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BAD BOOKS. |

Whilst a prolific press is sending forth in rapid
succession valuable watks in every departinent of
uselul knowledgs, the great enemy is uwang the |
same mighty engine for the worst of all purposes
—the degradation and ruin of our race. It s ad-

mitted on all hands that the press exereres an

incalculable power for good or for cvil
consequence is it then, that 1t be emploved 1
counteracting the balefu! influences of that licen-

the worst features of our age.  We have
especially that class of cheap publication
is hawked about through the country, and ia

thrust upon our notice at almost every turn of the
streets by some iimpudent pedlar, or by a glanng |

adventisement. It is particularly annoying to be
beset on board of steamboats and in the principal

thoroughfares, with the vendere of such moral,

poisen. The corrupting influence of this species
of reading may be slow, but it is not the less dan-
gerous and fatal in its effects—perhaps the more
so from the sccrecy with which in most cases it
is prosecuted. Few of those who indulge in read-
ing immoral buoks do so publicly. Nor do these
books appear in the book.case or in the drawing
room. The outward respeet that virtue extorts
even from the libestine, causes them 1o be con-
cealed and read stealthily.

With what horror does an affectionate parent,
for the first time, behold the staggering step and
flurried countenance of a beloved boy, and by
every means that parental duty and affection can
suggest, set himself to reclaim him from the wo-
ful fate of the drunkard! And should he be Jess
alarmed when he finds his son polluting his sus-
ceptible mind with the rankest impurity—rcading
infamous books privately, which shame would ;
prevent him from exhibitingopenly. Parentsand |
guardians Lave need to cxercise the utmost vigi-
lance over the young committed to their care—to
sec not only that they do not read such bonks as
are calenlated to corrupt their morals, but to pro- ;
vide suitable reading.  Andthe young,asthey va- |
lue their own welfare, their character and useful- |
ness, should shun, as they would the plaguc, the
trashy reading which is thrown 1o their way. As
a genenal sule, that book is not fit to be read
which has to be hidden, or which one could not
put into the hands of a mother or 2 sister.

The following passage from Todd’s Student’s
Manual is appropriaie—we recommend it to the
atentive perusal, particularly of our yoong readers:

¢« Some men have been permitied to live and
employ their powers in writing what will continue ,
10 pollute and destroy for generations afier they
are gone. The world is flonded with such books.
They are permitted to lie in our pathway as a
part of our maral discipline. Under the monal
government of God, while in this siate of proba- |
tion, we are to be surrounded with temptations of
every kind. And never doea the apirit of dark-

Of what 4

the object were 1o pollute and to viin.  Theas
are to be found every where  1do entrent my
young readers never 1o look at one~never to
open one They will leave a stam upon the xoul
which ¢an tever be removed 1 hase known
these books eecreted m the rosme of student+ anl
lent from otie to another  Thev are to be found
ton frequently  And af vou have an enewy,
whose suul vou would vt with a heave vene
geance, and et0 whose beart yvou would place
vipers wWhielh woll bive, and erawl, and torment
hun through Lfe, and  whose danmatien yon

~wonld seal up for the eternal warld, vou have
tious literature, the productions of which 15 one of , OB
1 view I You have certnnly pased the way to the abades
MVICW ) of death 3 and if lie does not travel it with hasty
s which | gerides, vou have, at least, Iaid up food for many

only to place o1, of these dectrovers s hie hand

. days of remoree,  What shall be said of those

who print and sell such works 1o the voung ?—of
t

The nogel
of death can shenth his swaord, anid stay his hand
in the work of death.  But these wretches ! they

" dig graves so deep that they reach into hell

They bhght the hope of parente, and pour meare

than seven vials of woe upon the fanu’y whose

destroved.  In conncetion  with these bnuke,
allow me to {ift up 2 loud voice ngainst thece
rovings «f the imagination, by which the mind 1
at once enfechled, and the heart and feehings dee
based and polivted. It is almest jneepamble
from the halut of revene; but, in thi bfe, a
heavier curse ean hardly bang upon a voung man
than that of poscessing a polluted imagination.

creases it, and even the power of the gospel can

thoce who go ont on purpoce to peddie them 1,
They are the most awful sconrees with which a
1 righteous God ever visited our warld

more had to be supphed w the ranks of their sim-
pler kind ot Libour, a totally new people rushed
1n—a people without any ancestral respeet for the
Sahhath, = prople thrown mto  circuinstances
pecutiarly unfvourable 1o the formanon of a figed
worsl character,—a people for which the coun-
tev had o anctitations, such as they pecuhatly
needed,—a peaple, therefore, winch just as natu-
raily and meviabiv fellinto barbanen and drunk«
cunces, as thowe, whoee places they occupied,
tse o epulences, cuher tetaming seitled  wae-
tuous hatute, or on'v falling, at Jeast, into the
moge decent viees of covetonsieas and worldliness,
Thi< new and aimow vicious population threat-
ened ta awamp the country with their numbers
and their vices ™

————aeeere

UPPER CANADA TRACT AND BOOK
SQCIETY.

