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THR PROTESTANT) OR NEGATIYE FAITH REFUTED,
AND THR CATHOLIC, OR APFIRMATIVE VAITII, DE-
MONSTRATED FROM SCRIPTURE.

.—Tue Houy Evcitanter.—~Conlinued.

The unbelief of Protestants ma mfvstery 8o clearl
revealed by hitn, whom they acknowledge to be God,
is the more unaccountable ; as they have in all nature,
and even in themselves, the constant and most strik-
ing proofs of his pawer to wurk the very change in
question,  For do they not behold himia the vegetable
as well as the animal species of cvery denomination,
 transubstantiating ** one substance nto another
Do they not bcholh him, even in themselves, * tran.
substantiating* their weat aund drink into their very
flesh and blood ? Lot them tell me clse from what
other source dues the dinnnutive infant denive its .
creasing butk tili it has grown up into the full.sized,
and perfect man 1 And canthey then deem it absurd
to behieve, on Ing formal and repeated asseveration
that he can do tor himselfin a ¢ supernatural ”* and
* fnstantancous "' manner, what he duesin a sl and
natural manner for alt '="The first and last of his pub-.
lic miracles was * transubstantiation ; ** the first, that
of water inte wine at the marcruge feast of Cana in
Gallilce—John ii. ;—the lust n still greater one, that
of bread and wine into his bodyand blood, at the mysti-
cal marriage feast of lumself, the celestial ** bnde-
rroom, the king's son, *? to which all are invited
fatt. xxu, 2. But this, the last and greatest of all his
wonders wrought, he ntended as the chiet’tnal, vest,
and object of'our faith.—\Vherefore, resting it on the
evidence of all ather miracles, he denies iy that of all
the senses,but the hearing, « Faith,” saye the Apos.
tle, “cometh by the hearing, and hearing by the word
of Christ.”—Rom, x. 17, And can we distrust his
word, so clearly, ficquently and emphatically announc-
ed? Can we refuse our cntire reliance on that word.
to the truth of wlich, allnature has borne such r-
aculous testimony 7 The winds and the waves were
seen subject at his call, and the inhabitants of the deep
crowded instantly where he wilied them.  The wa.
tery element  grows firm under his steps.  The vege-
tating productions ar2 blasted by his frown.  Dis-
eases, defects and debilities of every kind vanish at his
word. The blind sce ; the deaf hear; the sick are
restored to perfect heath ; the lepers are cleansed ;
the devils fly at his rebuke ; even death and the grave,
at his summons, yicld up instantly their dead: the
very inmost thoughts of the humnan heart are hnown
to him. Inaword, the whole of nature owns him.
though disguised in human form, her almighty Maker
and Sovereign Lord,

If we see hun not performing such miracles, we be-
hold him daily working inthe administration of e

universe other wonders as astonishingly great.—Fory

instance, ta give nife is a far greater act of omnipo.
tence, thau to restore it: and tus we see hun do daily,
by cailmg into existencoe millions of creatures, aud
giving them life and a2 being, which they never had be.
fore. Hereproduces with increzse the sced in the
ground to feed his needful creatures ;as he re-produced
the loaves and fishes in the desert to feed his fasting
followers :and can he not as casily re-produce in its
very distribution, by the hands of lis pastors, ¢ the
bread of life,”” which ho pronused to give us? It was
trom this very miracle, a most stupendous one cer-
tainly, that he took accason to challenge the behe!
of the multitude, who had wituessed it, in his power
to furnish them with s far more wonderful and cx-
quisite repast : not an carthly one, for the short sup-

ort of thebody ; but a heavenly aud hife.giving one,
or the nourishment of the soul: food, as he affirms,
far exceeding even the miraculous manna of the Is-
s «clites, and infinitely surpassing the Protestant’s poor
drop and crumb.

