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COM4MON GROUND.

If the experience of first love be
closely examiiied it wvi11 be found that
during that timie ive illustrated ail that
is said in the New Testament concerning
the walk in the Spirit. We did flot
fulfil the lusts of the flesh, but wvIked
in ail God's commands with, dclighit-as
a matter of choice.

Out of the abundance of our heart
our mouth spake, and as we witnessed
for Christ, either in private or public,
we wvere consejous of pleasing God in
the act, and so, in harmony -%vit1i James'
teaching, we were " blessed in the deed."

The thoughlt of the nearness of God
at no time prompted involuntary con-
fession of sin, but on the contrary,
awakened our intensest delight, for

«' With confidence wve iken dreiw nighi,
And, riather, Abba Father, cried."

We did not act froin a sense of duty,
or as carryingy ont any set o? rules or
regulations for holy living, but as
following a holv instinct. Indeed, we
illustrated the prophetie description of
this spiritual kingdom. We were al
taught of God, obeyingr the ]aws of God
writtert in our heart by the Holy Ghost
who -was given unto us.

In short, the language o? the following
hymn, penned by Charles Wesley, as
descriptive of the flrst hours of his con-
verted life, is none too strong to describe
our religious experience:

O howv haýpy are they
Who the Saviour obey,

And have laid up their treasures above!
Tongue can neyer express
The swveet comfort and pCace

Of a soul in its earliest love.

That sweet comfort was mine,
When the favour divine

I received through the blood of the Lamb;
WVhen my heart firat believed,
What a joy I received,

What a heaven in Jesus's naine!

Jesus ail the day long
Was my joy and my song:

0 that ail his salvation might se;
"HRe bath loved me," I oried,
"HIe bath suffered and died,

To redeem sucb a rebel as me."

'Ô the rapturous height
Of'that boly delight

Which I feit in the live-giving blood!

0f my Saviouar possest,
I was perfeetly blest

As if filled with the fulness Ôf God.

Whosoever now has the experience
portrayed in this hymn, occupies
coniion ground wvith us, and wvhoever,
at aiiy time, Iiad this experience, then,
occupied common ground with us.

Again, when one bais lost this experi-
ence through sin, when that sin, or
those sins which, destroyed the experi-
ence, were recognized or forsaken, aud
forgiveness and the Spirit's witness
agrain obtained to regeneration, then,
we have common gyround. And if,
after a thousand fails, the clear, uninis-
takable knowledge of God's favor is
again received throughi the Spirit, then,
again, have we common ground for
experience-comparing..

Stili agrain, if the professed follower
of Christ,' whatever be his failure in
following God, subinits any soul per-
plexities or trials o? life zo God and
takes the course of consejous obedience
to Him, in the settled peace and con-
fidence which hie sieures concerning the
way he takes, hie occupies eom mon
giround with us'

Does a man after, mayhap, much
besitation, and unwillingness, set hum-
self apart to spiritual work, either at
home or abroad, simply because hie
believes he hears the cali of the Spirit
to that work ? Ii.~ his act of confidence,
and restful obedience, hie occupies
common ground with us.

INow prolong those experiences of
first love through the years; ]et those
acts of obedience be but specimens o?
the whole life lived at any turne after
conversion, and our experience is fully
poL-trayed to the apprehiension of e-very
converte-1, obedient child o? God, no
matter how short the joys or how fitful
the obedience.

We maintain that the joys o? con-
vertiug grace, s0 vividly described by
Ciharles Wesley, were connected with,
and dependent upon, our walk in ,the
Spirit as the one law o? life, and out
restful corifidence of being on the right
course wheni acting -in obedience to
decisions lornied in 'the presence of C4od,
was becauseof our walk in the Spirit,
therefoie, we reason that the saie walk


