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the grave as I came by. Hie oughit to kznow
botter thart to forget past favours.'

'0Of course lie oughit,' answered Arthur.
«II don't understand hinm; hoe ray not hc a
downrighit bad fellow, as you. say, but bis
ingratitude passes my compreliension.'

And yet, Arthur, that sort of forgetful-
ness, or ingratitude if yoti choose to call it
so, is a deal commoner than '«e are, apt to
tbinkl,. Lookc at ourselves; are '«e grateful.
in everyday life-)Ye are al,%Yvays receiviug
favours?'

'Perbaps xiot; but-Frccmani-thinkl, of
p btn n xesd and forgetting the hast

wisli of a dying fricnd-think of-'
Freeman stopped Iiim by laying a firm

baud on bis anm. 'MNy dear lad,'' lie said
gently, 'youere on very slippery ground.
Excuse me, but I mnust say a word to yoit.'

1Go on,' said Arthur, somewvhat surprised.
If you've antigaantme, bave it out;

I hope I cau bcar a word from a fricnd.'
'1 amn your friend, voit spcak, truly,' re-

turned Freeman, ' and so I Nvill dare to ask
you-Arc yoit fot acting to a benefactor iu
the saie way as the man you blame ? You
are a Christian, ArthurP

'0 f course I amn,' the young fellowv rcplied
lhastily.

' A child of God, hiein of Ch)rist',, hinegdom;
H-e bias asked voit with dying lips to do a
certain tbing in7remnembrance of Rlm. H-ave
you (lonc it ?'

There wvas titter silence.
Thon the eider inan continued: ' You

acceptcd His favours, you proniised to obey
I-im; yet before your manhood has reached
mniddlce, you bave ceased to remember
your Saviour iu the way He Jlimself ashcd
Sou to do. Are you carelc-ss-, Aitlîur, or are
you ungratteftul.'

It N«as an uncomnfortable question. The
youing man tri(ed to parry it.

' Ah, you've caugbIt me there,' hoe tried to
say carelcssly; '1I know I ouglit, by rîglits,
to be a communicant. I did receivo twvo or
three times after my confirmation, but that
'«as some ycars bockc.'

' Yes, like Matthew, you begon '«cil. lie
attended to Mr. Walter's '«ishes for a few
months, and thon ceased to observe them.'

&'I don't think, yout eau compare the
cases,' said Arthur ; IlMatthew's charge in-
volved nothing but a little trouble tç> him-
self. Now~, to be a communicant bnings
gyreat responsibilities, and I couldn't face
themn.'

c'Why not ? Was it too much trouble ?
W~oîîld it cost you more pains and care than
you clioos-eto give?'

' No, no,' retunned the young fellow some-
Nv'hat imnpatiently; ' can't yoti sec, Fireenian ?
l'in not good enougyli for such hioly things.
I'm flot ung-rateful. Don't accuse me of
that. 1i wouldn'b lead a sinftil life, or
negleet Ohurchi, or bring shame in any way
on the namu of a Christian. 1 keep myself
respectable, aye, and religiotis too, no one
cau say I don't.'

IlI believe yout, Arthur ; but stili are you
flot in just tbe saine case as Cherry? Ho
is steady and bonourable, and does not dis-
g«race the name or inhieritance of bis bene-
factor, thotigh lio does negleet bis dyingy
coxninand.

IlDid 1 say the cases wvere the saie ? MINy
boy, yours is ten thotisand times the %vorst;
for yotir neglected fniend is your Saviour, to
'«homn yout owe a lifetime of service and
gratitude!'

Thcy '«ene close to the town now- no
longver alone. Thcere wvas no nccessity for
Arthur to answer biis fniend ; but the words
sankz into bis beont, and waited for hlm
ain in cacli wakzing, moment of the ni-lit

that follo'«cd.

(To bc coninucd.)
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