It was our original distrust in tho word of God, and
cuc guilty wish for furbidden knowledye, that wrough
all our woe in Paradise, by making us the willing
dupesoftho decciving fiend. The reparation, therc.
fore, of our fault 1s our entire rehance on the word of
God, without coveting to know and understand more
of his mysteries than he has been pleased for the pre-
sent to reveal.  Asa trial, therefore, of our faith
his word, he has grounded his whole religion on mys-.
terics inexplicable ; several of which are admitted
by Protestants as articles of their faith ; such as the
unity’~nd trinity of the Godhead 1he Incarnatian of the
Eternal Son, the resurrection of the dead, &e.  Aud,
while they adnut these, ns esse atinl traths revealed to
us by the Deity, can they reject, though more expiic-
itly, vepeatedly, and emphatically revealed and taught
by.the same authority, the Eucharistic mystery, on
tho 91lo pler of 118 incornprehensibility ?

Yet inthe whole of nature, winch is that single ob-
jeet which man in his present state does fully com.
prehend 2 Aro we not every where surrounded with
mysterics inexplicable? Are we not 10 every ecnse,
a perfuct mystery cven to vurselves? And shall we
dout the clear declaration of God, becauseta us its
verification is quite incompreliensible?

The Eucharistic mystery is, if you please, thohard.
st to bo understood. 1t is, if 1 may callit so, *the
mystery of mysteries, ”” and the ong by which our trust
in the divine'word is put tathe eevercst test.—Rut
then it is, on this account, the clearest and most fully
rgvealed of any ; not only by the Saviour's solemn,

pldin and positive declarations on the snbject ; but by
the, else unmeantny, legal sacnifices, types and fisures,
the whole of which but pointed at this mystery, and
found in it their full accomplishment,

Our beliefin this mystery. from our total reliance
on the word of God, 1a the ample amends made to
him for aur origimal distrust in his word : and, 2s we
(el from him by our disbelief, wo are restored to him
1 tha mystery, and nmted with hun 1 the closest
manner, in reward of our perfect fath, Qur bane is
thus changed into our bligs ; and +* the tree of death,
withits forbidden truit, converied into “the tree of
hfe;” the frutt of which we are commanded to cat
a3 the soverergn antidote agamst the threatened death;
for on the trec of the crogs that body hung, and that
blooid wag shed, to the eating or drnking of which ig
pronused eternal hie.~—John vi. as above.

Sull to those not ¢ taught ot God, ” but of man,
how incresdible and absurd must seem 8o deep a wys.
tery! And hence do we see all the sectaries though
they aflizet to cling to the letter of the Seripture,
rackmyr their bravys, and rshang every coujecture, ra-
ther than take the Saviour's words 1 their pfain, un.
fizurative, and literal meaning.  ‘'hey  bel eve ns de.
claratioa unly 1w as far as taey thak they waderstand
. Where then is the ment of'their fanth, if they be-
hieve notlung ofthe word of God but what they com.

prehend ! Strange presumption mn such shari.sight. -

ed and igrorant worms, to ect themsenes thus to judge
how far the evident disrlosures of Om.aiscience aro
adnussible ; rejecting of them as absurd and impossi.
vle. whatever cumes not withe . the narrow sphere of
their intellect.—** Paith, " says St Paul, ¢ cometh by
the hearing. ”~=Rom. x. 17.—¢ [t stands not on the
wisdum of men, but on the power of God.” 1 Cor.
il. 5, * Wespeak.” contmues he, * the wisdom of
God in a mystery 2 a wisdom which is ludden ; which
God ordaned belore the world uato our glory ; which
uone of the princes of'tlug world knew.  But to us
God has revealed them by his Spirn; for the Spunt
-earcheth all things, even the deep things of God.
For what man knoweth the things of a man, but the
spirit of'a man, that 15 1w lun?so, the things also
that are of God, no man kunoweth but the spint
of God. Now wo have received, not the
spinit of thas world, but the spint that s of' God ; that
we may know the things that are given us from God;
which things also we speak not in the learncd words
of human wisdom, hut w the doctrine of the Spirit,
comparmng spiritual things with spintunl.  Bat the
sensual man perceiveth not the things that are of'the
spirit of God, for itisfolly to lum ; and be canunot un-
derstand, because it is spiritually examined.  But the
spiatual man judgesh all tnngs, and he hiaself 13
jndged by noman: for vvho has known the unnd
of the Lord, that he may instruct lnm ! But we have
the mind of Christ. *—Ibid.

