
TH E -:- DRY -.. GOODS + REVIEW

INSURANOE AND RATES.

J sT becatise the imsuraitce colipa.ties got donc up for a

couple of imihons by two big rires Im Toronto, lthey have
gonet to work ta twist the thumib-screws. Rates have gone up
mt Toronto 25 per cent., and all regulations are being rigidly

eiiforcedi. 'tie compaies have sent out varions letters of

demand ta the towns aind villages, stiptlating for extra watch.

imei, new hose-reels, etc., untùl the townspeople have stood

aghtast and the citizens have becoie angry.

lut out in WN'innîtipeg they sceni ta have considerable snap.
The mtterchants there concluded rates were too high and begani
t fori a company. They have $2oo,ooo subscribed and are

btuyig the charter of a weak company. They will confine

theitmselves at first ta Maitoba, but later will extend their busi

ntess through the Northwest ta the Coast.

Should other cities adopt mututial protection or municipal
itsirance, the companies mtay be sorry that ltey, like Cromwell,
becane aibitious.

MAY TRADE RETURNS.

A PlRlI, trade, it will be renienbered, according ta the

(,nveriiiental returns, shiowed ait iicrease of nlearly 25

per cent. over AltIî, t4, aind a bhght milrease abuit 6 per
cent. - over April, 1893.

May Customt house returis are ta halnl. l)uring May, i 895,

goods to the value Of $9,439,957 were imported, as compared
with $9,t,î6t, ait icrease Of 3 per cent. The exports were

$8,898,932, as contpared with $7,863,96o in May, 1894, an in.
crease of over 12 per cent. Unfortunately, this increase was al

it the products of ailier couitres, and thus was not so profit-

able as i ilmight otherwise be.

()ne of the most noticeable features of the import schtedule

is the great incrcase in the value of cottons, showing thait the

Canadiai manitufacturers of these classes of goods are not hold-

itg tieir own. The following is a comparison :
IS94. 1895.

Cottoins, blcacied. or unbleaclied, not
dyed, colored, etc. ..........- $ 30,313

Coltons, bleached, dyed, colored, etc. . 8. 1 i,558
" clothiig .. ,................ 31,918

('otton thread, nlot an spools.......... 17,510
ait spools ..... .... . 17,029

Cottons, al other classes ..... ...... 35,693

$244,02S
fihecase is thtus $î i3,482, or 4S per cent.

$ 54,999
166,86:
40,917
20,342
31,315

4S,069

$362.503
'ie whole

0f this imcrease cannot be attnhuted ta mucreased trade, and

part mîust be necessanl atirtbuted tu the fatlure of Canadian

manufacturers ta suplily exactly what onsuimers are dcmandig.

Woolcns show a smttall increase. amountmng ta 5, per cent.
h'lie mai increase is in dress goods, $1 tS,73 o lv:ng the value

of this class of goods t May, t 895, and $94,7: 6 the valu- in

1894.
laces, collars, nctitmg, braid innges and other friges de-

cined mii value froml $117,578 last year to $S5,S7S this year.
Few laces were imported in May, as stocks were very heavy

and tlie demand fell off.
Furs in a manuifactured state were iniprted ta the value of

$S6,255 ini %S39, and in :395 they only totalled $56,oSS.
The value of the bats, caps and bonnets increased from

$66,966 to $71,470, while manufactures of silk increas.l front

$148,005 to $153,997.
In (ree goods the value of raw cottons varied onl% a f,

dollars frot last year, $254,5t5 being the value. Jut. cloth
and yarn increased from $19,767 to $33,417. Raw Alk de.
clined fron $:6,696 to $1 :,a8î, while the imports of woooi in.
creased frot $58,755 to $:19,667.

In exports there were increases in the produce of tite mline,
produce of the fisheries, animals al lteir produce, m.înufac.
tures and miscellaneous. Produce of the forest dechied
slightly, but the greatest decline was in agricultural pnruhcts,
whiclh were valued at $1,562,794 in' May, 1894, and at $i.o:3,.

574 this year, a decline o. over one.third.
On the whole, trade Iay be said ta bc very encouraging, and

prospects for a good Fall trade are very bright.

A VIEW OF OURSELVES.

C ANAiA employs 300 members of Parlinnent, a dozen
Cabinet Ministers and about îoo,ooo noisy politicians to

keep up a continuous squabble concerning her trade policy.
And yet all they can say and all they can do is of very little
moment.

To explain. If the National Policy were the best thing in
the world, Canada's trade would be always on the up grale. If
this self-same National Policï were the worst thing Canada
could have, lier trade would be growing beautifuily less. IBut,
in fact, trade is neither steadily growing nor steadily diminish.
ing. Last year it went down month after month, and the mer.

chants of this country became beautifully disgusted. Since
January, ist, 1895, trade lias shown a tendency ta expand, and
April imports increased three-quarters of a million over April,
:894, while the exports incrcased a million. May imports
showd a small increase and May exports added another million.
Tite April circulation also showed a substantial increase, which
was accentuated in May.

Canada's prosperity depends on the world's markets and the

feelings of her citizens. Wieat lias advanced in price, floaied
past the dollar mark in Montreal and Toronto, and Canadian
holders have been enriched by a couple of millions of dollars.
rhe National Policy neither caused it nor prevented it. Horses
bring from $50 to $75 each more than they did a ycar ago. The

National Policy neither caused it nor prevented it. The farmer
is getting three cents a pound more for his wool than ait this
time last year. The National Policy neither caused it nor pre.

vented il. And so one could go on enumerating the rises, and
showing that Canada's trade pohcy is not the prime factur in
deterni:ung the prces received for ber productions, ut in
determining whether or not she shall be prosperous.

just now prices in the world's markets arc on the upward
turn. Wheat is advancing. Cotton and wool are doing like.
wisc. European manufacturing centres are filled with orders at
good prces. Bradstreet's of June 8 says: " The feature of
the week, as heretofore, is the continued long list of advances in
pnces, notably those for tron and steel, and the upward muve-
ment of bank cleai.ngs." Canada is sharing in the general
firmer and more confident feeling.

What deduction must be drawn from this statement of cr-
cumstances ? The deduction is that Canadian merchants must

not look so much to Goveruniental frce trade and protective


