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SPE ECH-DIST ICT S.

We siid ztimi- at speech free frorn local
cofor. Adv-%oeitey of Lodoi)tîblii or t

a l xvieeels Sliîîdl r-a;S. D)r llod l c
erl,-)ooI, lias givii his view-s (ini?~e

~SpiW/Wt J 81, 195) on soite points:-
"The tintie lias goti by when any geografie. stan-

dlard of good fi *nglish wvas p)o.sibl. The best Eng-
lishi is that which avoids vulgaritis of evry clas
and GIVS FEWI:ST SIGNS 0F LOCAriITY. Careful
speakers naturaly strive te divest thermselvs of
vulgarisins and localisins. Hence ther is a con-
tinuai asiîniilating tendency in the pronuinciation
of carefi speakers,-a tendency which noverI
quiite fulfils itsolf, but whicli ncvertheles is now
thie actual, if finxperfect, standard of corect Eng-
glish speech. Linder these circutuistances any
local standard is sure to be false; and none more
s0 thaîti that of London, becaus no other place
has more pronoiinced or more abhorrent local-
ismns. The rea-on why London localismns ar par-
ticularly abhiorrent is that they pr îcecd front
below. Tihey a.r the ofspring of Cokny cortuption.
and hience convey sugý,estionis of vulgarity sucli as
ar net conveyd by the national localismis of an
Irishutan, a Suotsinan or an AiniericaiiL"

Exeludn g balitis, ther ar sonie dist-
ricts wherin prevails speech aproximatly
lunifori. 0f titis , L'loyd sayTS:-

''The largest oîocesbody of English pro-
iune a, io't which exists at the presnt moîieut is

tixat wilich extendq fri thte Ohio ilort}îwards,
cottfltilL, thirty ntilions oif speakers. The rîuxt,
les hio iioieiieo3. blt vcry diîsnguiishabl, is that
of the Skithern tas.The third, which also in-
cliffies iitmior v.1irietis is 'Northevii Eng(Iili edii-

cate spech xteniîgfrein a)otthe fifty-third
tii abien t the tf tv-fifth l)aralel of itorth lautiude.
Tholî Loiidonl arê-a1 conies ftonrtlh, and is in iany
ways untited to furriish the stanîdard of good
Englis.h slpechi. It is neitl1er central, nor hionte-
g1eneos, ilor stable, ueor prtupetideraiit."

('otisidlerin g the population nientiond,
tirtv i lions, Llovd m uist inian residents

ilor'tl or tuie latitude of (1in nai.ti ýat the
iiolitit1 of the Olo; or, in otlier words, tue
nortlî irii 1•iiite(lI~ae and ( aliada ( ?%, Mi
wv fiult lelt, exce P1t l>erliaps iii Ncýw Eii(,,--
fand, tiler is îenuilkabl ti fonI. lity f 'o II
I laI it'fax to Sanu Firaneisco, fi-oni AI,11tic te
Iaie fie. A Nova scloti i ina y travel a fui
%Vtie>I by fast e.Xf)1<'5, and, wv1leil î laals

nt( the Ohio ValY they came0 iiostly by way of
ew York aîld 1eîînsylvaniia [yet largely by Que-
ec and the St Labwreticcj, b)ringing xith thei
îo--rtherii dialeet and pushing the suthern type
oîl tinun.ly flirth.r Wecst."

WVe ar told thlat
"'New Etiila,,îd lias always had 1)eculiaritis of

És owni. lts rustic dialects, iiuîmiortalized by
..owel, ar siînply old rustic English transplanted,
~o a western soil; while Boston, on the other
-iand, lias been se scnsitiv to English literary in-
luences that its pronuinciation is to-day nearer
~o that of London in som-e particulars than that
)f Liverpool or Manchester."

0f the speech of the Suthern States we
[ern that it

"4apears to hav been the most stable. Lt has
striking" resemîblances te London-English of 100
or 120 years ago, and f or that reason is very mucli
les removed from our northern-Engiish than it
is front ordinary Londlon-Enqlish of the presut
day. The reason for its stability inay perhaps
be the comparativ absence of greatt citis, the eti-
(luet of a compact ruling clas and the nîarkt seg-
regatien of the lower orders. In London the
ceruittien ol lanliuagie scouts to proceed chietly
frein below."

DIALECTLES SPEECH.

A coniunication with the titie above is
in the Nove mler number of our polyglot
contemporary, Le JiutePlionetique (20 to
32 pages octavo monthly, il route de Fon-
tenay, Bourg-la-Rleine, Seine, France, 3
francs a year). The articl is by Prof. Xe-
witsch,9 Freibîurg, Gerrnany, with coments
by Father Sp ieser, Waldhambach, and by
Pr-of. Vitr arug t is a plea that, in-
sted of dialectie coloquial, standard speech
ho givn in Le 1 lhitre l->lwetiqîte--so !i-
portant that we quiote larg -ely froni it.. Il
the pag,,es of Le M<tître P-loietiùlie (May,
1S889), -ally secotided by Rev. J1. 1l. Kidder,
Owego, N. Y., we uro-ed this. The Eng-,ili
par-t oi Le' .lVuitl"e 1>/tonètuyuie lias nover
l)eon satisfactor*y, say <tliers. _Mr Kiddeu-
went 5<) far as, to saVuivlf En glisli is s5)okOil
so auyveeon the fac.e of the erti, 1111y
God liaiv 11oey on the place ani sebd ai
5(.o<)llllUtti!" In J1 ily, 1891, after 1)octor

ingti lîtwiit Mi fieet lia fii ivh t . *o f '- n e'1.1i foi Pl'''iin

'trt Wa-;hiin'totî's tiîîîe tîte riîin' dialect vvs fmon a niotice of hi beA/gnî t'rc/T uti'
thet siitlet'il, apud th1e liol- M1is-r:silmli v;ai ci roi 231Af-llt~Liaati 'k t1i *E u iii th e 11is t ilistai îve '' lie nootntnt ti ted sec iis solltewhal

~il te Ç, mtIl. Lhit Nvîii se.lr le a tii sIvtl . tua 11 a ~ rX e'l isi )iilpear ilre fre'

NI' 56.


