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Two Lives.

“Truth is stranger than fiction” Yes! and
truth is stronger than fiction also; one case
which we have seen for ourselves makes far
more impression than twenty ‘made up’ or
even ‘dressed up” stories told by others. Let
me try to bring before our readers two lives
which have been partly lived in my own
neighborhood. If I can make the contrast be-
tween them even half as vivid as the reality,
there will be no need for me to ‘point a morai,’
the lesson is too obvious.

Some twenty years ago two sisters were mar-
ried on the same day, and with, apparently,
almost equal prospects of happiness. But the
elder girl, whom we shall call Susan, made a
more advantageous choice than Jane as re-
gards the things of this world, for James
White was a handsoine, prosperous young man,
full of life and energy, proud of his fine-look-
ing bride, and most anxious to make her com-
fortable ‘and bright. Jane. wedded a Yjuict
God-fearing farmer, and cettled down verv
tranquilly to ‘guide the house and bring nup
children.’ ~Wuuam Scott was worthy of her
trust, and love, year'\by year their affection
for one another deepened, and, although they
Teever expected to be wealthy, their land yield-
ed increase proportioned to the patient care
bestowed upon it, their cattle were well look-
ed after, and prolific, in every trial and loss
they turned to God with submission, and to
each other for comfort. Jane saw her sons

-ond daughters grow up around her in ways of

honor and honesty, and she had no need to

~envy any mother in the kingdom.

by the dwellers in Scott’s farm.
‘mever altogether smooth, ‘but I Velieve firmly

I do hot say that there were not drawbacks
to prosperity, or disappointments to be faced
Qur paths are
that, even in this present world, ‘the Lord up-
holdeth ‘the righteous.’ '

_Susan White came to visit her sister from

~time to time, and rather laughed at her quiet

and homely ways. She loved to display her
cwn handsome dresses, and tell of the presents
which James brought her when he returned
from doing business in distant towns. He was
an auctioneer by profession, and greatly sought

- after as a clever and rising man.

. But the fees gained did not satisfy the youuy
couple’s desires for wealth. They found that
their dwelling was in an excellent position for
trade, and. very soon a license was obtained,
end a public-house opened. Tt prospered bhe-
yond their hopes, from morning to night, and

eometimes far beyond night-fall, the bar was

_ geription with ready acquiescence.

ciowded, Mrs. White was gay and attractive,
the liquor which she dispensed was decidedly
better than that obtainable in the shops around,
and fortune seemed to emile upon all the busi-
ness carried on. :

After awhile, however, Susam found herself
less able to stand all day in the shop, a baby- .
boy came to divert her attention, and she was
often weary and weak. Some neighbor advised
her to drink a bottle of porter daily ‘to keep
up her strength,” and Susan followed the pre-
Then a
day came when the porter was not a sufficient
ut.iﬁml'us to flagging energies, and ‘a little
whiskey’ was added, the ‘dittle’ soon became
‘muclt,’ and James White was horrified by find-
ing his wife helplessly intoxicated when he

~ returned home one evening after a busy day’s

»

~ tressed at having grieved him, and promised

work. He did not reproach her severely, he
was so gentle with her that she was really dis-

that such a thing should never, never happan

“again. Her good resolutions did not last lonz

however, for they were built upon no secure

 foundation, and Susan’s second fall made her
~ less able to resist temptation to a thind. Mat-

‘ters went quickly from bad to worsz, and poor
James finally decided to give up the shop, quit
kis once comfortable home, and move to an-
other house in the hope that reformation would
result, and his wife ‘turn over a new leaf,’ and
‘keep it turned. But we do not change ' our

~ characters with changed surroundings, anl

¥

Susan was no better able to deny herself m-
toxicants at E—— than at M Perhaps
the disgrace was even more noticeable there.

James had truly loved her, and it preyed up-
on his mind so greatly that he tried an awful-
ly foolish but all too common remedy for his
grief. The misery caused by drink was for-
gotten for a few hours by means of drink, and
the fine young man yielded himself hopelessly
to its influence.

It was a melancholy thing to visit that
household. Father and mother confirmed in-
ebriates, children despising and curmsing their
parents, and leaving them as much as possible
to taste the fruits of their doings alone. The
youngest son, born when his mother was at
ner worst, proved afterwards deficient in intel-
Ject, not exactly an imbecile, but weak and
belpless mentally, willing to be led by every
fresh tempter, a trouble and sorrow to ®those
who cared ‘for him in after years,

We must not prolong this sad record by
dwelling on details. When the curtain rises
again we find Susan alone except for the lad
just mentioned, her husband in a drunkard’'s
grave, and her four elder children making
their own way in the world as best they could.
After various plans and places had been tried
Susan was given a comfortable lodge in which
te live with Dennis, and might have been in
fairly easy ecircumstances had she conducted
Leaself wisely. At first all went well, poor
Susan came under good influences, took the
pledge, and promised t¢ turn from her sinful
ways for ever. But she had to transact busi-
ness occasionally in a little town near by, and
the temptations there proved again too strong
for her. She fell deeper than before, and af-
ter fresh repentance, only went back to fresh
degradation. TFinally, she implored a kind
lady friend to save her from herself, and do
what seemed best for her, as she could not
guide her own conduct. She was sent at first
to a quiet farm house, at a great distance
from public-houses, and placed under the care
of a farmer and his wife, but continual com-
plaints were followed by her determination
not to remain at IL———. Susan returned, and
was next established in an inebriates’ home in
Scotland.  There she was obliged to keep from
drink, but her unhappiness was great, and
ker discontent wore out the patience of all her
relations.  Nene would do anything more for
her. All longed.for her death. Her maintcn-
ance was provided on the condition that &he
never set foot in her native land again. One
daughter was about toimake an advantageous
marriage, and had the honesty to tell her lov-
ex all about her unhappy mother. His love was

unchanged, but he asked that the secret might .

be kept from all his family. So Annette had
2 continual ‘skeieton in her cupboard,’ and
was badly able to meet the constant drain on
her resources, and etrain on her mind. After
two yeans. spent in misery, Susan managed
Lo scrape together a little money, and ap-
peared once more in the  old neighborhood.
She took a room-—a damp, dark place—in our
village, ‘hoping to live the rest of her time in
peace’ near her youngest boy. When Christ-
mas time came round she was asked to prepare
a plum-pudding for a friend, and insisted on
putting in a glassful of whiskey.

