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every church on earth, 1t firat acnt dowa holiness
o world which luy in sin, and it fist sent
Nutiour to these who were it able o rave thents
selven, U eent hing not s streangers but @ lirother
and a frictdeeGod i et ciia=bint born, notwithe
wtatdinneg, woman on earth, and a native of e Lol
whete fin on eieth the gosped was preselied. Amd
whether therelore fram the instince of Mo,
fenrned i all the wisdom of the Fueyptums, wnd
mighty in words and in deeds—er whether from
the instance of the Saviour fimselfy leaened ju «
fur higher windoin, and mightier i words und m
derds than Mosed, or any creatire cver Wise-npe
Jessong given for the practieal work of the evane
gelisation of the workls which sl who jove the gore
el of the Suvivur wonld do well to earins - And i
you have never learat them yet, you lave now an
opportanity 1o begin, - 5t i an opporti, ty which
becomen less avadable every day vou hve, e
neaser we draw 10 1he srave, so smnch 1he shorter
does our titne on carth become,  We cannet gelorify
Gody or huild up his holy wmples or send forth
Jubourers to the harvest, when we nake our home
amang the mansicas of the doud.” Whutsoever,
theretore, our hand findeth to do, we ure to do it
with aue wight, (Or there is no wack, nor deviee,
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither
we are all going.

INTEMPERANCE.

1x the very uble Report drawn up by Dr. Burne,
Convener of the Commiitico on Synodical Visita-
tions, we find the follawing remurks, under the
head ¢ Precalent Sing® :—

“In almost cvery instanes intemperance was
fouud to he the pronimate or dircst catse of those
sins which rendered the enereise of discipline nee
cemary ;3 und the Gomnnities wonld strongly urge
that, in any pastoral letter which the Svnod nay
fasue, the subject of intemperinice should be very
particularly dwelt upm,. ¢ @ ¢ & O how
mitny young poople are cornupted, to their utter
.ruin, by the valgut rikaldry and the profane scofl
and jests to be met with daily and hourly in the
well-kwown hannte of intesnperance!  Yaur Come

mittee, however, observe, with pleasure and grati.

tude to our heavenly Father, that, in severul dis-
trictn, the docline of intemperate habits is specinily

iced, ®* ¢ @ & The Committee wish it
were in their power ta speak thus of the general
state of the Province, but their impreasion has heen
that the sin of intemperauce has been of late
genenally on the increasc.”

‘The following communication on this impasrtant
subject, from the pea of the Rev. I\ Gray, Norval,
came to us very opportuncly, aud we. would be-
wpeak for it the altentivn and prayerful considera-
tion of our readers :—~

Roxasy, xiv. - It ie good neither to cat flesh,
wor te drink swcine, nor any thing whereby thy
brother stumbleth, or is ufened, or is made
weak.”

The Chuarch of Gad har been appaned in all a
by the same cncinics—the devil, the wardd, :ne;
the flesh ; but these cuenmics, while they have cone
tinually assuiled the whale fubcic of rcligian, have,
at different timen, varied their mode and peint of
attack according to circunmtances, ’
Christ and his Aporties were opposed chicfly by
the unhelicving Jews ; the carly Church by Pagan.
. At the era of the reforuation, the wnan of
sin strove, with 100 much success in many quarters,
10 check the progeems of the truth, and to sutle it
where it had heen received.  Some time after that,
infielity, in the gath of pretended philemaphyy at-
tered the pates of Sion.  Aud, i owr day, bos
ather hodtile measires, the homs of Satan have
disturbed and polinted the church, and have made
awful havor: of the souls of micn by 1caus of in-
temperance.

