philadclphia Letter.

The Philadolphia Baptist Conforence

is devated to tho furtherance of the Gospel
of Clirist , and pleads for the union of
all bohievers in thoe Lord Jesus an hiae-
wony with hit own prayor recorded in

and inculcating its own tenets with-the intorcsts of union is not, I foar, 1n
unabated vigor. If this scoms incon- any of their thoughte, Icount nmong

sistent with what I have written abovo my mnearcst frionds somo of thesgo:

tho seventeenth chaptor of Johm, and it finds an oxplanation in tho fact that  brothren, 1 mean to Le entirely ro-
on the basis act forth by the Apostlo aa yet tho rank and filo of the difforent ) apectful whon I eay that if the South-
Paul fn the following terma: ““1 there- | ehurches aro not groatly interosted in!orn Baplists aro willing to considor

fore, tho prisoned in tho lord, beseech

tho movement towards union. Ilere!the question of Christian Union on

union; ouo book omo poople. The,listened last Monday mormmg to a
object of the movemont is to get the | paper by Rev. R W. Patton, of Medea,
young peoplo ongaged iu activo Chriat: ' Pa., on the following subjoct: * Aro
;ian work.  We all know how' difticult . the Doctrinal Poutiona on Baptism of
it is for 8 young Christian to take part tho Baptiets and Disciples Approximat.
in a prayer.meching sorviee when |ing Each Other ?”

! fathers and mothers, ote., cto., aro pres-©  This ia tho Iargest conforenco of DBap.

you to‘\\-.\lk worthnly of :_lw c.ﬂling,nnd thore a voico lifts itsolf up from:nny other than a purely Baptistic
wherowith yo wure called, with all low.

i hness, with long sutler. ! ¥
li:l,m,:;;:;:;ﬁf; ';,0';:0&,0, ii:: lovo; Lbo leavon has not wrought any great,ready to beliove that tho prayer of
git:l‘g diligence to keep the unity of o chango ns yot, Lut it is cheering to:Jesus ia very soon to be answered. It
Cpirit 1 the bond of peaco.  Thero isikuow that it is at work.

ont, Thoso mcotinge overcomo that
obstazle.

tist ministors in the Unitod States,
baving & mowbership of ovo hundrod

| tho ranks, erying aloud “lot nabo one.”  basis I greatly misjudge them, and ami  Tho Canadian delegates were onter- | and sixty, and compriing some of the

 tained by the first Christinn church of | ablest mon in tho denowination, It
i 5t Louis. Deforo tho closo of the|was with no little intorest, therefore,

Avery |is as woll for us to faco tho fact that|meeting a vory hoarty voto of thanksthat I attended and obsorved tho

oto body and ono Spirit, even as also yo ! donomination is more than holding its {ail thoso who claim to bo advocates of | was tendered to said church. Tholspirit in which this queation was dis-
wero called in once hopo of your calling; owa, but the mighty passion for the:union arc not propared to adopt tho|mover said somo vory kind things of|cussed.

ono Lond, ono faith, one Lavtiam, one. conquest of tho world for onr Lord | only Lasis on which it is poasible.
God and Father of all, who fsoverall, {3755 Gl viet is welling up with fn-|  Yet after all tho fact that tho quos.
and through all, and m all.”=Eph. iv. creasing powe= iu the hoarts of God's tion s boing agitated is s most hopeful
.__l.f'.__. e+ ——eeme = - Deoplo, and is moving them in tho!sign, Tho fact th!?t tho Northorn
C - e in | dircction of united offort for & common . Presbyterian Assembly at its rocent
Trend ::!' RJ"%::?SS;Z&(:‘KM mfond. Theo fecling is growing, too, that | meoting was avxious that tho rovision
e n:_. fgreat and immincnt dangers threaten 10f their Confession of aith ahould
It is well nigh impossiblo for your:tho nation, and that theso caunot bo ' not present obsiacles Lo union is cauee
Cunadian readers to undorstand thojmet save by a united church., In tho;for rojoicing. Romo was not built in
presont roligious forment awong our’ South and Border States ten millions ; day, and Chriatiap uoion will not
people. Indeed tho situation is difli-: of ignorant and unchristinnized negroes : speedily bo accomplished. Tho pros-
cult of comprehension oven to one on|are o growing wonaco to the peaco of jcut tendency to keop denominational
the fie]d. ‘Tho onlooker can seo vari-ithe nation. In tho East and West, | poculiarities in aboyance, anl to e
ous and complox phasea of roligious | Roman Catholiciem is laying hier Laud ; phasizo truths about which all are
upheaval, movemonts that are often ion tho publio school systom, that jt|agreed will continne to tucreaso. The
opposite in their tondenoy, but theimsy bo mado tho ally of tho bierarchy, ; Disciples of Christ have scmething to

resultant of these can only bea matter| Both tho leading political parties aro
of conjocture, It is oasior to point out) friondly to the saloon. It is tho
tho indications of coming changos than j solemn and awful truth that thoe s3leon
to specify the actunl results alreadyfcontrols the logislation of the United
obtained. States, both municipal and national.