‘Those, theretore, * taught of God,” and who thus
“have the mind of Christ.,” can see in this Euchar.
istic my-<tery a doctrine worthy of that God, who with
his word created all things out of nothing : and, in
our beliefin a mystery so .nexpheable, anact of hom.
age paid to his veracity proportiorably great, while
those * taught ofman, who oerceiveth not the things
that are of thespinit see nothing in st but folly, because
they cannot understand.”

et m all this prodigy of love to man, there is no.

thing too much for hun to accomphsh, who could!
stoop so from his sovereiga height to the extreme low !
liness and utter abjection uf our fallen and woretched:

TusUnrsuLiNe QonveNT, CHAR-
LESTOWN, DMass,— The Boston
correspondont of the V. Y. Tris
bune, writing Saturday, 21st inst,;
says ¢

"In the House, yesterday, a
p2lition was presented, sigued by
Agor Lawrexce and two. thou~
s+ad others, praying the Legisla-
turo to remunerato the proprictors
of the Ursuline Convent, Iamin-
clined to beheve that (he prayer
of this petition will be granted, as
it cortainly ought to be. Itisare-
Iproach to our State that this act of
ijustice has been so long postponed.
1Butitis not too late to retrieve
our tarnished honor,”

\We believe that the Catholics of
Massachuseus have abstained from
signing this petition, or concerning
themselves with it in auy way.—
They haveso often applied for
justice to the Legislature of the
Stare without obtaining it, that they
have abandoned the prosecutio nof
their just claim, and determined to
remain inactive observers of the
course of eveats,  Their Protes-
tant fellow citizens have, however,
taken the matter in hand, and have
united without distingtion of party

)

\

pose their limbs and the more flow.
ing portions of their apparel, a
number of very contented looking
gentlemen and ladies, wilh here
and there a family of children, nei-
ther half clad nor half starved, as
possibly the case with tho supposs
ed observer's own. Wherever he
turns, wealth, and ease and finery
stare him in the face.—Whatever
is biight, obvious, and symmetri-
cal in the arrangement and equip-
ments of the bwlding,—whatever
bashs in the Ubroad light of the
church,~—Uelongs to the aristocra-
cy, or would be uristocracy of the
parish,

But the poor—where are they ?
Nowhere.  Stay 3 here is a Suns
day rchool in the middle aisle; and
in a2 remote corner are two cr three
dozen * free sittings,” as also in
the middle aisle, where they look
as homeless,and as comfortless,and
windblown, as so many apple~
trees lining the pavement of the
High-street ;5 and on these are
hall’ a-dozen old mea and women,
tlere and there in holes & coraers,
may at length be discovered a few
more. The chureh seems a mere
epitome of the town, in which the

in memorializing the Legislature
(which, as our readers are awaie,
iss this year, * Democratic” by a
small majority) for restittion,—
Abbot  Lawrence, whose name
heads the petiion, is a man of
great influence and high standing
in Massachuseits,  He was very
generally & favarably thought of as
a candidate for Senator from that
State in the room of Mr, Webster.
We will se¢ whether or net the
Legislature will discegard this me-
morial also.— N. Y. Freeman’s
Jourual,

OF ME=

THE cHU{CH
POJR,

In alate aumber of the Lritish
Critic we find the following 1e~
marks which we lay before our
readers, not only as inirinsically
good, but as useful in indicaung
the “course of religious feeling
{among the High Chureh party in
. Great Britain, of which the British

Critic is the organ.

Tue Cuurcit ofF THE PooRr,—

condition : could even assume oursnifering and mortul
humamty, and in it, *as a worm and no man, the re-
proach of man, and the oueast of the people”—Ps.
Xxi. B.~—bzar the expistory putishment of our guilt, in
order ta save us from destructron. It isnot too much
for hin, who could muke himself our brother, to vouch-
sife so to dwell in the midst of us: disguised, indeed
to try our fuith, and muflled up in the sacramental
veus ; but in that very saime, though now zlorstied and

impassible bumamity, which he disdained not to take

upon aimsell for our sake.~ere e stands between
us and the just wrath of his Heavealy Father :plend-
ing *our luzh priest according to the order of Mel-
chizedek,” a merciful respite for sinaers, and pre-
serving thus our sm-polluted worla from destruction :
a3 Moses, interposing himselfhetween the angry Deity
aud the gty Israeltes, prevented their threatened
exterannation : and as Aaron, tie ifwh Pricst, has-
tening forth with lus censer =nd holy fire, stayed the
havac made m the camp by the destroying Angel.—
Numb. 14. Ind 16. 43

