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inscribed tboughts, purposes, deaires end
deeda that wiil lif t the lite to a bigher plane ot

actistir adomment than a sonataof Beethovenl

or Dante's Paradi»o can bouat ot. Witb the

guru of the years thus besutified and glocified,

time's masterpiece bais basa produced.

,Esthetic effort bas ceached it~ finest fiower.
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lest, like ail the other good gift ot God, is

sumething to, bu poaeessed un the present, a

well as anticipated ini tuiler meaure in the

future. One ot our-well-known hymns bas

this suggestive Uine, "4Fixed on that bui

centre, cet." This la a truc ides well ex-

preused. Thece muet lu in every itie a centre

oftstasd this latrun several WW asecs. n

tbenrma, healtby, pbysîcal lite, thece muat

always lu a restful centre Wo give poise sud

coherence to ail the lie forces. Under uavers
atrain or nervous breakdowil, we bave sen

this Centre diaturbed. Everythiflg la un

cbained sud agitat-d. Ail the force of tbe

body bave escapedi f rom control, and saert

themselves in ail tluir distrecting activity,

mucb to, tbe detrunent of the ife generally.

-There la no balance to the nature, no cailying

place for its forces ; its powera bave lucoma
a dieorderly rabbis, and tlu battis it was w01n1
Wo wage,' a confused rout.

est la the foundation of everytbiug. Th<

warrior must finit poussan luisaf in peace

lutoce bis presence cao lu suything but i

distraction. We ail know wbat su âdvântag

tbat ma. lu in suy conteat, who, in comiOl

language, -"keepe bis bead." An opponenl

though atronger sud wiser, allows hunselt t

become agfitated. Thece la no sona of quiet

nos in him ; be expenda bis energies in wil

sud truittis demonstrations, bis tongu

spealca rashly sud inadvisablY, sud ha la soc

at tbe merey of bis ruttul sutagov;et. Mi

demnand of a public speaker alinatiol

anergy, entbusiagm, but if lu bas no restf

centre, whicb bolds every power sud utteran

in cbeck, h.e la outed littla Iesa tlun a ma

insu. Wbace tuines l absent, wa

corne phygically weak, or inellectual

raving lunatics.

What the Absent Lord Expects

Now, it is to supply in our spirits tbis poise
and restfuine8s that Jesus crnes. in Him-

self He manitested this quality in a Marvel-

ous de"ce. A thousand distractions and

oppositions and pereecutioLs He experienced,

but held calmly on lis waY. in parting

with i disciples, H1e said, -My peace 1 give

unto you." To tben, He would impact a

portion of the saule a;picit which had kept

Him calm and undistuched in the midst of

the world's strite. The sense of Hiepresence

could roake theml suce and confident. Even

a human pcesenoe can -ock marvels. Hece

la a child, tired and discouraged with so10e

vecy ceai problem, of school lite : soiuething

ha lus been unable to do, snd thinks it

useles tW tcy again. He cornesf in, and cries

it ail out to bis mother. She la a Wise, syln-

pathetie womnan, sud duies bis tears and

atrokes bis hesd, until the amiles corne instead

of the tears and bis agtation and discoucaga-

ment psu. Then he mita down sud solves

bis problem. The toucb of sympathY Made

the tssk possible. The problemn bas beco

eicbecause bis heart bas grown stronger.
It la the sense of issus, presence that givea

ns cest. We bave the Strongeat by our aide.

The One who bas " overcome the wocld,"
waiks with ns. H1e cssfts about us the speil

Of Hi. gloclous personaity. lHe givesl ns tbat

ienu of rectitude sud stcength whicb makes ns

restful in themidst of drife. He holds us up

and makes ns stand. "We esn do ail thinga
through Christ, who strengtheneth ns."

1ý1awOnt.
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0 "Hencefo-rt1 , ail you not servants, but

*- frienda." IMor thes Words of Christ we

d might think thet H1e meant us te meet Hlm

ýe enticelY upon the plane of friendshiP. But

,n the whole tenor of New Testament teaching
e. la opposed Wo such a conclusion. Our Lord

n, expect- ns to cernember that weaeHie

ul servantsi.
ce It might well seemn that Christin woûuld

d- need no such reminder. But bistocy show"

*- that auch is not the case. The absence of the

[y, Master. bas frequently taken away the sense

of immnediate personal responsibiity ;and
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