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meetings and elections wilI, in a great mea-
sure, be avoided.

"3. .DUfliflih agregate exp;se-It will
diminislt the aggregate expense of our
schools, and establishi a uniforrn rate of tax-
ation. It is a fact recognized by the best
eduicators both in Europe and America, that
the number of pupils which can be taught
to the best advantage by the unclassified
schools of the rural section by one teacher
is about forty. Another deleterious effect
of this independent school section system,
lies in the opposite direction ; for w'hen the
number of pupils under one teacher exceeds
ïifty or sixty, the teacher cannot do justice
to biis school, and when it reaches seventy
or eighty, proper instruction is entirely out
of the question. If a change were, made
froin the old system to the new, the schiool
board could from time to, time unite small
schools and divide large ones, so as to adapt
them to the wants of the people, and then
adapt the teachers to both; very much af-
ter the manner in îvhIich the system is ad-
mninistered in our larger toîvns.

"i4. Uniforîn taxra/ion-Taxation for
school purposes wouid become more uni-
formn, inasmuch as under the pres( nt systemn
the people in the smal.ler and -weaker sec-
tions pay three or four times as much as
their neighbors in the larger and more
wealthy sections and often get much less of
it, both in quantity and quality, as they are
neyer able to employ the best teacliers. In
the township system, the tax is levied equally
upon all parts of the township, and as the
object to, be attained, îvhichi alone justifies
such taxation, is the education of ail the
children without distinction, nothing less
than an equal provision for ail should sat-
isfy the conscience of the people.

5. Graded or-classaied sdzools-It wvill pro-
vide for the establishment of a systein of
graded schools. This is the highiest devel-
opment of the free public schools ever yet
attained by the best educators in any
country. It is the perfection of school
econoimy. The grreatest superiority of city
schools over those in the rural sections is
explained iii the fact of the complete grada-
tion and classification of the former. The
only feasible nuethod yet devised for grading
and classifying country schools is provided
iii the township system. And it ivili do for
the country schools wvhat it lias already done

for thz city j~ s in brngn ore ut of

confusion, light out of darkness, and suc-
cess out of failureý..

"6. Convei ence of scizool ?ocalioi-Towvn-
ships containing a given number of inhab-
itants, or a certain amount of taxable
property, or both, 'coùild 'have their priniary
and interniediate' Schools fixed in différent
parts of the township, so as to be of easy
access to the srnallest pupils. Thien with a
superior or high school at the centre, free to
ail between tivelve and twenty-one years of
age, kept open at least ten months in eachi
year, the system would be complete. WVit1î
such graded sehools in each tow'nship, the
superior education necessarily resulting
therefrom, the increased interest in the
the schoo]s, and the great economny of time
and nicans eniployed in their management,
would soon bring, themn into universal favor.

" 7. LJ/icien seftn'i.sioi-It wvill secure a
more efficient systemi of sehool supervision.
Under the present system, the time of the
County Inspector is largely occupied in or-
ganizing schools, classifying pupils, chang-
ing union section boundary lines, cutting off
hiere and adding there, in the vain hope of
fanding some golden mean of fixity. llnder
the system the County Inspector would be
relieved from most of this unprofitable work
and -%ould be able to spend lus time -more
exclusively among the schools, looking after
andfostering their bestinterests, and prompt-
ing teachers and members of -the school
boards to the full performance of their man-
ifold duties. Withi the increased responsi-
bilities the school board becomes a super-
visory committee, vigilant and active, ever
watching with zealous care the sacred trust
confided to them in securing for every child
in the section the best education possible.

Briefiy to summarize the advantagcs of
the township systemn WC quote the following
frq.m the Maine Y'our-nal ?f Eduiatioz :

1. Tt would secure just as mnany schools
as the necessities of the conimunity demand,
each being an integral part of one central
organization, and adapted to the w'ants of
cachi individual.

2. It w'ould dispense with a large numnber
.of school officers.

3. It -would establishi a uniforrn rate of
taxation.

4. It would fumishi more un.iform and
*equal advantages and privileges to every
citizen.


