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arO nioved to atternpt reforrns, to purge out the old leaveni and insist on
reformning even the conduot of worship. These are God's checks of
apostacy. AÀ £ew meni nay stand as a barrier to arrest the down'iVard
niovenient of the Chiurcli, and turn the tide into pure channels. Crises
arise now and then -%vhich involve principles, and whieh way the cries
shall determaine may îuder God depend on one heroje- soul, who at the
the opportune moment speaks or acts. In the Oburch, as in the world,
there are always mny who will follow if some one 'iil lead. The out-
spoken conviction becomes the voice for the unspol-en convictions of thre
multitude; a-ad lie wvho, cWaes to do, imarsbals înto liue the host -wbo
wotild do if they dared.

The wrîter is not alone in biis experience as a pastor, ia recalhing at
Jeast 011e occasion in hi% ministry, when one interpid inan, breasting an
opposiing current that tiîreatened, to sweep ,rway cherished landmarks,
actually gave shape to tire wvhole future of tbat~ churcli. And no mani
can look at our curreîît history carcfully, without observing that an
evangelical pulpit or a thoroughly religjous newspaper is a bulwark for
thre ith as against the liberalisin sud laxity botir of belief and conduct
that thrcaten to, swveep away thre very Unes of distinction between religion
snd izîfidelity.

After al, if wve sttudy tire secrets of thA triumphs of faitir, tbey are the
sanie in ail ages. TIhey appear first iii character, in thre powver to perceive,
arad thre power te receive thre tbings of God; and then in conduct, in the
hieroic endeavor aud patient endurance, which belong Voail ol living.
Té every saint these triuinphs are equally open and needful, and saine-
tinues the suibtlcst temptation is that wvhich is the lest apparent. Pros-
perity ruins more seuls thun advcrsity, a-ai popularity is a worse suare
than persecution. It isu easier bo go to tire stake once for ail than to
bear a <lai/y cross wilhout Tnurinurng or fadtering. As D)r. John Hall
sys, «"There iii still room for heroes, andi heroe are stiil Nvanted."-Dr.
Pierson in Newi York, Observer.

Thre Siday Sciool Journal, exhorting, tire teachers froin the text,
(ixe yourselves to tie 'wark, lirus illustrates tire necessity of so doing:
"lYour lîiirbor, the gardeiier, lias fine réturns in tire autunin, but then,

corcsoniugtobi bi icane,~vatan uto her i! e puts tue,
puts iuscle, puts, inney. puts buiself, you xngtsay, into bis garden."
In tire Lord's viineyard it puculiarly is true that tire more one ptits Min,-
,Nely into the work the linier and larger returns lie lias. Thre sireafles
resuits of iniudi of the teaching in thre Suniday Scirool are due Vo the
fimot timat thre tcacirers put iinto their wvork littie tiie, littie care, littie
conscience, aud no lit-rt Vo speair af.

Tbey that are professors onfly, aud umake show of religion for sinister
enîds, aro like Orpali; in tintes of aîffliction they will iss tbeir mother,
and ire gone; tbiey wiil soon taire Icave of the chuircl of God. But they
that are true Cirristians, are like Rith; Vhey will cleave Vo bier, stay by
b er, live and die %vith bier, aud never depart froni lier, Ruthr i. 14.