At all times the powens of darkness and sin con-
centrate their forces more cepecialiy tpon ccntain
painte. Then and therv, wheu iniguity is coming
ia liko & floed, the spinic o“hc"ud hiis up &

stietrbiaed ugainet it and wa are verily guilty it 'we
negleet 1o runge outselves wider that lasier, and
appose a steady front to the advancing desolution,”

Suppasc that o conntry were invnded by fureign
etenys waed that the people of that conntry set to
wird fortibied some Mronge pusitions on the frontier to
areest, i prosstble, the progressof the foe s—when the
cueny approichied otie or other of these fortifiv
poettiotix, tored sane tiat there wordd be teoubde and
tosst i forcing ity utd saw -t the sne tie thet
other appronches were left nagnanded, he waunld
Jeave the strong position untouehied, and enter by
the undefended past, Aaed supprose that the men
of this invaded conntry continnedd 10 bnsy theme
selvex in strengtheninge theie posivons, ninding
nothue ehos winle the enemy wis alreadye bebind
thews m the heart of the conntey, Living waste
with tire 2t swardy—whitever we ntizht think of
the zeul of these mens we would lightly estecn
their diseretion 3 wo would pity the Jand thut hud
apdy snch for defenders,

Now the churcii—the profeseing peaple of God,
thut do not apprese wine whetever it appenne—
thut do not specindly oppose . the previntug and
prowinent wickeditess of their duy, ure seting just
sttelt @ footish part s und there e be ho folly of
this hind without guilt 2 the fool of the Bible is not
an hapmless idiot, but un cucemy to the truth of
G, )

Intemperance in the use of intoxicating drinks
in one of the great evilw of the present duy-—z
deadly enctny tu the gaspel of Christ, and also, upurt
from higher considerations, one of the sorest plagnes
to onr feflow.creatirex as denizens of this worid,—
It is, therefore, our instant duty, us men whio would
desite the welfare of our fellows—above ull, 1t 25 our
duty, ax professing fullowens of the b, to ap-
poee, by every sieuns it our power, the progress of
this desolating plague, tinous slike to the lidies
andsoulxof men. 1t there beany tmie benevelence
in our hearts—if there be uny true love 0 Jesuw,
we cunnot hut count intcinjrerunce our enemy,
‘even us it is the encmy of Clitist; and the dextrover
of wan.  Our duty then, as sddicrs of the crons, is
at once 10 set onmwelves against this foe, with the
determination of oppasing it in every furm, till van.
quished it quits the fickd.  And with fegand to the
path of duty—the mecuns to be employed for the
xuppression and eradication of the vice, we ure not
teltin the dark. ‘The Wand is a lizht unto our
fect, wid 1 lamp unto onr path.  ‘That holy wand,
blasphemoudy and vilely prostituted by jjorant
and wicked suen, ta support and eneonrugre the
drankard gives o uncertwin indication, but clearly
points ant to all who will be gunided hy jt, what
coume they should pnmsue in this matter.  That
we may he led 10 see thie path of daty, let un di-
deavour ta divest our minds of prejadice, and let
us come to the Word of God with that reverence
and humility, and that sincere desire to be guided
by its precepta, which God dewmands of us.

“ It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink
wine, etc.” -~ Vide fext. .

The occasion that calied for this precept was
this :—The Church of Rome was compored of
various classes of converts ; some had heen Jews
of Gentile proselyies, and some Paguns; some
were well-informed dtrong-minded auen 3 others
were comparatively iznommut aml weuk.  They
were ded by idolutry and idolaters on cvery
sile; the very ssages and customs of the times
;"’e: 1o them canses of annoyance and temyptation.

