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Concil, relative to powers which are essentir.l to be posséssed
bY the latter, tbrough, Lhe very nature of representative institu-
tions." The report proposed the union of the provinces in order
to restore the balance of power betiveen the Frencli and English
races, and to remove the commercial difficulties between Upper
and tower Canada. In anticipatiou of subsequent political
Avenits, it sucgested a legisiative union of ail the colonies, and
the construction of au intercolonial road as a line between thein.
Although bitterly attacked by the friends of the irredponsible
colonial Governments, it greatly influenceu the Haw.e authorities,
and encouraged the advocates of constitational irefor!ni in the
colonies.

Mr. Pent's bistory opens in this picLiresquemanner with i
account cf the death cf Lo-Td Durham and a judicious estimate
of his character -

«IO ne day, tcwards the end of the xnonth of J uly, 1840, au
Engçý-sh ncbleman lay dying at 'iOýwts, in the Isle of Wight. lIt
badl loug been evident to those about him that bis days were
numbered. Re came cf an energetic, yet 'witbUal a sernewhat
shnrt-lived race, and had inherited a feeble constitution, conabined
with a soaring, but caprî.ious amntition, an irritable temper, a
morbid eàotism, and a fonduess f.r bard work. lle had frein his
boyhood suffered from an ungovernable tendency to fretfulness
ald wor-y, and au utter incapacity for possessing his seul in
patience whenever bis toc susceptible nature was -,vounded.
These incongrucus conditionis had brouglit about their legitixuate
resuîts, and the 1?ight Hon curable John George Laxubton, first
Earl of Durhamu, lay racked with pain of mind and body, with
the sanas cf bis life rapidly running out. . .Ris vital forces
were ex-hausted. Ris petulance-for lis lordship ýwaz petulaut,
and had, as bas been intimated, a high temper cf bis own-was
neyer again te disturb the peace cf mind cf bis august fathnr, in.-
law, uer even of bis personal attendants. He never rega :nb.1
sufficient vigour even te berate bis valet. On the " 26th cf the
nionth bis physician-in-chief ivas sumnmoned for the last time,
and gave it as bis op~inion that bis lordship would net live te see
the light of another day. 'Then,' flut1s~ding î.un, with
playful, melancholy, 1 the le,-end is true, and I shal)L net die nt
Larxbton.' Âftgr a pause, be added in a faint voxeu, 'I would
fain hope 1 have net lived altogetiber in vain. -iv-atever the


