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TIRRING THE Stwrace Som.—The
S hotter and drier the weather 1g,
the more nced there is of surface
stirring and tilling the soil around grow-
ing plants, in beds or borders. By
hocing or stirring the surface soil to about
an inch in depth, a loose carth mulch is
formed that is as necessary and beneficial to
plant lifc as overhead watering.  In fact,
deluging the seil around plants, as is often
done by watering them from the nozzle of a
hose, is oftentimes almost as harmiul
as it is bencficial, unless the sall is
kept well stirred.  Decp tillage is scldom
necessary, and is sometimes hurtiul, as
disturbs the roots of the plants.  Light til-
lage and frequent is hest in sunumer time.
and is hest done when the sail is fairly drv.
Necver hinc ar tramp about on the beds or
barders when the sail is wet and  sticky.
Lcave tie surface rather rough and humpy,
and do not rake it finc.
Dasntias—These beautiful fate summer
and autwmn Aawering plants like a wnist at-
wasphere to grow in. - Syringe or sprinkle

the foliage every cvening in hot weather, if
pussible.  If quality rather than quantity of
blonm is wanted, there should be anly two
or three of the strongest shoots left to grow.
All the small weakly shoots should be cut
out.  Ti exhibition blooms arc wanted only
three or four blooms should be allowed to
grow on a stem, the small lateral buds shouldd
be picked off.  Cow manure diluted with
water in the propertion of twelve pails of
water to one of cow manure well mixed to-
gether and allowed to scitle hefore using,
makes a spleadid fertilizer for dahlias, roscs,
hardy hydrangeas,-or ahunst any garden
plant that requires a stimulant to assist its
growth. Once a week will usually be sufii-
ciently ircquent to apply tins  fertilizer.
Orange. India rubber plants and palms will
also be much bencefitted by an appiication or
twa of this fertilizer during the summer,
minre especially if they have nnt been recent-
Iv repatted.

Canra Lmses—Calla or Arum  lilies
shauld be started into growth about the end
of July far carly winter flawering.  Ifit's
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