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of his extra weight, Imust gay X qm fully in accord.
with the new Standard-im this respect, that noth~
ing be allowed for over-weight Butifalate bitd
mect in ¢ompbtition with one fullygrown,the Iate:
bird has advantuges overcthe early. one—if weight
ié nottalten jtito tonsideration—and these advan-
tages-ate wholly thie effect of.age. For imstance,n
young bird mey lave & very small and straight
comb, and cversf Lreoder and fancier of the. Brahma,
knows what & desirable feature this.is, second only
to hackle, and fu the estimation of nota few, the
chief adornment of thé varlety. Now, if this bitd
were fully developed there is:no-donbt but that the
comb would be vetymuch larger, and. is liable to
develope ‘sorie unfavorable feature, which while
young-was hatdly discernable, Again, young birds
are whiter ii'saddle and hackle than when more
advauted: in age. And ifa birdshasnot yet grown
a tail, can any judge conolude with certainty what
will be, from what is; or is he juitified in doing so?
Yt is, What is l'he has to deal with, not what may
be, or even what in his opinion will certainly be.

I think that fally furnishea birds shouid be in.
sisted on at our winter shows, The principal ob-

ject of holding the shows at this season, when it.

is unpleasant and difficult to have birds comfort-

ably shipped or housed, not to mention the greater)

exponse—also more trying to the birds themselves
—is that the birds may be shown in a fully de-
veloped and furnished condition. Aund a want in
this sespect should be a disqualification. The
grenter expense I refer fo is that in connection
w ith holding the shows, fuel, &e.

Now that the time of our winter shows approach.
es, I feel disposed to offer a few remarks and sug-
gestions on the methods of judging. It may be 2
delicate task to interfere with old established cus-
toras, which have served their purpose for years,

. still we find every day changes of methods, which

in the past were considered unimpro eable, or
rather, perfect; the imperfections of which weye
too obvious when compared with those which dis.
placed them. If the proposed reform does not
bear upon its face the proof of its utility or im.

' provsment over existing systems, theh Iet it be

passed by ag visionary and chimerical; butif the
proposed reform is supported by reasonable proofs

of its necessity, accompanied with fessible and’

practicable plans of improvement, let us have t,hem
nor rest till we do.

¥ am aware that there are.a }arge numher of fan-
ciers in Canada who desire & change in the manner
in which our'shows are at present judged. I may
say here that I have do doubts, nor never havehad
any, that we have men eminently gualified to do

our judging, and just as honest and consciertious as

can be found in any other country ; but that is no
reason why they ghall not adopt the improved and

better method of judging by scoring the birds,
which is nothing. more 4han committing to writing

whaet-they sre already supposed to hold in their |

memory.. AndX belleve if yar judges once Ad&pt- .
cd this method they would never be willing to re- |
turn- 4o the. old Wholesn‘.e one. I cannotsgee why
it-is nat & help just as much as isa memomndum
of.goods purchased. Theye is not ong mexchant in
Canadg, I wonld suppose, ,tlm.t weuld sell a custo-
mer a8 many different azticles as thete are points ;
in a fowl without making a note of each and its

 valuey and.why shall not.a judge be axdud in the !

same way,. Ho:takes each bird out of {ts coop).
goes-over it. from.point. to point, and why shallhe
net note.-down the valyeiof ench. point as he goes .
along, and et the end run up. the bill. Fe must.
come to.some conclusion on each, and ablast must .
recapitulate, and not unirequently go gver them .
several times. Now, why shalla judge not bave a .
clerk,arid as he goes over the points call out the
value of each, and his clerk note itdown. I¢
seems to me the work can be done very expediti-
ously this way, dnd correctly too. If ajudgeis not
capable of putting a comparative value upon each
peint severally, it is only too evident he is nof-
capable of putting the same velue on the whole
collectively. But, if my memory serves ms right~
ly, it was held at Toronto last winter by many,
among the rest by yourself, sir, that only the win--
ning birds should be scored. Well, sir, il may
arise from my stupidity, but I cannot for the life
of me understand what use there is in the thing if
it be not as an aid-in determining which gre those
lucky birds, and as an educating medinm, The
judge critically examines every specimen not evi-
dently disqualified, and why shall he not note
down his decisions? I cansotsee why that every
man who enters birds in any class shall not have |
the satistaction of knowing where his specimens
are weak, I think he is entitled fo such informa-
tion. Of course he can hunt up the judge and bore
him a bit. And suppose the judge is disposed to
give the desired information, can he be expected
to remembei the whole deiails during the whole
time of the show ? Why he would needs to be &
walking encyclopedia. v
Now, as to the way this thing is done elsewhere.
Permit me fo quote from I. K. Felch; he is des-
cribing his method of judging : “ I bave aseparate
room tomyself, and the attendant carries the birds
from the coops to me. By this way I know no-
thing as to the ownership of the birds, or anything
else about the birds, but just pass judgement on
each bird separately.” I quote from memory, and
cannot recollect the exect words used, but I am
wunfident this is the spirit of it. Mow, ig it not
evident that all the birds are scored here. And
look over the advertisements of shows, and i3 the
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