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A& PROPOSED ZOLLVEREIR.

T tias long boon a favourilo ides with some poli
tioling and writara in the United Statos, that &

mautfeet such a commeroial compact would be in.
Jurlous, that it sooms itko folly to gravely urge ergu-

zallvordin shonld bo eatered nto with this country. | UNtsagainst it,
Qur Americin cousing aro noted for liklog 8 gond ! all the oredit he ac-1s. But, as his business extends,

This {daa twas onanofatod by Xr, Horaco Grooley dure §
rooont visit to Montroal, and soveral leading | Dargsin,

ing his

Wo bardly think the propoaal
* basts

’ tha publio interests of Canada as a whnla ft fe an 'one'o poocuniary promises. A man tn busingss, come

moncing with possibly & very ilmited capital, gradually
onlarging his sphere of opurauons, may forsome time
appear to bo porfeotly solvent and bo abio to obtain

ap the ! es woro money passes through fus iands, and as, too.
glven above, to pormit our vossols to sujoy | he way fanoy ho {» makiag iarge profits, ho gradually

Anerioan journials, both of tho freo trada and protec- | h
tionlst sohools, sre vory busy at work adycosting it. | tho ©2astmg trade in oxchango for tho “freedom of 'hecomes extravagant in his personal expentes, and {n

Tho propossl {s 10 now ong, but it nover mat with | the Gsheries,” (8 guite tho falr thing. Great Britalp : hir mode of carrying on ins business. Ho 1akes more
favour smong tho poople of Canads, unless it bo | has jong permitted Ameriosn vosselato coast frow ope X mwnuey out of It fot his house or furntture, or clothing
among that InQnitessimal oumber wbo would rathor ¢ colony of hers to another sll round the world avd } for his family, than ho can afford, 1o pays too high &
scq British connoction broken dp thancontinged. Nor | OuT noIghbours ougut to havo returned tho compl: ! vant for his storo, has tvo many cterks, 1 o word.
1 it any woinder that Csuadians am opposed to 1t. | Bont long boforo now. Asta prototing the colon’ 8 | earvies altogother too mach sau for h1s Datlast. All

Such an arrangoment,
stauces, would be inimlical to the saterosts of tho Do-

minlon, and guits Incompatiblo with our prosent re. | Whoarotoncerned, and when thoy fafl to do

1ations to Great Britain,

What is meant by & Zollvercin? Tho namo 18 do- |
rivod from Germany, whoro all the different Statos gro | ‘deA from thei miuds,

npited togother commercially by & treaty or compaot.
By this compxot, there oxists-entiro treedom of trade
between the difieront States. whilat thoy havo a uni- |
form tarlfY on all importations from abroad  I'hisitis |
that the Americans proposo shali be agreed to be- |
twreen Canada and the Republio. The Chicago Tvi- |
hune, ono of tha strongest advocates of a Zotivere
enuncistes the following as a basis upon whioh the
agroement should be formed .—

1, An unrestricted freedom of trade in il tho pro-
ductsof thotwo countries; 2. Aumform tariff on sl
- foroigun imports; 8. Uniform internal taxation upon
tobacso and spirits; & Unmiform rates of poatage
« and no additionat charge on jotters and papers pass.
108 from ons oonBiry 1o the other; 5. The frecdom |
of the fisheries; 6. Freedom of navigstion, and the
coasting trade to vesssis of both countrles; 7. The
protection of the colontes from all raids and inva-
- stons, 8. The use of the military and naval power of
both parties to enforce tho troaty against violations.”

We wonlad say to our Amerioan frionds at once, that
aoything like the Germanio Zollvoreln between the
U 8. and Canadais simply out of the quostion. We
aro desiroug of breaking down the barriers which now
hamper our trade. But» Zollverein would be quite
inconsistent with our position as a colony of Great
Britain. It would be unfair and unreasonsbie to shat
British manufacturers out of Canada by high dutles,
whilst our neighbonss were let in free; possiby Great
Britain might permit it, for she allows hur depen-
doneles much liberty of action, but right sure ure we
that thers aro very fow of our people who would be
mean spirited enodgh to accept Great Britain's care
and protection, and, at the same timo, shut her out
from the same freedom ot trade wo accorded to any
otber power.

Besides this insuperable objection to o' Zollverein,
tho tarms spesifled above would injure, not promote,
Canadian intarests. Uniferm internal taxation—what
does that mean? It means thut tho heavy infernal
taxes which have been rendered necessary by the
rebellion, shonld also be placed on the bzcks of our
peoplo. How wounld they like that? Then thereis a
uniform farifonall foreign importations, YWhat does
that mean? It means that our customs daties shonld
be raized . from sn averago of 15 por cen toover &0
per cent! Bow would our people like that? Wears
eare neither our Parliament nor people would ever
agrea to such proposals, and foolish, indeed, would
thoy bo, ifthey did We do mot deny that free trade
with the United States would bave an important in.
flacnce on our intaresfs, for & time at least. Dot any
bencfits obtained would be dearly purchesed by plae.
ing such & load of taxation on tho dacksot our peo-
ple~ip short, the transsotfon would not pay.

