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equeation of tho general utility of Esquimalit asanavalstation
coal dopOt would naturally dopond upon its sdvantagoes as s
ure and couveniont hnrbour, o suitable base for supp fes and
Militios for ropairing ships of war damaged at sea. Tho first
ms bettor fulfilled thore than would bo xzrobnblo at any of tho

Bin Sea Islands, whilo tho completion of the graving dook would
fil the latter. z\s o coal dopodt, however, thesafoty of Nanaimo
orotho mines aro situated must always be a most importan

Ristderntion, Liout..Colonol 8trange, alludos pointedly to this,
1d Lieuyt.-Colong] Irwin, and from my own knowledge I havo
te doudt tho&glt\co presonts facilitics for casy defence against a

fval attack. Tho above conslderdtions however scom almost of
ondary lraportance in view of the proposcd rallwa,- terminus
[Burrard Inlet. To unil ono who has seon tho shipping at 8an
wneisco, nnd noticed the businessdono by the Union and Central
oific m’llwny 1t must seem to be a matter of the vory highest
itical and military {inportance to possess o naval station at
[@at will bo oventually tho terminus of the gront Britlsh Arme-
B an highivay of commerce from beyond tho Paocific.

ho position of Esquimalt with referonco to the Straits of 8an

pn do Fuca, tho Channols of Haro and Rosarto, tho ontranco of jand rivals our lnstnutlonshnnd she wi

BgeL Sound, and thogenoral configuration of tholocality, scems
nirably ndnpwdx r protectionand command. Unce tho rallway
o working ordor, the question of supplies, reilefs, &c., will ro-

ive the most satisfactory solution,and its otherwiso unprotected

lminus at Burrard Inlet scems to furnish tho strongest argu-
nts in favor of rotnlnln{g Esquimalt, and rendoring it thor-
Ehly seouro ag o naval station and marine arsenal.

N aimost doubt whether tho value of tho coal supply of Nanatmo
Ry ct Lhorothly understood or apprecinted, either on thls or tho
or slde of the Atlantle. In 1576 for instance, tho output was
lted to bo 110,000 tonr ; throo companies at work with plant, in-
Bding elghteen on%ca. 81x steam pumps, and tramway to the
Marves, which are feot long, and sufticlont dopth of water for
Rge ocenan Ateamers.

o construction of the Canadian Pacific Ratlway will eventually
der tho conveyancoe of rolnforcoinents casy in time of war, and
nay bo oxpectnd the ocean terminus will In time be loeated at

Sound ; thus the presont inadequate force
wo infantry companies at Victoria
pld bo soon relieved, but wo must alivays roly also upon the

Byal Navy, for Great Britain cannot possib Y negleot the advan-

. elz;} Esqu!’mnlt affords as a strategic naval baso in the North

c. .

B8’c should not overlook the progress In naval strength and re-
hrce which tho Russians are rapldly developing at Petropol-
kil and Amosr River ; the former only 4,500 mfiles from Van-
ver, the latter only 500 miles furthor. In the event of
» Russia might be in_a position to harass not only Hong-
g and the China and Japan trade, but to send a squadran
Foss tho occan in thirty days to attack the western sea board of
g Dominion. This, unless properly fortified, would in the ab-
co of the British squadron, be In some _mensure at the enemy's
rcy. What theresult would be of such a hostile descent upon
so shores, whero 8o many monuments of British industry and
rgy oxist, must awaken grave thought. (ireat Britain cannot
refore wl{,hdrnw her protection from her North Paciflo posses-
8, which the Dominion bhas conjointly already spent & large
In partially fortifying.
naval history proves anything, it proves that the commander
sea-going squadron must havoe full discretion, and that his
Nicess will bo proportionate to his self-reltantgenius, to restrict
t quality may not bo advunmfzous. Tolegraphio communica-
on the othor hand, {8 a vory important cloment which cannot
verlooked ; although it might not be prudent to send n conti-
us stream of instructions to tho commander of a squadron, yet
tclcgrngh must play an important part in futuro naval
. e telegraph wires running aoross tho continent on
ish torritory render it all the moreimportant, that Vencouver
uld ever continuo the naval base in tho North Pacific,

tho opposite sidoofthecontinont Halifax 18 the imperial fort-
,designcd heavily fortified and maintained as an important
In the ﬁorth Atlantic. Qur North Paoclfic fleot, strugglin
out a telegraphic base, without & secure and woll fortifie
{depot, dopendant 1;‘)erhnps on an lsland In mid oconn for its
%! and supplies, might sometimeos be in a precartous condition.
Raust be forescen that in o long naval war it might not be al-
8 possible to protect it. Were Esquimalt navy cfm-d given up
an fsland in mid ocean substituted, the Paclfic squadron
d rely for coal upon New South Wales, England, but notably
upon Vancouver, perhaps all threo. Wherever {t comes from
uust bo carried by colliers to its island point, and how many of
o rntilers might fall into the eneiny’s hands _en route, supply-
them ateoa with tho very material most.needed,
oW, wheire 2 dockyard and arsonal already eXist, a graving
< for dirabled Bhips in progress, unlimited coal deposits abound
jd forces at hand, and o-and-byo by railway to be reinforced
welve days from Ontarlo, 1and batterics built and easily sup-
ted, a tolegraph terminus, and perhaps not tho least note-
whore a loyal and a brave peoplo can be thorough-
K round, appears to stamp Esquimalt hefore
: lotxhcr placein the Pacife as the propor naval baseand coaling

o,
withdraw from It inight run the risk, intime of war, of boin
tout of tho Pacific, and supposing suoch a thing possible, an
nemy In posgession of our stores and coals at the important
, Vancouver: he has_shut us out cntirely until a powerrul
dron got round Cape Horn to recover our supromacy ; and on
t would that squadron have to dopend, without any coaling

B and at groat disadvantage, in trylng to recover that which we

@1ld never run the risk of jeopardizing. It would bo wrong to

perse forces at & number of points of 1ittle uso in o great war,

g30 important position on which tho supply of and communi-

n with the North Pacific depends. must never be left to an
ny, norylolded in ony way.