This seems to have aroused the old eraving,
and her last fall was final. A drunken bout
was followed by complete break-down of her
worn-out constitution; exposure brought on a
chill, and disease of the lungs rapidly super-
vened.

Must she die in the workhouse? we asked
one another, and God answered through the
kind heart of Jane Scott.

Susan on a summer evening

I last saw
last September. She had been received into

the home of that good sister, and lay, eur-
rounded by kind care, gasping out her life.
All the surroundings were ideal. The farm-

- yard, 8o nicely kept, full of flowers, The bright

garden with its bee‘hives, fruit and flowems.
The spotless kitchen, well furnished with every
lomely comfort, and Jane herself, gentle, mo-
therly, neat as alwaye; thankful for her good
husband, and the eons and daughters growing
up in godliness and prosperity. They weie

‘plain farmers,” but there was money to spare .

for such luxuries as bicycle and piano; leisure
for books, for Bible study, and family prayer.

‘Above ~ll else there was the atmosphere of

lo_ve—«love towards one another, and towards
Him of Whoee gifts it is written. "Phe bless-
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ing of the Lord it maketh rich, and He addeta
no sorrow with it.

All James’ children were and are Total Ab-
stainers. They never tasted drink, and never
needed it. What a contrast was presented by
the sisters who began their married life on
the same day!

Susan White, dying a pauper, without ona
human being to regret her, knowing that she
had entailed a eurse upon her children, been
the means of her husband’s ruin, alienated and
disgraced her friends; while Jane who sought
first God's righteousness had ‘all good things
added’ unto her.

The poor woman was humbly repentant it
last; she passed away very suddenly, but not
until she had scught forgiveness from Him
who never casts out a sinner, and she grieved
alone for the young son left behind her, whose
incapacity and weakness she knew omly too
well.

I have told this story because it illustrates
very strikingly many points which are brought
forward by those who speak in the eause of
Total Abstinence. The facts are absolutely
true, and alas, I fear, only too common. But
1 have never met the different phases of drink
and its consequences so strikingly exemplified
i one person. Had space allowed many more
details of interest could have been given. Such
as it is—brief and bare, and matter of fact—
1 trust the record may be useful, and may
perhaps bring home to some minds the reality
of the ruin to ‘mind, body, and estate,” caused
by yielding to the first temptation, and drink-
ing to its last dregs of Dbitterness the cup of
retribution, ‘Whatsoever a man soweth that

shall he reap’—An Irish Secretary, in the
‘Temperance Record.’
S g
The Bishop of Hereford on
Betting.

At Oxford, recently, the Bishop of Hereford
told a large and influential aundience.that in
all his life he remembered no time when the
greed of gain was so strong as now. He spoke
such words on ‘Sport, Betting, and Gambling’
ag ought to be pondered by every man and
woman in the land. In connection with the
special perils of the gambling evil, the Bishop
told how he had been engaged on a Betting
Committee of the House of Lords, and thought
the most striking evidence they had had was
given by a very influential working man, Mr.
Robert Knight, of Newcastle-on-I'yne. He had
been ten years a justice of the peace; he was
brought up as a mechanic, and he followed hig
trade for twenty-five years. He had retirad
now, but he was the general secretary of the
Boilermakers’ and Iron and Steel Shipbuilders’
Society, which had nearly 50.000 members, for
twenty-nine years. His evidence was very
sirongly condemnatory of betting.—Selected.
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IF NOTALREADY TAKING THEM

Just try ‘WORLD WIDE’
and the ‘MONTREAL WITNESS’
To the End of ths Year at Cut Rates.

*WORLD WIDE’
Canada’s Leading Eciectic. A weekly
reprint of all the best things in the
- world’s greatest journals and reviews, re-
flecting the current thought of both hem-.
isphere. Internaticnally fair at all times.
Good se.ections from the best cartoons of

the week. The busy man’s paper. Noth-
ing like it arywhere at the price.
Regular price ppr annum, postpaid

the " WCEIQ “over . .0 . ..3$1.50

Special rates to the end of 1907, only.. 20:

‘MONTREAL WITNESS.’
¢ Au Independent, fearless and forceful
newspaper.’

Latest news, Market and Stock Reports
Financial Review, Literary Review, Goo
Stories, Home Department, Boys’ Page,
Queries ‘and Arswers on all subjects, etc.,
ete. Adverticemerts under editorial super-
vision, A clean, commercifl, agricultural,
and home rewspaper.

Dch“;;; Frice per annum— :
aily Al SrR R L SIS e ol | d
Weekly Editfon .. .. ..o v o . ‘:1388

Special trial rates to the end of 1907— !

5 Daily Edition, only .. .. .. .... 35¢
Weekly Edition, only ., .. .. «a 4 15¢

- N.B.—These &pecial rates are for bona-
fide new subscriptions only, and are n

available except for Canada (outside Mont-
real and suburbs), the British Icles, and
~such other ccuntries as do not require ex-
tra postage = For list of these see page 12.