1t is urged by some that g Zollvereln would open ap
plendid prospeots to the Dominfon. That 28 soon 88
heavy dufles barfed tho why of Brilish goods, snd
the wholo American market was opened to us, Cana-
dlan muuufaotares would tnoreass 'snd-dovelcpe with
amazing rapidity; Cansdian eolf it is tantained,
would beoome 1 groat manufzeturing depol for States
both fn thy csst and west We frankly admit that
manufacturers would be enriched by s Zolivereln, for
they would hamadiately find their- ocoupations enor-
mously protectod, 83 they o now seross the lnes.
But tho polnt is'uct would sach 2 imeasure beneSt
manufastarers~-but how would it offest the groat
mass of our paople? Vnders Zoliverelp suoh as the
Chicago Tridtine proposss, tho peopls of tha Do,
minfop gonexally, wosld not only trebls thelr taxes,

bat the gost of ovary erticle thay'consnmed, wonld bo |

dbundantly ablo to do it for oursolves.

at least under present ciroum- | from ratds and invasions, it ia tho duty of our friends | s be does, purhiaps, withuut any iotention of de
| to do that at all timos when it is American subjects ¢ frauding his rrediturs, but bio 18 sponding their moneys

it, woare | not bis own, and lie is robbing them just as suroly as
Ltf %o borirwed their money instead of goods and

The Amcricans might 28 woll dismiss tha Zollvera! 3 | squandered it, or as If he put his bacd nto their

moro thaa an 1dea, Those of them who really deslre
to seo ntornational Trade promoted. shonld urge a

new Jteciprocity 1reaty somewhat slmilar to that !

which we bad before. \Wo are prepared cither for |
Froo Trado 10 raw products or fn manufactures as |
well. Wesee it urged by the Tribune and other jour-

be transferring to the Provinces tho great bulk ol

for it never can bo anvthing | pookets and stole from them. Nouw wo think the law

should make it etill more difficu't for en 1nsolvent of
this c'ass to ubiain a discharge strom s indebtedness
than for the mots henest, becauso less extravagant
~an before reforred tu. The snsvivent might bo called
upou ta produce a st t ot his g 1 expendi

ture and the Court could decided whvtlier 1t was or

in, | pals, that Reciprocity in manufactures would simply | was not on an extravagant scale,

Of courro, to the man guilty of intentional fraud no

ouz {their) manufaoturing business,” and further on | meryehould be shewn so far as the law s concerned,
the reason is thus gliven: *tho cost of producing a | tho oreditors should then be left to do as thoy please,
* given article is from 30 to 40 per cent. less in British ! to give or withhold a dischasge, but thero ought,
* America than tn the United States,” If this be so— I without doubt, to be soma less expenmve machinery
and we do not doudbt 1t—it affords a very strong argu- ! than the present for winding ap bavkrupt estates,
ment to Canadians-agamnst & Zollverein, and, it may | Maoy a ereditor {8 now glad to cumpound with his
be, one also to the American peopla agxinst allowing | debtor for aslew even as 25¢ In the dJollar, although
our manufactares free acoess 1o their markets. | he may fec) marally certaln that he is being cheated,

Tho foregotng argument does not apply. however, | simply beesuse bhe profers a birdin tbo band to ary
agaiust Reciprocity 1n products of the eoil. and we | pumber in the bush, because he does not aad cannot
suro any halt dozen commerciat men could specdily ! kpow howan estate may dwindlo away under thecare
dectde on a Treaty which would be fair and benoflelal | of the assigneo aund all the legal and other costs to
to both cogntries, Ve cannot go for a Zollverein, | which ft is subjected.

bat when our neighbours sre ready for such an ar.
rangement 28 we have just alluded to. wo are prepsred
to clasp bands and catl it & bargain,

TLo complaints are loud ot the honest anad ingus.
trious trader who sees himself unable to compete
against hig frandulent nelghbour, who, settiing with
his creditors at somo low figuro, i3 easily able tounder.

