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Your Chances as Poor as a Soldier's.

To read of a battle in which three or four
million men are engauged naturally raises visions
of wholesale slaughter. The archives of science
and the records of invention have been ran-
sacked to perfect appliances for the dealing of
death with such mathematical precision that
modern war has been reduced to a science as
exact as it is sinister

But, on the other hand, never have medical
Science and the art of sanitation been so ex-
pert in saving life and, more particularly, in
eliminating dise ase, itself the paramount source
of army casualties in wars of the past

In fact, though of course no authoritative
records are obtainable, it is doubtful whether
in Europe to-day the death-rate per thousand
of men engaged in any single battle will much
exceed the mortality experier ced in the parti-
cularly sanguinary engagements of the Ameri-
can Civil War

Further, there is £ood reason to assume that
the number of men killed in any one battle in
France comparcd with the number participat-
ing will be surprisingly low when compared with
the death-rate ameng an equal number of men
engagedin the ordinary, peaceful pursuits of life,

Appended is a table of authentic death-rates
in some of the battles of the American Civil
War with a comparison of the periods of life
during which the risk of death is equivalent 1o
those of the battle Named.

Death-rate  Equivalent Risk
in Life

Battle per 1000
Chickamauga . . . . 17.6 Age 23 10 29
Shiloh e 42.2 ‘30 to 35
Second Bull Run. . 45.4 3510 40
Vicksburg . . 12.0 “ 42 10 46
Stone's River, 50.0 47 10 51
Gettysburg 55.5 49 10 53

In other wor 1s, if you are thirty years of
age, you have precisely the same chance of
reaching your thirty-fifth birthday as you would
have of emerging alive from a battle as san-
guinary as that of Shiloh. If you are thirty-
five, your chances of living five years are the
same as those of the average soldier who
fought through the second battle of Bull Rua.
If you are forty-nine, you will live through the
battle of Gettysburg before reaching the age of
fifty-three.

Such facts as these are a surprising proof
of the uncertainty of life even under normal
conditions, and furnish a clear demonstration

of the absolute necessity of life assur.nce for
every man however ordinary his occupation.