¢ fmportance of Vancouver as a naval base and tho conso-

ccs of 10sing 1t, ronders tho rallway across the Dominton one

iy concorniny tho wholo Emplire; and for thoso reasons it is

81 desirablo tna.  .acouver Island should never boabandoned

gbur ehips of war, Esquimalt is avajlable forshipaofany ton-

g0 or draft of water to run intoin agalc ofwind by day or night

1t will bokept in view that Russin is tho powor against which
we might havo to take precautions, for with respect to ourn'londlly
noighbors over the border, wo nced hardly bave any anxiety. 1t
18 truo the United States frontier hasg beon advanced, 8o that the
channol entrance to Nanaimo from the southward can be com-
rmanded by Amorican guns from the Island of 8an Juan, which
wo havo sllowed to become Amorican ground. Thero 18 a militar;
post, formorly tho narrack of our Royal Marines, on the Islan
within sight of the City of Victoria, another at Port Townshend,
about forty miles up Pugos Sound, and another at Fort Vancouver.
on the Lower Columbia River, tho entrance to which i8 defonded
by heavy battorics near Astoria.

The United 8tatos are keonly sensiblo that fleets without well
dofended conling 8tations and fortifled bases accessible to the tole-
graph, and in military occupation, arc dangerous to trust toin
modern warfare, and hardly reltable alone to protect fixed pointa.
But Amerlca I8 peopled to alarge extent by descendants ~Cour
own raco ; sho has the 8ameo language, tho same traditio and
alms ag ourselves, doveloping amazingly s1do by side ofou uwa
famtly, Proud ofour history as reﬂccunq upon herself,sho imitutes

11, like ourselves, novor on-
courage tho art af war with a view of promoting that which she
knows fuil well nover can follow tn the wake of & purely warlike

ollcy, namely, wealth, soclal progress snd materias dovelopment
‘or hor people and hor industries.

It was st~ted that during the recent Russo-Turkish campaigus,
thoro wore eleven ships of war fiying the Russian flag in S8an
Francisco Harbor, all in first-rato order, carrying about 2,000 men,
and moro guns than in all our squadron from Chilt to Vancouver.
Their object may be takon to attack British posressions and com-
merce 1£ wo had beon drawn iInto war, Might such an event not
bo possiblo in the futuro, and should not Esquimalt bo thorough-
1y armed a8 o grent naval hnsis, telegraph and raflway terminus
in tho North Paclfle, and as & standard of eflicicnoy and support
should not at least one hundred marine artillerymen under the
%dml;nl. and on the ship’s books of the squadron, be stationed
there

———— e
Pominion Artillery Association.

CIBCULAR No. 39.

In accordance with a resolution passed at the mecet-
ing ot the Council of the Dominion Artillery Association,
on the 4th March, 1850, by which it was resolved that
the prizo presented by His Excellency .the Governor
General, be held this year by the officer commanding the
most efficient Field Battery. The following scale of
marks by which the efficiency of each Fiold Battory will
be tested is published for general information.

Marks will be given by the Inspectors of Artillery
ateéheir annuai inspection, g& follows: —

Clothing and accoutroments ....ccecvevierenese 8

Guns, carriages and equipment .. .. 8
Horses...ooesuvvens covessninnnnenianane . 8
5 Harness and harnessing.......... . 12

Marching past—walk, trot, gallop............ 12
Standing gun drill and answers to questions

on grtillery, by N. C. Officers........... 24
Fiold mancavres........ coeeee 18
Selection of fighting positions and answors

to guestions from Field Artillery Ma-

nua! on fighting tactics, (by officers)... 24
Each officer or man with S, G. certificate,

Tst. t04th.eceieriiiiiiiiiieiiiineiiinnnnc 4 to 1
Each man with an efficiency badge, (}).... 25
Sword drill with mounted officers and N. C.

1031 i111:) ¢ R PR 1
Dismounting and disabled ordnance ......... 8
Discipline (including camping details)...... 10
One tenth (1-10th) total score at competitive practice.

T. B. ST:RANGE, Lt-Col, L of A,,
President of Council, D.A.A.

Quebec, 21st April, 1880.
———— e e

THR +wonty-Nrst annual prize meeting at Wimbledon of the Na-
tional Riflo Agsoclation twill begin on Monday, the 12th July. The
camp will be ready for occupation on Saturday, 10th July, It 18 the
intention of the council to revort to the custom of opening their
gates to the publlc freo of charge after evening gunfire during the

Pre thef can anchor In from gsevon to njne fathoms in & lan
¢d basin.

meoting. The councsl will bo glad to recoive contributions in
kind to be added to the 118}, of  oxtra? prizes, i R
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