there ‘u as- the old-fashioned black Walnut
eta.nd adorned with a new spread and upon
lt the worn bible, also taken trom the parcel"

" lok bright and cheerful
_room had been freshened too .and the cup-

Mrs Graham walked slowly,
P fedry and her heart ached. Her hand was

near the, door. Beneath 1t Helen had shpped

an envelope contaimng ‘a cheery greeting:
and; a ncte, promxslng the payment ‘of room-.
" reiit for, the Year, signed by,Grandma Merle -

All about the room ‘were: touches of bright-
ness, such- touches a8’ girls know =0 well
how to give their. own roms to make them
The tiny sleepmg

board -with ' its three. shelves held "a real
Thanksgiving . repast — and much to spare

- Somebody, . hea.ing of the girls’ beautiful‘

idea, sent up a quantity of waod, and some-,
-pody else was heard to say, ‘If ihose vxrls

“care enough about the old 1ady to work as N
they will have to'in order to, get those rooms- .

comfortable and cozy; I. surely can 1elp rro-
-vide for her. this wmter
"Mrs, Grahams surprlse was provmg a
" greater- success than the girls had dared to

«dream. .
. ‘Oh, you sweet little primrose, ,said Helen,

.48, she stepped ‘out of the door you look as ;
Af you- had blossomed expressly for the oc-
There it stood, in a tissue-covered -

casion.’
jar, close beside the littie old bible, and

quaint little Prue remarked ‘] guess - 4t will
make her think of old timeés, and they all
laughed and said they guessed s0 too..

‘Hark! was that a step?. Yes. it's her/’
whispered one nearest the door ‘Now lis-

ten' ’ . v
she . was

on the door-knob biit she. paused. to- look
down the street “They will be here for me
soon and to—nlght Thanksgivmg -eve; - I
shail sle p for the ﬁrst time-in the poor-
“housé!” She sighed.. deeply, then turned the
knob and waliced in; .

Yes, ‘Mrs. Graham stepped in upon the
““pright new carpet, heard the cheerful crac-
kle of the wood fire, saw the comfortable

' rocker lnvrtmg her to rest. She saw, too,

1

_the bible on the little old stand and with a

start she exclaimed, ‘Why, this looks like the .
- her powers_to his service:

little sitting-room I had before Joseph was

"ealled home,’ and, then, as if arousmg from"

a beautiful dream, 'she added, ‘but tlns is
only a fancy, I'm tired and my poor old eyes
are seeing things as they used to be, not as
they are.’

Tive girls just outside could bear it no
longer, and in they rushed all saying at
once, ‘Why, Mrs., Graham,
Thahksgiving surprise, and your eyes are
not deceiving you a bit!’

Then it all flashed upon her. They were

the ones who had changed her dreary abid--

ing place into a veritable .little paradise.

Yes, Mrs. Dale had said that Marcia was out .
" with some girls—and here they all were in "

her own little rcoms.
" Someone read her the note from Grandma

Merle, and what do you think the dear, sur- .
-prised old lady did? She simply clasped her
hands, and in a trembling voice thanked her .

" beavenly Father for all the happiness of the
hour and then, unable to restrain herself
longer, she burst into tears, Tears which

caused the girls to stroke the gray hair and

tell ber how happy they had been in doing
for her.

“left the old eyes beaming with- delight, and .

the pale lips wore a smile, a sweeter. smile,

the girls said, than they had ever seen betore )
‘ upon her face,

"‘But ‘where.is the man—the man that was
Tho—

" “Papa telephoned him that you would re- .
“main in Galesburg,” interrupted Marcia, un-.

willing to have a single unpleasant thought

Ccross ‘the mind of the happy old lady. = She .

‘smiled in.reply. One of those smiles of per-

- fect satrsfactxon that carried a deeper mean

) True it was, that-

thig is your:
- ged ker to contmne her visits.

" then no- provision for the spiritual needs of

"Tears which, when wiped away, .’
of sceing a regular schoolmaster and mig-

: tress _appointed.

'ing of facwry-glrls

THE MESSENGER.

‘,‘—,self to'_~ her scholars by entering mto-thelr‘ 3
griefs and- sympath1z1n° With their diﬂicul-',f

ing 4han’ all the thank yous she could have
showeled upon them. . .

. Amid. many a ‘Bless ' you,’ and ‘God pro- -

tect you, the tired but happy girls started
homeward As they hastened along in the
frosty evening air, one and, another exclaim-
ed 'How perfectly delighted Mre Graham
was.’ ‘Really, T never enjoyed a’ day more
in my. life!*- and Marcia suggested as’ ‘she -

bade them good night that théy do’ something’
of‘thé kind on the" next Thanksgivmg, and .
4four girhsh voices ‘made- quick reply, ‘Yes, -
,mdeed W wlll'

: ‘Michigan Chrlstian Advo-
cate ' e

A Noble Dressmaker..
(By Mrs Duren ) )

A grc at ‘many people are to be found ready
to engage in philanthropic or spmtual work

“'if ‘they may but labor in' agreeable company
.angd’ bo provxded with attrastive apphanccs
~and promismg materlal
_been noblé: men and women who vith

But there have alsg -

straitened * means : and slender equipment
have éntered srnglc»handed into’ some wait

1ing field of labor and won a harvest "rom the

most ~ unpromising. - soil. Smgle-handed

“however,. only in the human sense, fcr. they

have been led and sustained by an 1ntimate
sense of an ever-present Divine Helper.
In'the early part of the century there, liv-

- ed in the small fishing borough of Yarmouth
.a sblitary young woman earning a‘fairw in-

come as'a dressmaker, As every one Knows,

“this is'a calling needing close application and .
There
-was then no: eight, or tem; or twenty hours'

attention in order to ensure success. .

limit - bevond whxch a much-pressed dr%s—

- makeér was supposed to be 1ncapable of stitch

stitoh stitchmg «-But Sarah . Martin was, a .

