
THJr MEF S S E N G E R.:

an opeu-letter.
Oh, the agony of shame and .indignation

that letter bas caused ber..! It is from the
man siè thought' until now.was ber bus-
band, although a heartless one, and a con-
firmed gambler; but the writer tells ber that
she is no wife of his,'as be had one living.
when be married ber under a feigned- name,
and -that it will be useless for ber to try
and find him, as by the time she receives
that ietter-he will be on his way to a for-
eign land.

Suddenly Bella starts up, and clasping ber
little laughter In ber arms, tells ber that
they will'go right away from Landon, and
ask grandfather t6 let them live with hlm.
The little one is pleased, for she knows not
the misery. that bas befallen them.

tending a card-party.
'Don't go, girls, don't,' she repeated.
Why, aunt Mattie, we asked, why not go,

Do you think card-playing just for amuse-

ment .wrong ?
I do think so.
.Why, everybody plays now. Just a few

evenings ago we were at Professor Ball's;

cards were brought, and we ail played. The

professor's son and daughter both engaged

in the amusement, and all the best families

do the same.
Even if all those you speak of permit and

help in. card-playing, does that alone make

it right ?
No; but if such familles think it right, I

would not like to set myself up, as a pattern

of goodness, and refuse their invitations, and

A Little Every.Day.
Just a little every day-
That's the way.

Seeds in da.rkness swell and grow,
Tiny blades pushthrough the snow;

Never any flower of May
Leaps to blossom in a burst;
Slowl., slowly at the first-

That's the way,
Just a little every day.

Just a little every day
That's the w.ay.

Children learn to read and write
Bit by bit and mite by mite

Never any one, I say,
Leaps to knowledge and its power.
Slowly, slowly, hour by hour-

That's the way,-
Just a little every day. 4,.

T

Poor Bella !she has brought her troubles thus tell. them that .1 thought their actions

.ai an herself, but they are not easier to bear wrong, I answered impatently.

..Cottager and Artizan.' - on that account. ' Let us hope that she Aunt Mattie's face :ushed a little, and I

There was unusual excitement to be no- will listen ta tbat dear Saviour wba died noticed ber thin, white band tremble as she

ticed ln the pretty village f Hipwood.and wo, in His infinite love and brushed back a silver lockfrom h

And no wonder, for two weddings- were pity, bas said, Core unta Me, ail ye that heud. Sbe laoked at me a moment with a

taking place in the old church on that bright labor and are heavy luden, and 1 wi11 give blending oL pain and tenderness; then she

spring morning. The avenue in the churcb- you iest. said

yard wus lined .with villagers waiting i- In the afternoof the sane'day, the su Mina, i you will liste, I will tel you

patiently for the service to be over. wus .ini' into Neîîy s kitchen, between something of my past lite.

' Here they come! ' Eager faces pressed some plants thut stood la tbe lattice wiu-, I told ber - would be glad ta listen, for

forward, children began to scatter flowers, 97, she was a pleasant talker and I loved ber

and rice was held in readiness. Very brigbt and comfortable the roam society. She contlnued .

Bella, -the village beauty, .was the first loked- tao, but fot more so than Néliy A long time ago 1 ,as the. mother of a

ta appear. With headl erect, and a look of - herself. Sbe was at tbé. oven, ttirning a dM
triumph in her sparkling eye, she walked cake bat sbe bai maàe,-oi tes in bonor of my cbild wus but tbree years of age. After

beside Philip-,Herne, ber tall and wýell dress- ler weddiug-day, and it certuinly sinelt thut,*ail my care, ail my ambition was for

ed bridegroom. Most tempting. that boy. I tried ta teach hlm ta bi man-

Her, brightest dreams were realized-she, Baby and a fine little boy of four years ly, ta be bonest, ta do rigbt under every

the blacksmith's daughter, had married a were playing on the floar. Suddenly bay

'gentleman,' whom she had met at a tleatre tbrew down ber toy, and toddled ta the give hin every udvantàge hé needed for edu-

three months before, and they were to live doar, calling "Paddy just as Frank cation and position. At the age of twenty-

in London. Saunders opened it. one le lad graduated lu a university of

Ah, Bella-! have you forgotten your bro- 91 declare baby knaws your step already, standing, was a large, fine-looking maun.

hen engagement, and that young lover who, Frank!'.said Nelly; 'did you ever knaw laoked upon him witb feelings of motberly

in this your bour of triumph, is on his way suèh a cbildV pride aud deep affection. I expected ta

to America, full of bitter disappointment '"Neyer,' answered Frank catcbing up the see hlm rise and fill soa honorable and

'What a lucky 'girl Bella is! she will be littie one, wha put ber aris round bis useful position.