It noeds not to bo stated that tho|In tho faco of such perils, Christians
uppermost thought in the roligious
horizon is the unity of God'n people. 'church. The timeo is como for a holy
It is in the air. It finds uttcrance iniailiance. Hero and thero among all

overy religious convention. In somoithe denominational hosts voices aro]
form or other it pervades tho pulpit, ) lifted vp summoning God'’s peoplo to:

platform and préss.  Those who have | aeet the foes with an unbroken front,
been pleading for unity theso manyiand to give the world the crowning
years no longer feel oppressod Ly a|proof of onr Lord’s divino nature aud

learn in this direction, as well as their!

noighbors. Whon wo understand that
gomo things mosf.i-ﬁe::_rely belioved
fimong U8 are ae surely thoorips that
are divisive in thoir tendeney as tho

’theories of othor peoples, wo shall per-|
aro fecling tho weakness of a Jivided ¢ haps mako them less prominent in our! Carnival I thought I would consult o

toaching. When wo shall Liavo learned
that it ie far bettor to know wlom wo
have bolioved than what we boliovo,
our mission wHl grow clearor to our.
selvos, and therefore clearer Lo others.

Union will come, If not till wo are
gono, then afterwards, 1t ia Ged's

sonso of their peculiar and seomingly | 1pission in a united ehureh.
antagonistic position rolative to olher, Wo are not to suppose, howerer,
Chrirtian bodiea

own way to conver! the world. His
haud is dirceting the movomont and

They find thom-|that all who aro making overtures for; Wo can await the time of its consam-

your brothron, Tiicrois an offort boing |  Let mo say, in passing, that several
-mado to bring tho Convention to Tor-; promnent Baptist writers in and
i onto in 1892, | around Philadolphin have, of Iate, boen
* Woro you at the Sumuer Carnival? | taking advanced ground upon the sub-
I was. I wont toseowl -t a Carnival |ject of tho deeign of baptiawm, Among
was: about all 1 saw was a great!thieso may bo wontioned Dr. Russall,
erowd of people going bhither nudll!. Conwell, Dr, Stiflor and Dr. John-
thithor. Thon wo had eummer, thero' son, of Crozier Thoological Sewinary.
was no doubt about that, so I con:|Thoy kave been tauuted with showing
icludod that & Summor Carnival con-!a bias townrd “Campbollism.” Dr.
sisted in gathering, by nowspaper | Patton, who read tho paper, is of this
announcemonts, cte., togothior a great{number, Thoy frankly put such pass-
many peoplo in tho summer t:m&,agas as Acts ii, 39, Mark xvi. 1€, Acts
Then tho question arese in my mind!xxii. 16, at their critics, and ask what
what sould bo tho object of auch an:thoy are going to do with thew. Ogo
assomblago! Cortainly not the benofit - of thoso, authoritics anticipating tho
of thoso who camo. What thou?!chargo of horesy, thus declares him.

solve s in uvoxpected company.  Chrlst. | union rre proparcd to accept tho basis | roation. L.
ian union is no longer nn unpopular which scoms to the Disciples of Christ, Hopkiusville, Ky.

thieme, not are its advoentes any long:'to be the only practicalble one, The
cr regarded as unpractieal cranhe.,ovorture made by the Bishops of the- In and About Toronto.

Tho tido is steadily solting towards! Protestant Lipiscopal Chureh in 1887 —_—

union, Ono of the most significanl. was substantially a pzoposal to form  On the ovening of tho 24th Juno
sigus of thir is tho tono of the betterfall other denowminations into onoithero was held a mass meoting of the
clang of litorature, Through tho proslepiscopai body—in other words that;members of the Christian Endeavor

Why it was a gigantic schore gotton
| ap for tho benefit of the rmnilroads,
hotols, rostaurants, ete. A very
worthy (}) objoct indeed. Ilearing that
I might bo wrong in ray definition of

lexicon and see what tho loxicograph-
cra bad to say about it.  Hero is what
thoy say: Carnival, lit., solaco of tho
fleels, farowell to meat; a festival colo-
brated with reveley and merrimont in
Rowan Catholio counteios during the
weok bofore Lent. The ‘Toronto Sum.
mer Carnival certainly was not tho
first of these, for thore was no comfort
to the flosh in being jostled abont, with
tho tormperatire 00° in the shade, No
thero was no comfort init, I assure
you the dictiouary is wrong in that
meaning ; the seccond wmeaning, “a
farowell to meat,” I fancy is nearer
the marlk judgivg from the number of
gaunt individuals I saw; they looked
ag though they had abstained fron