sel! the other, and, in many cases, destroys his trade.
REED OF AN AMERDED INSOLVERT ACT. | The principsl faults of the present losoivent Act are
E believs it1s the genevnl impression of the gol- | {hat 1t affords too great facilitios for 1nsolvents to freo
veot mercantile commuuity of Canada that | \nemselves from thelr debts, and that it is t00 expen-
nader the presont Insolvent Act, bankrupts have 00 | gjve. An Act in which these are rectified would meet
great factlities for escaping tho payment of a Iargo per | ity general approval a conunnance of tho.present
centago of their jos indebtadness; and the feeling 18 | ypygtiafactory state uf affairs mught result i a generat
beconirg umversal that some change should be made | gemand for the doing awey with alt ects which did
which wouid bo benefictal to thacroditor a8 well asthe | yot 1eave to the oreditors tho right to withhotd & dis-
debtor. Tbosecunty of property, the assured protec- | charge from thelr debtors as long es they saw fit. Wo
tion to each man of what be owns, is the object of | commend the question to out leglslators, and trust the
nearly g1l haman law; and any law that interferes | nocessary amendments may be made.
with or tends to put in jeopardy, without some coun. |
terbalancing generu,, the property of any man, is an |
upjust 18w, and shunld bosepealed or amended. That |
a man whe, hough perhaps staiving, steals a loaf of |
tiead to koep the life in him, should bo ganished by ! (YVHE following is a copy of the Roport of the Intor-
imprisonment wo are all sgroed; but wo do not scam | colonial Railwny Commissioners to the Pnvy
to be so well agreed as to the necassity ¢f punishing | Council :—

THE INTERCOLORIAL RAILWAY.
07TAWa, Feb. 12.

the man who, with or without fraudulant intont,
maXkes ducks and drakes of the money that bolongs to

InTERCOLONIAL RR. Co)0nissIoNERS’ OFFICE.
01TAWA, Feb., 1869,

Tho Commissioners for the construction of the In-

his cveditors, the proceeds of the goods with which he
! stod & torcolonial Railroad have now to report to His Ex-

has been intrusted. A

collency the _overnur ueperal in Council, inregard

8omo men re unfortunate tn twair business, either | {5 tandors which thoy have reseived for the four soc-
from the failure of a groater nuwmber of their debtors | ggns x‘t:f u&o Intercolonial Rallroad which havo boon
than they F'ad resson to anticipate, or from an unex- | BUTRRUEST
6 Cummissiupers advortised on the 18th of Dee.

peoted fall In the price of goods 100y heid in atock, OF | 1953, that they wonld bo £remu'od to recoivo tenders
from some other course over which they kad no con- ! il‘ggsfoui’ lsecuonsdoi" thgl railway on th%ﬁgl '%bm%{s}
trol, and which they contd not well avoid it they ven- | 509 2ans and, profios, 25 prepize 0 Srae

engineor, woro exhibited at Ottawa, St. John Halifax,
tured into busincss at al). Such men are deserving, | Dalbousle and Rivioro da LO“J" asd printed copies
provided they aro honest and capable,

of being pro- | of tho genoral spocifications aud torms f contrace, as
tested by & law like tho Xnsoivent Aot, from the possi- |

sa;rt#;d by lt!;e (%oml%xiuioncm wore givon to all
blo soverity of hard-hearted or vindictive creditors. | p Tegi:,‘,":,’;‘,‘},‘,géeivga";,p to four o'clock p.m., on
Evon in their case, bowever, some differenco shonld be | Mondav, the 8th of Febrno.rsé.d Ld . R
made botween tho man who did not persist tn canryiog | o o g.&&?‘:;“{ﬁﬁ‘%tﬁﬁiwa io“.,p?,nq&ft&'n eax:’s.
on an unprofitablo business, but was ablo to pay 760 | pach tonder as it was of boing tively
or upward in the dollar, and the man who oartied ob | ggimberfdéo émgn tg:c l‘:m!gxﬁ% l.of §:§3’n C,;;g‘,;‘gig”iz:;{,
as long a3 his credit would enabie him to find the | POIDE IR 4 .

[{ b formal fcr reasons which are
mearis of meeting bis current Lisbiitios and bed ODly | woition: ou cach oRAer. Bud & Jet of WALCh 15 e

250 of ‘0 to offer to his creditors. This differcuce | ponded hersto. Two bun and forty-feven

hich is enteied

might bo made in tho longth of timo & discharge from | tenders wero rocewved, 88 por List, w
tho Court would have to Tun betaro 1t became & bar to | “Bppy o iasle book {’g:g"'c"mm}”}f’"‘g‘;he Bth, of
Tegal proocodings, in case tho insolvent were desirous | February, 1869, to classify the tondors for oach seotion
of carrying on business again i and.hss apx ndod hemb?.‘ N Av.;.h uith%ndora ;{loro
P y recoived ob the mornming of the of Fobruary, they

But o aro afvaid that tho largo number of faflures | peing behind tive, wore not ppened or ounside;;ed.

that snnuslly tako placo in Canada arc cansed by a | The Commissioers then diroussed tho mority «f
carolessueés—to 038 a miid term—of the rIghts of ) tho difforent tonders for cach seotion. and detormined.

aftor fall de.sberauon, W sosommend tho acoeptanco
creditors, & thowghilessness of 100 CTIMINALLY of DUl- | of gngh tanders ag were the luwost in each caso, proe

enormausly Inardased veyond ita res! value, Taking i ting onesself 5 (i@ yoattion of betng unadle to falf § vided that they wero satisfied, as required by clanse