so rich!' exclaimed one. neck, and rubbed ber rosy cbeek against Then, us now, it was the habit. of sa

'Yes,' said another, 'by breaking ber bis; «except aur Tai,' he added, as he put- ta play cards for amusement. I tried t

word, and by marrying this man against ted the beadof bis little boy, who was persuade Joe not ta play, for I always bad

ber parents' wish. Depend. upon it, money bugging his(father's leg. a strong aversion ta that kind of a pustime.

badly come by always brings trouble. Wait 'ow is it yau're sa ulce and early, For a ture lie beeded my wisbes. But one

and see. The blessing of the Lord it maketh Frank?' asked bis wife. even!ng a Young lady wbase society ho loved,

rich; and He addeth no sorrow with it.' Tbe Squire thougît I'd botter core haie and who bad a strong influence oyer hlm,
Every one bas been gazing so inteitly ut at one* and tell you the news,' replieat: persuaded him ta play bis.;frst gaie witb

Bëlla and~her smart clothes, that-Nélly, the Frank, with a sly bah at his.ife. - er. What apitytbàt womau'sbaudshould

second bride, met with little atteifon. The newsl h, Frank, whut 15 if ?' ever lead astray ! Hé, Ine many otbers,

HIaw nice slie looks !' somae whispered criod Nellv.; ouglit.there was o. wrong in i nd-that

as she passed with doaibcest eye and happy, Tlat's juàt the.:*ay -itb -women,. theylre. t cu e auy-hum.
arnle .- Sege fenb i f ùes' i er hus-., But cards hâd a strong fascinati. on j or hlm.

smile. s'ae feý- ad

Nice As Frank Saunders looked at his baud, spinuing out bis enjoymeuV. iu those parlor ganes wlere prizeswere of-

modest bride in ber grey dress, he thought Dou't be tiresome, Frank Do teil me«-fered ho was usually successful; the fact

ber beautiful beyond ail others, 'and his ut once, tbere's a dear,' sheudded, couxingly. stiiulated; hlm ta play iu ather places and

heart throbbed with his great love to ber, Weil, it's only that thé Squire.is going for mauey. In les than a year tram the

and fervent gratitude to God, who had given ta muRe me head gardener.' time he playcd is first parlor gaie li was

him a wife whose price was ' far above Oh. Frank a confirmod gambler.

rubies.' . And we'ro ta live in thut pretty bouse One night, pluying, lie iast, and lost leav-

Their affection had been of long standing. with te big gardon you liRe sO much.' ily. He lost not only ail his owu money,

For seven years Frank had made a home for 'Oh, Frank, it's tao good ! but I ulways but saie lie held la trust. Wlen thc last

his widowed mother, and had used much thaugbt you'd do soietÙlng grand sa dollar wus gane, being wld frai bis loss

seif-denial that his. vages as uinder-garden- day.'. and heated with wine, he arase froin the

er might provide ber with the comforts that '«I did something grand five years aga, table, drew a Ruife, and buried it lu the

ber failing health needed. She died bless- wbeu 1 murriod you, Nelly.' body of bis antaganist. He wus sent ta

ing herý son with ber latest breath; and a «How good God bus been tjus, "sle said, prison for lite. For ten long, dark years

few months after, Nelly left lier situation, revereutîy. I was tbe mother 'f a murderer; then a

where for years she had been a. devoted "Yes, indeed Ho bas,' replied ler bus- change care. Ho was taken s1cR; lie tass-

nurse, to marry Frank,who had won ber baud. 'We prayed for God's blessiug on ed ou a led of pain for many long weeks.

warm and unchanging love. our marriage, and I'm sure He gave It; and One night lie stepped out tram bis prison

* * * * we'll pray for His blessiug ou my uew work. lied, aud went inta the great unknown future.

It Is evening; and the fifth anniversary Ney, and surely He will give it--Fanny For-long years the grass bas beau gtowngupon bis grave, but n tirse can maloe me

of Bella's wdding day. pWaller. tyforget my grent srrow nom tbe cause af y.

lu a sliabliy upper moan of a cmowded ----- « -Naw, girls, dou't do ta curd-purties. Dou't
ladglng-bou se !in Landau she sits. On thas The Social Gavye. engage in thut kînd of amusement. Don'

ie the means f giving ta stra youg boy

mlsorab.le womnn, witb moans uotidym clotb- oknwledge which my led ta rult. Wtmai

lng, bo: the saVne proud Beala wno was Bo . o, gs dnt, sl i a site sliuld lcad ta purity aud good. She ill

much admired five yenrs ugo ? 11er fhded face refcve do it y card-playiug.-'Westesa Ad-

ls buried in bier bauds, and lieforo ber lies casionlly, wen We deie taling about at, vocute.'


