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TEEHE WHBRILY VISITOR.

————

woman with hiselbow), *“lo made us eaug
in oue old age”

*We may as well then,” responded the
house keeper, drawing a long breath,
“justaweep off what's hers now.”

Then there followed a raneacking of
different drawers in Captain Sinclair’s sece
retary, a rattling of silver and sovereigns,
and the rustle of notes, with ocoasional re-
matke and exclamations. Durlag all the
rreceding conferonce, Ruth remained pore
ectly molinnless, ovorwhelme] st this
marvelloun revelation of villainy, and so
alisorbed In the thought of the d-ngcr
Ium%in over Captain Sinclair'a head, that
she hiad not yet aven realised what her
own position might be, if she were sud.
denly discovered by the two conspiratora
{t was onl{ st they were closing the ses.
relary, and ovidently preparing to decamp,
that this startling thought rinhed upon her,
She had, now and again, cast a glance vpon
thero as they stood with their éaeknto her
Loth at the fireplace and secretary s but
except nsshe did 0o, ahe imllnclivef;' kept
oyes close shut, as if in sleap ; while her
very bresthing veomed stilled from the at.
tention that shie was consteained (o yive
toevery syllable they spoke. Now one
Ailent, earnest ﬁnycr for safcty rose from
her throbbing heart, asshe folt what sha
tight expect if they found hee, with their
horrihle “sccrat dirclored, Alraady the
butler and housckeeper had reachied the
door; Mrs. Montssirat had her hand upon
the lock, and was still saying something
to Marks, Lut either in 10 much lower a
koy, or Rutli's extremo agitation as the
inoment of peril was passing, deadened
lier hearing ~ Whatever it was she did not
eatch it until the words:—* Iteatez, rostez;
give we tho key,” when the housekoeper
relurned ({uickly across the room. She
had not advauced many steps, when, by
hier stopping suddenly, droppcd the ke
from her hand, aod ejaculating in a trembl.
ing whisper ¢ “ Moa Dieu ! l’luﬂx felt, for
alis dared not open her cyes, that the
ddread discovery was mado. A dead silence,
in which seconds seemod expandod Into
hours, ensued. At last, Marke whils his
testh chattered in the extremo of alacm,
asked ;=" What isit! For God's sake,
wwhat ailsyou "

‘Thers was no reply ; but tho tall figure
meved swiftly to the eofs, and. Ruth felt
the panting breath of het enenuy, and know
that tho terrille cﬁa were glaring upon
her like tho'e of a beast at bay,  Marks
stole trombling to her side, *“Ifon Dieu,
{a gonrernaxnte!” was the quivering e¢jaca.

ation.

** 1o shio adeop 1" inquired the other, and
his nshy lips could scarcely fosm the words,
00 great Was his fear.

“ Asleep orawake, it matters not ; what.
ever brought her here, shoe sleaps her Jast
to night;" aud the voice that ssaled her
doom sounded in the ears of the unfortuate
listener moro like the hisaof a serpent than
s human utterance, * Give me that;"
and s3¢ etretohed out her hand for the
pistol that Marks atill held.

! Are you mad, womam?! A shot in the
house at this hour of the night !’

‘True—true; vou'ro right  Stay, 1
koow what will Jo;' and with the same
swift, nolecless 1otion, 80 babitual 10 her,
+ho pasied to the sideboard, at the other
end of tho long apartment followed by

Macks, Ruth catt one deepaiting glance
towards the door, but saw that crcape
was liepeless n that quarter, as the
murderers wera direally belween her and
it. Mrs Monteerrat rolily opened a draw.
er In the eideboard, and, alter a bLrief
aearch, took ont & long sharp-pointed steel
kept there. and used for  sharpening
knives. ¢ Listen to me now, ' ehe eald in
A fierce, eommnnding whisper, tuming to
Matkeie=* When [ give {ou the sigual, do

ou fnstantly gag her with thive=and she

anded him & lhandkerchiel—=" and scize
her hiand At the same time; I'll manage
the rest.

+Oh, Lut elup & moment,' remonstrated
Marks; * et us nol hiavo more Lloodahied
than we need, God hlon me, "tis horrible s
maby ehe's asleep.’

‘How can we tall? Remetnber, ehe
may know enough by this time to liang
us both,  Yee, too, man,’ she contlnued §
* better 10 hinvo her out of the way cn-
lirel‘y. It wo #ink her Lody to.night in
the inke, wo'll bo far off Lefore it cotnes
u_ again, and they'll think eho mado off
Bech?cs. I have more reatons than one for
wishing her off my road.

