
CHURCH WORK.

first Stinday in Heaven, to have
slighted miy last Sunday on carth.-
P. JR. Ifurerq(al.

HOSIPITAL CHIIISTIANS.

NOT hoptbeChristians, who
are usuially a very good sort of
people. Buit hospital Christians,
whoare about good for nothingt.
They are sick ; other people soc it,
and are >orry for themn, but they do
iîot themselves realize their pitiahie
condition.

The worst of it is that they are
.ýe&f-imade invaliids. Good people
often suifer bodily diseaîse by the
visitation of GOD ; but these dyr-
peptie Christians are sick by the
visitation of their own sins. Ob-
serve that they are not false profes-
sors who never had any piety to
lose. They are Uhristians-not
fully alive, and not perfectly dead.
Oi'er the (loIr of the hospital ward
in whichi t.hcy are vasting their lives
is the inscription-" iBackslider."
How can a church-inember bo
healthy whio neyer works fer Christ?
How can bis digestion be good when
he rarcly touches his Bible, and
crams himself with nothing but
secular newsNvpaýpers a-na peppery
works 3f fictionl How can aman 's
faith be strong when ho rarely
outers bis closet? How can bis
pulse of benevolent synipathy beat
warily while ho is squanderiig
bundreds on bis luxuries and bc-
gradging an occasional dollar to the
Lord ? If the eyos of thes dys-
l)eptic aiid diseased professors hap-
peu to Iight upon this paragraph,
lot ino sav to them : Friends ! you
are sick by your own fault, and you
must be restorod by your own
effort.s. Christ is your own physi-
cian, but vou mnust use the rerne-

dies ho enjoins. At present you
are about useless to your pastor, to,
v'our churcli, and your Master; if
you die as you are, you will ho,
ashamed to ask a place in heaven.
You mustiget well. B3ut how?

1. You neod a chang-e of diet.
Instead of a surfeit of newspapers
and novels,' and other spiced condi-
macuts, give your starved soul large
dai]y rations of the Bread of Life.
\Vhen a colporteur asked a rougli
backwoodlsman if he had a Bible in
bis bouse, the nman runimagod on an
upper shelf of a cuphoard until ho
found a few tomn leaves of« a Testa-
ment. 'II declare, stranger !" said
hie, "I do need some more Bible;
did not know we was so near out !"
What this illiterate frontiorsman
put so0 roughly, is literally truc of'
too many Christian professors.
They are sadly "'ont of Bible," and
not only of that, but of ahl sound
devotional roading, which can ele-
vate and invigorate the soul. Noth-
in- will give tone and sinow to
your onfoeblea piot.y hike a tho-
rougli study of God's Word. All
strong Christians are large and
huDg- feedors on the Bible. Good
biographies also are bracing.

2.You need a botter atinos-
phere. Several fever patients were
once curod by siniply carrying
thexu out of the fotid atuiosphere of
a quarantine building, and laying
thein in the pure open air. You
have breathed quite too longy the
unwholosome atinosphere of Christ-
Ioss resorts. The bail-rooni and
other haunts of ovening dissipation
are as unfavotable to a C hristian's
heaith as the hcated air of Mam.-
mion's crowded rnarts. , One of the
most godly morchants I ain ne-
quainted with, says that lie nover
dames to trust hiniself in the bot
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