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' venient article that eau be employed for
taking down a chister and hiving the
swarm ?

Mr. Evans-Some years ago I was in
Owen Sound, in the summer season, about
the time of bee swarmiing, and I called on
Mr. McKlCight, and lie very pleasantly
showed me a systemu of swarming, which
was the best 1 have seen, and I have fol-
lowed it ever since. I think probably lie
lad better describe it hinself. I thoughît
it was worth journeying all the way to
Owen Sound to sec. I was at Mr. Mc-
Knight's house and I was very well treated,
and I learned how to take d ,wn the bees
on a stick, which I think is one of the
best things I ever learned.

Mr McKnight.-It was just mainly to
give my experience on that point to my
brother bee-keepers that I raised the
question. What I have used for fifteen
years is considered to be the best tling of
the kind that is used auywhere. Its con-
struction was not original with mie; I saw
it mentioned or described in Gleanings
fourteen or lifteen years ago, and I was a
comparatively youug bee-keeper at that
tine, testing nearly everything I saw that
came along; this is a very simple and
cheap contrivance. Those of you who
were brought up in the old country will
best imagine what it is like when I tell
you it is on the principle of a chimney
sweep's brush, only a chimney sweep's
brush is wire and this is made of wood.
Take, for instance, a piece of stick two
inches square and say two or three feet
long, as you please, champer the four
cdges of it and make itoctagonal in shape,
eight sided. Cut off a few pieces of lath,
rip your lath up the centre, cut them into
pieces about two feet long and nail
thei around on these eiglit bevels, one
after the other, till you get it filled down
well, six or eight inches would be quite
sufficient. At the other end cut a tin
ferrule, put it on the stock, with perhaps
two inches or two and a half inches to re-
ceive the stick that you put into it. Have
in your yard half a dozen or more different
lengths of stick that will slip easily into
this socket. When your swarm is cluster-
ing, that is the best time to do it, but it
does not matter; you can do it almost as
well after it is olustered. You can see at
once what length ot stick is required te
reach the cluster; take the stick that you
have in hand, put it into the socket and
as they are clustering put this in amongst
them and they will cluster on it every
time. I have taken swarms of bees off
the top of a big old elm tree; simply by
tying one onto the other you eau reach

away up to where the cluster is. If they
are clustered, as very frequently they are
before you have noticed them, take your
stick again and give a sudden -jerk near
the cluster of bees till you dislodge then
from their resting place. I will guarantec
to catch ninety swarms out of one hundred
with that simple contrivance. Having
them clustercd, then you eau set your
stick on the ground and take it away.
Wlien they are all settled upon your
chimney sweeping brush, lower you
stick, drop the stick thatwas in the socket,
carry home the swarm of bees to the fron i
of your hive and give it a sudden jerk and
there they are. I may tell you that when
one of the prominent inembers of the
British Bee-Keepers' Association w'as
over here duriug the Chicago Exposition
lie stopped at my place for a while and I
was showing him this contrivance. It was
in the morning and I was not sure, indeed,
I had little hope that I would be able to
give him a practical demonstration of it s
usefulness. In going through the orchai d
which was composed mostly of old trees-
my bees were in the orchard-there
happened to be what an Englishman
calls a cast and evidently it
had been there all night and
it was worth having. I took the stick and
I went through fhe simple operation withl
that litle cluster, and in less than ten
minutes the cast was upon mny chimnety
sweepers brush. Ie was so much inter-
ested in it that he wrote and asked me to
give h a full description. Itisnot worth
more than ten cents; a boy of twelve
years old could make one. The only
thing that cosîs anything is a tin fertile,
and it only costs five cents. I would
recommend eveiy one of you here to try
it and I believe if you try it one season
you will never dispense with its use.

Mr. McEvoy-The question asked can
perhapsbe ans\vered in another way; 1
tind a pair of scissors a good way to get
them dcwn.

Mr. McKnight-I never clip my queens.
Mr. Evaus-I suppose this does niot

interest expert bee-keepers who clip iheir
queens, but there are some who do noi;
i have had some clipped queens and I do
not like them at all, in coming back they
are liable to pile onto the adjoining hives.
Coming te the fact that we allow the bees
to swarm, and what is the best way to0 get
them down, I have found this device of
Mr. McKnights an excellent thin': I
didn't bother with the tin ; I male a
couple of them of different lengths and
then I fastened a hook on the end, at the
top, and I have another pole with a hook