. Chrigtian womai,. and the stitchmg only re-
-presentc-d one. gidé of her life. At tke age ot
.nineteen a change had passed ‘over her. In .

consequence of a.sermon she had heard and

-much: subsequent study of thé bible she _'tvas
:led -at length to -the assurancé that Christ

was hers, and to consoecrate herseif and. all™

From, this time forward the attitude of her

- whole life was expressed in the desire to be

used by God, and she held -herseif in readiness
to enter upon auy field of labor that he might
open to her. At first she taught. in the Sun-
day-school.. Then shéd went to sce a sick girl

.in the work-house, and after the death of the

girl the sick and aged in the infirmary beg-
There was

the inmates of work-houses During these -
visits the ‘sad case of the workhouse. children,

:at that time so ighorant and utterly neglect-
ed, came under her notlce and excited her
pity. She obtained permission to teash-

them, and for many years set apart one
working day each woek for that puipose
For the rest of the week she sccured for
them the supervision of one of ihc paupers, -
whom' she hersell had to 1nstrnct . One of °
these men had been a drunkard his succes-

" sor was a thief, but under her zood influence

both became changed characters and shared -
in her anxrety for the religious welfare of the

'clnldren At Icngth when a new work-house

was built, Sarah Martin had the satisfaction

Her attenlion was next tul‘h..d to {he teach- -
She had only one per-
somn to assist her, the” difficulties of the posi-

tion were great but t.he indomitable energy‘
and untiring’ devotion of the teacher at

length conquered 'and her elass of torty or

"fifty, between the:ages of fifteen and thirty,

became a model of good behaviour, Beyond"

the bibie-ciass, Miss Martin endeared . her- -

‘times- toinesd rela.xa:tion

ever she went, -

ma.ny years the’ heart of this true woman had
- goné forth: with deepest compassion towards
‘the inmates of the- town- pn.eon “The Tol-

house Prison was like others'of the time—un-~

sanitary wretched, with : underground cells
onJy fit 16" be the habitation of wild beasts

There was no chaplain, no ‘schoolmaster, no.

attempt at occupationor: reformation, pri-
‘soners. ‘Were simply kept under lock ‘and key,

-and spent ‘their” ‘time chiefly in- cursmg.'

gambling, quarrelling, and- ﬂghtino' -
The secret wish of Sarah: Martiu s heart: to

gain admittance- and read the bible to:thesa”

depraved ‘beings ‘Was made -known to.no one
tiil the object was .attained, ‘God led me; and
I consulted: none ‘but hlm, wa3- her own ‘ac-
count 'of ' the matter.. :A woman was com-

mitted- for cruelty -to her. child. -and admis- - .

sion” to- :5e€ her--was applied for and: at first

. refused; bnt perseverance ‘was-at length .re- .

~warded; It was so'new: for-any one to care
- what' became of the inmates of the prison
that. the -unnatural.. mother;upon : reahzmg

that -a good and. puresvoman had come to

see:her, ‘burst. into tears.:
! This first visit. . sh,owed M

‘inmates tha.t she henceforth devoted all the
- time-she-could spare from earning. her daily
“ibread:to. the task.of amehorating their ;Con~

idition and rcformmg their cha.racters It

“was a.gigantic. task. for one poor working
-Wwoman.to. set her..elf was it not?

-house Prison might be excuged for consider-

“ing it thé proposal of either & lunatic or a -
But-. this woman was nelther.-

visionary.
.On the: contrary, she was Pogsessed of :sound
judgment and -good, . practical, - common-
‘sense; but she was inspired with an exalted
faith, and her heart was ﬁlled with Christ-
like pity and love.

* At first she was content with readmg the.

bible to the prisoners—the bibls. which she
herself knew from cover to cover. Then she
talked to them; she had a winning manner,
though she could be firm- enough, too.- Then
she taught them to observe the Sabbath —
all days having erewhile been alike 'in the
-prison. She established a- Sunday service,

and obtained readers from outsrde but as -

difficulties "arose the office at last."devolved
upon herself and from reading addresseg she
i time 4ccustomed herself to give extempore
religious discourses. She gave up an entire
day in the week, besides many other occa-
sions, to teach the prisoners .to read and
‘write, and also get them to work at various

employments by which they might earn a
little money to tdke at the end of their im-

‘ prisonment, Two gifts of ten shillings and
one’‘pound rcspectively enabled her to get ma~
‘terials to - commence
begged patches, straw and bones in order to

keep the men from that bane to all improve-.

ment—idleness.. The women were taught to

sew a.nd mend,; the men- and boys to make -

straw hats, - caps, spoons, scoops and other

useful articles from bone; also shirts, patch-

work quilts ete,” So.skilfully did’ she man-
‘age that employment was regalded ag’ a pri-
‘vilege, ‘Hot as a task. -

That this. one woman, without external au
‘thority to back her, should have been able
to establish -and maintain order and disci-

- Sitting"all day at her ncedle, a.nd teachmg_; [
a large “class twice a-week in> ‘the : evening‘ .

this young woman might be supposed some- -

- Onoff. eveninvs R
‘Her recfeation Was found in: ‘still: doing her. ..
- Mastei’s . work, -visiting’ tlie: poor and - sick SR
.bringing bnghtness -and consela.tlon wher- o

. Yet all this was bt preparatory During -",

- clearly the” deplorable state, .of- the Wretched )

Any one
who has read of the vileness.of that old Tol- -

upon, -and - she

-




