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they are-callod, may be:so:much mioro oxtonsive than those »they‘a,ro,opcppyz'pg,
m to moro than componsate for this loss, - Or thoy may be-called to oocnpg posi-
tions which, thou?h ‘not more important, require a kind: of Jabor for-which the

have peouliar qualifications, whilst othersmay be foundto succeed them. i, thoelr
presont flolds, * In other words;. in the case of ono of these ministers, the, two
places botweon which ho s called to decide may bo cqually important ;:and; yot
1t may be much more casy o find a man qualified to fill the one he-is occupying,.
than the one to which ho is called. In either of these:cases, -8 chango,is not
only proper, but desirablo, Tho lato Dr. Alexandor was an eminen

é’o“

4

¢t example of.
208 6 class of ministors of whom: wo now speak. Equally accoptable as.a minister

) amongst the plainer.or the more educated. clnss o 'Eeople, able to gain an infly.
eir enco rapidlK and to keep it permanently, he might havo beon a sottled pastor in

got tho samo church for Jifs ; and yet ho found himself called .of God from_ Virginia
o8

to'a church in Philadelpais, and from that to the Theological Seminary,: et
. Having made these remarks concerning that phase ot: the question, which

- relates to ministors themsolves, we proceed. to state the principles which,, a8 it.
in seems: to-us, should control them in .encouraging or djscouraging calls, and.in
uld the acceptancoe or rejection of them, : p
Dr, ' 1. Whén a ministor has accepted a call, under tho clear conviction that it js
be{ from God, his evident duty is, to throw- himself into the ‘work there ‘with. his
o

whole heart, andlook no further. Most assuredly, if God has called him to,that
field, he has a work for him to do there, How extensive that work.is, or:how
long.it-will take to do it, he cannot possibly know. Cortain it is, however,
that his Divine Master 8ays to him—* What tly hand findeth to .do, do..it

- with thy might” This bo cannot do, so long as ha does not feel fully. iden-
ist: tified with his people, and is in fact hoping and looking for an, o portunii;
O] {0 leave them. "The servant of God; it is true, must over be ready to. car.a.call
be B from Him, and to see the openings of His providence’; but he may be yery,sure,
vid that when he shall have finished his work in. the field assigned him, the call. .o
o aother will come to him without his:seeking it, Difficulties:he may havg;to
full tontend with; but faith can overcome great difficulties. It moves the. arm, that
fdlé moves the universe, A believing, edrnest, prayerful winistry is “ mighty, through
AT

God, to the pulling down of strong-holds” To come and.go only at.His, call,
isthe happiness of the faithful minister, In all ordina

g Iy: ¢ages, then, the. call
ict- shot.)d come unsought. « . Do g
red 2.:A call cannot be regarded as providential unless it bo either to g ‘wider
" Il feld of viscfulness, or toa field equally wide, in- which the peculiar talents. of the
l‘g pastor aro-specially-needed ; or unless:it-be from a field he finds himself incap-
1 .

shle of occupying pra erly, to one better suited to his talents and:attainments,
orto His state o% eaﬂh. Since it is the duty of every minister to desire and
the, greatest possible degree"of"usefulness; it is not probable, perbaps not,
, possible, that God will: call any one from a field where.he is doing gdod,, to-one.
whero he will do less good.: "And since a. .change-of location, except in,.cages,
eady méntioned, is a ways:attended. 'with.some considerable. lqssofinﬁggnge,;
at Teast for the time bein ; the-new-field should oﬁ’er-consid’erably greater;pros-
pects of usefulness, than it at-which the- pastor is called: to leavs for-it, ey
, The comparative importance-of different: fields of ministérial libor, js, to: be‘?gs.-.
‘Umated:in séveral; ways, :There;.may"be a: larger'population. accessible at, ,one
point than at; another, ‘One position'may ‘be- more .commanding than another,
offeting the opportunity-of exerting an:inflience over a.wider territory., One,
tirch may offer-more ‘eﬁ‘e‘cti?e‘co-'cgam_tiqmwi;{r,:hc pastor than another., One-
“Position Icay betier suit the .pec'ulia‘r‘:tal;*;r_:ts'roﬂ»thbi.minis_tér than another,”
4And then, in the churchdnwhich.;a minister is:settled, there.may:be dissatisfac-