and cblatious that were offcred in
the heathen tewples, afier a part had been con-
mimed upon the altar or poured ot hefore the
wlols, became the property of the pricxis, and as
they could not make use of all the ment and wine
pencured in this way, the residiuc was zold in the
jmblic markets for their benefit; and the people
who purchased theae for necemarien of life, not only
satisfied their rkly wants therewith, but cotriderncd
that, in partaking of these thingx that had tavn
offered to the gods, they. were also performing a
reiigions duly 10 the honor of their idwin.  Some of
the wembers in the Roman Church, who koew that
an ido! was nathing, were in the halit of using
such meats just as they would any athcr; others,
weaker in iuteficct and beect by superstitions feam,
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were harriticd o xeo their brethinen givine conntes
snee, oncthey thought, o Wel-wondep s und »
tuzd efiseg with all the weakness sl supersunion,
bat wathont the Bznnese, of the s comd, were eare
ted iy b the exaunple of the e cnbehitened,
to do that of whieh therr copsen uees dsappion s de—
urged also, petlipss to ths enirese by i desize of
seenng the goad will of thewr hosthe n Suonds aod
nerghboms s e their 2tate of miskd they thus ae
taily grave o Kind ol unolindary wosbop (o the
fatse grode ot the Pagans, prneple was rubnerted
withstt thente they il st the aaswer of o o
conserenes towanl Gody they wite made wenk
sl stumbled, and, very probably ciany finn tis
begintung were led by degzeeos mto tatal spest ey,
16 was i such ercumstances that thie Apos 13,
moved by the oty Glisste gave s injunction,
S e K e=that IS it is monaily Folit—in
sch cteunttianess s o saered duty— neither
1t eat sl nior to dunk wime,” K. No harne iy
the practice of staelf i this ease, but sinee at s thy
ovension of stumbling to the brethren, we et
alwtain from what m ether crretmmstaiees wenld
lie an smitoeent gratdicatton of abpette. Olmervy
hiere that e Apostle does not e that we wre
(o negdeet any commands d duts o nor it we e
to forega uny necessary sage i opder to pln-:lso
the wureanoabile or the factions—God muost e
oheyed atd pleased pather than man—=hut the
tleal and wine instanesd conld e got another way,
or people conld hive swithout these ntichs of det,
From this passage we deduce the fuliowing duce
trines s e—

L. 1tix the duty of professing Christine to ahe
stain even ftom bowid and mpocent gratifieations,
it the e prove the siwins of aecasion of min or et
to othiers, so Jong as they do ooty by secking 1o
pléte otherss injine themselver, or beeanie une
Tathnl to God.  And it follows from this,—

2 That every soul that sees this duty, and yet
negleetr ity hax the guilt of disobedicnee to God——
self-pleusiug—aml the death of souls to unswer for,

By bringing these doctrines to hear on the mats
tor in ivund, otir diy, in regard to intemperance,
will plunly upguear.

One post mere to clear up Iwfore advancing
further. Same have been heard to contend that,
heennre this teat lind 1 direet reference 10 mems
and wine offered to the idols, it connnt be applied
to the subject of infetnguerapee at all! Jt s an
evident sign of u bad cise when s advacates, in
all other respieets of a sotind sind, ke thensches
ridicwlous in supporting it. Such an argrament
would never be tisesd by an inteliynent man, bid he
not o deeps intereat in anintainine the wrange, and
did he not lazgely pressane on the dulluess of hin
opponent.  Tu our text the Apostle lays down a
hroad principle, which will upply to every affence
and cansc of evil that any oceur. It necds nat
that wine be mentioned 3 take that woal away, snd
the injunction docs uot lose oite it of its force,
¢ 1t i pood nut o do sy thing wherehy thy hre-
ther stumbleth,” &c., therefure, < 1t is mnnd” not
to tonch the intoxicating cup.  But it ix xaid thae
the text is directed aguinst alatry——its real of ap-
parent encouragement.  And is not hteinperance
udolatry, more debasitgg, amd as ruinous o the sunl,
ax wax the wordhip of ul! the gods of Rome:? T'o
this idel—whaee temples, reured cverywhere in
Chrstian lands, nre recking with the Wood of
soulv—1n this grim idel men cune aind offir up
their substance, their health, the peace and welluro
of their familien—any feeling of ath-ction—zny fenr
of God that may be in their winds,—~uay, mare,
they immolate their very sonls, the precions soul
thit warlle catinot purchase, before the vite imngn
that Satan has sct up.  Therefore, axain we sty
< It im rood” not te tanch the toricatmgy cup.

But vow, in application of thy dectiines of the
text ta the tuatter i haml, we dlperves

L ‘That intemperance, the e of intoXicating
liquars, does offend our brothreneegitises them 1o
stumble—inahes thens weak.  ‘These wondsin tho
1ext, satimmbleth,” o oflided,” < amade weak,”
urc uscd i a spiritual sense, aud have mivch the
same signification, implying n hinderanes to the
prozress, of an extingwihing of relizion in the wk
Such is intemperauce, cves in ? et