is constantly pouring a vast velumo of [ all should becomo Fpiscopalians,  At: Sociclics of this eily, in tho Contral
Christinn thonght, which is giving : Fort Worth, Texas, tho convention of! Presbyterian chureh for tho purposo of
ovidence of a growing lovo of truth for ! Southern Baptists adopted a resolution | heariug tho reports of tho dolegates seny |
truth's owan sake. Tho growing wl-'-iuviting a conferenco of representativo to tho Convontion which mot in St
deney is towards tho suppression of | moen of all denominations for the pur-: Louis. The reports were in:erostiugl
tho denominational cult, and towards:poso of disenssing thoso doctrinea ofiaud encouraging, aud the dulcgatesl
the awnphasizing of univorsal boliefs. . tho Bible about which differing viows.succceded in impartiug somowhnt of |
Thero can bo no question that much ; are entertained ; to tho end that soiro : tho enthusinsm which thoy obtained in
has been mecomplished by tho great.common understanding might bo: St. Lonis, as was ovidonced by the ap-
democeatio movements which during:renched, aud union madoe possible. plause of their andionco.
tho past fow years have brought Christ- 1 Whilo I am in fullest sympathy with; Ono of the delegatos in his report
ians togother for united conference. the proposed couference, belioving that!said that at tho Convention groat stress
Theso bave given us au opportunity it would reveal a much mors aubstan.: had beeu laid upon tho fact, that the
10 kuow ono another botter.  Wo havo - tial identity of bolief than is supposed Y.D.S.C.E, movement wasa denomina
beon ablo to seo tho httlencss of wuch Lo exist, yot I do vot think it vucharit-i tional movemant and uot a non-do-
that keops us divided. In plauming ablo to say that the only basis of union i nominational ono as somo sooms fo
together for uniled work wo have which the Southern Daptists would maintain, that cach socicty should
leatued tho poseibility of union, What- [ aceept at present is the consont of all. propagato tho doctrines, and work in!
over may Lo tho final outeomo of such: other Lodies to becoino Baptists, Ifinccord with tho rules of tho church of
organizations as tho Christian Lu-ithe tono of ho Western liecorder, of which it forms a part. Now whilo
deavor Socictios, Church Cougresses: wluch tho mover of tho Fort Worth itliis is trae, tho movoment is not cou- |
clc., this much is certain, thoy have ! resalution is Editor, and tho universal: fined to auy denomination, it is inter-
beon iustrumental in cstablishivg n.practico of Southcru Baplists, aro to!denominational and as auch is accown-
Vetter feeling among God's people. o taken as eriterin, theso doar breth. plishing wuch good ; it is a movemont
It would bo incorrect lo aupposo,grcn have no eort of an idea of holding! tonding toward Christian Union, whoth-

that articlo of food and would likely
continuo to do so until thoy had ro.
plenished an empty pursse. Darl of
tho third meaning scoms to Lo applic.
ablo; thoro was cousiderablo ** merri-
ment and rovelry ” in some quartera,
but I failed to sco tho * fostival ” part.
Theunstoours being a ** Roman Catho-
lic country,” I hiardly know what to
say; thero aro so many conflicting
opinions roganling it; then, too, this
is not tho week beforo * Lent” |
think sir tho dictionarics aro altogether
wrong, and I think also that the
Carnival must havo been ** lont.”

Bwitzorland now conlaing in round
nurabers 1,760,000 Protestants, 1,200,
000 Romau Catholics, 8,300 Jowa, xud
10,700 persous who citbier ropresout
other religions or aro eutircly non.
religious. A cowparison with tho

records of former yeary shows that tho
Protestants aro gaiving upou the Catho-
lics, Tho samo thing is said to ba true
in Gormany.

80lf tema

I I am nct responsible. for what tho
Biblo ssys sbout baptism. I{ad I
been, tho lottor of it would have becn
much less comfortablo for tho followars
of Alexander Campbell and high
Churchmen genorally.

Mr. Patton, in his paper, proposed
throo general neads to show (1) that
tho Baptista have wade certain modi-
fications ju thoir viows of tho design
of baptisn; (2) that tho Disciples
havo, to somo extont, receded from tho
oxtromo position of Alevander Camp.
bell and the Roformers of fifty years
ago; (8) that these changos aro in the
direction of a unity of position on this
subject. A fow qnotatious from tho
papor will show the drift of treatmont.
Under tho first head ho cited tho Con-
fession of Ifaith and elder Baptist
writers to show that formerly tho
thoory of baptismn had Leon altogether
tho symbolic or sacramcntarian viow,
whilo in Later years it was coming to
bo regarded as having a more impor.
tant relation to remission of sins,
Speaking of the lauguage of the Cone.
fossion of I'aith, ho says :—

Wo find that tho statoment was

endorsed by tho leaders of our denomi.
uation in the days that aro past,

Dr, Carson says ;=

Baptisn washes away sing, not
becauso at is the Grat ordinance, but
Lecanse it as an anthlematical washing
of tho body with water. We wash
nnay sms n baplism jnst ns we eat
tho flesh of Jesusin the Lord’s Suppor,

De. Fraucis Wayland, ecprossing
tho views of Baptists, says:—

The person baptized abjures tho
world and ontora nto covonaut with
God—lo was dead in siu, ho is now
alivo nuto God.  This is what wo sap-
poso is meant to bo symbolizal in tho
ordinanes of baptism,

‘Thus in tho old timos it was all upon
tho Lasis that baptism is only a symbol.

{Continued on page 8.)
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