Ves, he eull deigns to dwell in the rudst of kis fal.
lowers here on earth  His love for us, wiuch knows
no bounds, will ot suffer hin to be absent from the
darling objects of his care and concern, My dehght,”
says hie, *15 1o be with the children of men"—3rov.
vit. 81 : = Lo ! [ am with you at al) times, evan to
the end of the world "—Matt. xxvii. 20:—and,
“whero two ot three are gathered togetherin my name,
tiiere am [ in the midst of them.”— Matt. xvi. 20.

No bars or doors can now exclude his presence. In
the midst of his Dusciples, though closet-ed up for fear
of the Jen g, hie suddenly staod andgave Ins wounds
to be felt by his doubting Apostle : chiding him at 1li¢
same time in the gentiest mander for his inerédulity.
“Because thon hast scen me,-Thomay,” said he, “thou
hast believed, but blessed are they, who-have not seen

aud yet have believed,” John xx. 29,

Letussee. The poor man havig

great thoroughlares and openings,

'the stately mansions and terrazes,

are occupied by those on the sum-
mit or ascendant of wealth and
power 3 while the ten thousand
poor ure buried outof sight in lanes
and alleys, i cellars and garrets,
in lonely cells or crowded lodging-
houses,  Isit possible that this is
the church of the poor? the poor
man does not fail 1o ask. Is it rea-
son, or justice, or anything but
mere tyranny—the dead weight of
an inveterate wrong — that this
wealthy, luxurivus, exclusive con-
aiegation should levy tnbate from
us poor people, whom it spurns
,and virtally drives away 7 In
1ihis way, and on these grounds,
'the poor ectually do argue against
the claims to supremacy and na-
tional support advanced by the
church ; and in this way they will
argut till the appaient grounds are
atiered, and the church shall be,
and seem to he as well as pretend
to e, the church of the poor.
Privacy,—*It is indeed obser~
vable,” says Isaac Barrow, speak-

t1aid out of his caraings towardsling of St Peter, * that upon all

the expences of public worship,
-and the maintenance of 2 cosily fa-
'bric, diffidently approache. its pos.
;lals. Withit he finds a great deal
+of apparatus and ornament just of
rthat decent and comfortable sort
which seems rather addressed 10
the tastes of private life and gen-
teel sacicty, than to the severer and
more reverential instircts of religi-
on 3 which, therefore, though not
so caleulated 10 provoke the keea
hatred of the fanatic, are possibly
the more Likely ¢» awaken the big-
ter envy of the poor.—The whole
plan seems designuted for eentle.
men and ladivs, or at least for such
as e world has smiled upon.
There is mahogany panelting and
brass rods, aud erimson curtains, n
sitken clergyman, and perhaps a
sselled clek, new gitding and
painting, and varaish, matting and
carpeting, most toomy and com.
fortable pews, fited up with as
mueh variety of colour and device
as the parlodrs and drawing rooms
of the owner<, two or three large
stoves, partitions of wood and glass
and baisg, and scatiered about. the
pews, with plenty of .room to dis-

occasions ovr Loid signdied a par-
ticular respect to hiny, before the
rest of his colleagues 5 for to him
more frequeniy than to any of
whem He directed his discourse 3
unto him, by a kind of anticipa-
tion, He granted or promised thnse
gifts and privileges, which ile
meant to confer on them all; lum
He did assume as spectator and
witness of his glorious transfiguras
tion ; him He picked out as com-
panion and atiendant on Iim in
tlis grievous agony 5 his feet first
B washed 3 to him He did fiest
discover himself after His resurrec-
tion (as Suint Paal implivth 3) and
with him then o did en‘e t in
most discourse 3 in especial mau
uer recommending to him the pas-
total care of His C urch ; by
which manner of proceedin: our
Loord may seem to have constitute }
Saint Peter the first in order anong
the Apostles® or sutliciently to have
hinted His wind for their dicee-
tion, admonishing thear by His
example to render unto hima spe-
ciat deforence. — A Treatise of
the. Pope’s, Supremccy, p. 34,
London edition, 1683.