*ftell you, Marguerite, we bad lest
let her Hve, i€ ehia's nsleep s it's an awful
thing to bring to much blood upon one's
A

‘Do you want, you fool, to have the
rope round your neck{' nnswered the
waman, with irritation. *Iesides, I'm
n «t asking you to do the jobs I do it
myaself,

Woll, Just try fint if ehe's addoep, cau't
you,’ returned tho man; and ho drow her
over towards the sofa again, Every een.
tenco spoken, thovgh hardly above the
breath, was distinctly audible to tho tor.
tified listener. Sho lay hopelesy, passive,
an almost unbreathing form; au icy hore
ror aeemed to pervade her wholo l{-amo;
with one despairing effott at selfepreser.
vation, ehe remained under the semblanco
of the deepest sleep, and that was all that
she could do; ¢ho feltit to bo herono role
chanee,~They both bent over the all but
Inanimate fignre, watching for the qniv.
ering ofan oyelid, or a fluel upon the pale
cheek, that’ might indicate the concious.
nees of theiv preacnce. ¢Feel her pulse,
whisperad Marks, Most fortunately, she
heard him, otherwise, no doubt, a siolent
start would have betrayed her, when the
tong, cold sncke'like fingers crept up her
hiand, and pressed upon the wrist; over
its baating poor Ruth eould have exer
cited no control; and sha imputed it only
under Providenca, to the still clain of des.
pair, that & wild fluttering there did not
At once disclosu that her sleop was feigned.

¢ She certainly is asleep,’ inuttored Mrs,
Montserrat.

*Then come here a tnoment,’ esrnestly
rr‘]oincd Maeks; and the two & owly retir.
ed, putting out tho candle, as it sccmed to
Rath; and for a contiderable timo she
heard the indistinct murmur at the daor,
when tho sonnd of its gently closing reach.
el her rolioved car, and she concluded
that ahe was nlone and in darkuess,  Yet
still she lay quiet, whils nowa cold
clammy renpirmon broke out at every
rore ; and the lifting of the preesure of thie
ast hour brought back eo tumultuous
throbbinpto her heart, thatit becams
well nigh insupportable, She was just

abint to tiee from her recumbent position,
when agaia tie Jdoor opened, and though
there was no liglit, there wasthe rustla of
a teevd on the carpet, and the & und ofa
hand fecling fuor eomething on the floor,
It wae Mra, Monteerrat, sceking for the
dtop{ml key. In a few miattes, hier
searchizcamad auccenefol s she stood immov.
able for & brief petiod, as if to satisfy her
eolf that the slecper bad not awskened;
atd then went gut as rilently ae she had
entered, A contlderabla time elapeed be.
fore the poor creature, who hiad beert suby.
jeoted to eo fearful an ordeal, daced to
move either hand or foot, Her excited
imaginations conjured up a thousand ter.
rifia phantoms in the silencennd the Jdarke
nessof that room.  Agnain and again ehe
fancied that rha could detect Mrs, Montesr.
ral'a atealthy atop returnlog, or fecl her
liot breath; or aho was convineed dhie
caught the low wlnisl:er tenowed lerida
the door; at Iaste raising hersell into a
sitting posture, and peering into the denre

loom, shie elipped off the sofa, and groped
?ler way 1o the fireplace. There was not
1ow a #inglo spatk In the grate, so she
rearched in the ustial place for tho matches,
and lit tho candlo; it was te:r minutes lo
three by the timepicce befere lier, Glane.
ing onca more with a shudder round the
rooni. she wont out into the hall, crouch.
Ing down like a hunted thing, that would
fleoanywhera fur ehelter. + £ must,’ shy
thaughit, * nake my way back to my own
rooms butl widi' 1 was mafo up thoeo
stafre.” Ao rapidly aeahe could, ehe hur.
ried on, and with dithiculty suppressod the
sceenta that rushed to her lipe, as her own
clongated shadow fell upon the wall be.
fore hier At n turn of the stairs. Aftera
careful survey of both her own npartments,
ohe locked tho outer Joor, and leaving the
eandle alizht, for she could aiay no niore
in tho dark, e"sc threw hersellngain npon
her bed, to by and think over the awful
past two lioute, and consider what couree
shacould tako to provide for Captain Sin.
clair's eafely, A thousind ~ different
thenghts nmf,rlana whicled through her
brain, but ono determination was ultima.
tely fixed upons to seo Mra, Sinclair, atall
hiazards, before leaving the houte, and to
tedl her exactly what ehe had beard; and
if thia failed in making the necesaary im-
pression—if ahe werd incredalous to 0 an
tounding n tale, ae, with lier rrejud«'ccc and
inpiressions, thie very powibly might bee
then, to make lier way direet to the
csptain bimself, and put him on bis guatd,
Somewhat calmed when she had ™ thus
settled upon n definite courne, and retain.
Ina no single concern for hersel! v heor
distracted atlairs, she Iny on herside, with
lier eyes fixed upon the window, lnohngi
out jnto the darkness, and wailing unti
it was fime for lier to get up, to seo Mes,
Sinclair, aud then to Jeavo that dreadful
Louse for ever.

CHMADTSIRVIRY.

Rtuth lay in a dreamny trance of thought
but not asleep, when a'knock aroused here
It was aservant, who called cat that it
was time to get up, for that the man with
the car would be rund at tho donr imme.
diately.  She found it no casy ta-k to com.
plete” her toilet that uwruing; pins
dropped from lier cold and trembling fin.
gers, und in fier confusion, shie cocld find
nothing the wauted, The unenufled candle
had nearly Luinod to the socket, and gave
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