The cighternth report of this Soriery has just
been panted. It s n valuable document, and

. clearly establishes the claim of the Society, to the

increased xupport of the churches. The receipts

* of 1ast year are above those of the preceding, by

aflections ate bound up in the son who is thus |

|

‘The leprosy filic the whole soul. Tune only in-:

£300, and the 1ssues of books and tracts exceed
those of 1848, by 23,633. We would cheerfully
extract the whole report into our pages did epace
permit.  The fullowig portions of it are sufficient
as specimens, and, v ¢ must say, we feel specially
amtified in ohserving the strong hold which the
Socicty has taken of she Students and minis-
ters of our owa Chsrch:—

« For three years in suceession, the Studeats in

seldom do mare than restmin, without sutdumg, Knox's Callege, had pepsevercd in the work of
when the disease iv once fixed ™ i “I'ract distribunion, and much of the field which
« Suppose you were altemnping to grow in | had thus been occupiesl by them, has been of late
moral character and worth, and yet should, now § taken charge of by fellow-labourers; and thus
and then, indulge yourself in reading a bad book. | scarcely any part of the c.ty has, during the jast
The hook serms 10 have fallen into your hand by | season, been unoccupied by Tract distributary
accident. You do not ofien read it, but some- from one or other of the evangelical Churches.—
timeslook into it ; or,if you do notawnit, some | One of the young men who 1ovk a prominent
one may, who offers 10 loan it to vou. Here isa | part 10 the labour of Tract distribution, hay
temptstion thrown before you. You may never ; kindly furnished the Committee with the follow-
know what that book cantains, if you do not now 1 ing statements . —
learn it ; and should you not know what such| ** The number of our Siudents engaged in the

' books contain, in order 1o warn others againe | City Mission and Tract disuribution work, lset

their influence 1 I reply. beware ; and wield not | winter, was twenty-fice ; 10 whom we may add
to this tempiation. One yielding, when ihus Dr. F., of the Bniuh Rifie Brgade, whom we
tempted, may be pour ruin; or if it be not. it will  found 10 be a most valuable asusiant. Many
take you a long time to recover from the mis. ! others, T believe, would have been engaged in tho

l chiefs which you are bringing upon yourself. | work. hut the field was occupied by othern. We

° -mptations should be met at a distance ; if you | can assure our Chnsuan faends that we rejoice
sec the bird once gaze upon the serpent, she | 10 think the princapal part of the city was last

begins to fly round and round, and at every re-

volution coming nearer and nearer, till she falls

into the mouth of the devourer.”
(O

SCOTLAND.

The following curious question has been pro-
poonded. How Scotland should be at once the
most churchi-going. and yet the most drunken of
all nations? The following solation has been
given :—

* O!d Scotland, the Scotch of o}d national hah-
its, have long teen 2 most church-going people

Being such, the pooreat among them as natunally
ris¢ into the higher ranks ae oil above the water.

| Those Glasgow weavers who, just 2 century ago,

were the stnclest church goers in Earope, and

scason, taken up by Tract dnbutors fiom ege
or other of the evanrelical Charches”

*+Those of the Studenis who were
in the work, last winter, were principally occs-
pied in breakiog up the fallow-ground, in ficlds
which had hitherto been entirely neglected. To
discover such dark comers, an ‘ exploriag expedi-
tion’ was undertaken by some of our gumber, at
the opening of last session, to search the land and
report the portions of the city which no distsibay
tor had yet visited ; and which, in_some cases, I
believe even the city missionary bad notbeen able
to overtrke.’

+« These districts were immedistely taken up,
20 that at the opening of the present year, 497
Tracts were distributed every two weeks, and a
corresponding number of families visited, as a
tract was left in cachfamily. Ten weekly prayer
meetings were sustained, with an average attend-

ness rejoice more, than when a gifted mind can ;, who with wages varying from 7s 10 10s. & week. ! ancs st the whole of 145. By mesns of owr

prostitate itself, not merely to revel in sin itself, *
bt 10 adom and conceal 2 path which is full of |

kept 2 press going_printing the moast profmmd
theological warks of the 17th ceatory, could nm

‘Tract distribution wixte, many of the most wicked
characters were indoced 10atiend these 3

holes, through which you may drop into the 1 pomsibly leave successive genemstions of poor | In one district, a poor woman who had ot for a

chambers of death. Books could be named, were :
jt not that there is a poesidility that even the in-
formation conveyed in naming them might be pre-

verted and used to obtain them, which, scemingly, §

weavers 10 $u

course, a8 these church-going Scots moved up
alowly, but steadily, and as with the

l

growth of | suffered so much

> them.  Their descendanta | long time listened 1o the sound of the Goepel, was
are now the aristocracy of the West. Bat, of

indnced, not only to take a tract, bat aleo 10 come
10 the meeting. In consequence of doing 20, she
jon {rom her ncighbours,

could 2ot be excelied by all the talents in hell, if | their wealth, not only their ewn places, but many | that she was obliged to leave herlodgings, 28d go



