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to find out what his own theories really did mean, for so faras I
can find out nothing moro has been heard of him outside of the
Fifth Book classes, which ho occasionally visits. Tho teachors
woro much intorested in Drawing, but their intorest has waned
during the poriod of Mr. O'Brien’s mastorly inactivity, The School
Board very wisely agreed to lot tho schools bo dismissed at 3 o'clock
once a month to allow Mr. O'Brion to train tho teachers in the
work to bo done the following mounth. Ho has never oucoe called
us togother, and thero aro some who are cruel envugh to insinuate
that it is because he has learned by his attompts and failures in the
Fifth Book classes, that ho knows vory littlo about olementary
Drawing, and much less about teaching. It is rumored that he
doclined to act as an examiner in clemontary Drawing at tho Art
School. I supposo he knew his lack of knowledge would be de-
tovted there. I admire his painting and wish our sularies were
good enough to enablo mo to purchase some of his sketches, but
I think that tho fact that ho is a groat artist is in itsolf a sufficient
reason to show that ho is disoualified for public schoul work. If
tho School Board would spond the money they pay him in purchas-
ing some of his pictures to hang in the schools, tho pictures would
do moro teaching than he has done so far. Yours, &c.,
Toroxto TEACHER.

P DG

“BMriasts First.”—Said an old teacher : ““When T firat hegan to
teach, [rcsolvod never to uso tho rod. I had a delightful school, and
wag delighted with my work. But there was one boy. the son of a
prominent citizon, quick to learn. if he chnose, but lazy and addicted to
Ylnymg truant  He hal no very bad habits, and scemed to mean well.

Te could be melted to toars with a very few words, and made most
caraestly to promise amendmeont, which promise he alway broke. His

arents blamed the teacher for his slowness to learn, and his example
demoralized the school. I have no doubt,"” suid the teacher, ** .uat boy
was the means of my losing the sitnation. Som: mouths after T visited
my successor in the same school. It was in excellent order. That boy
sat in his seat deep in his studies. I whispered his case to the teacher,
and asked by what means he had reforned the fellow. He raised the
hid of his desk, and pointed to a rattan, ‘I gave him an emphatic moral
lecture, put in the emphasis first,” said he, ‘and the work was done.
He is as steady and as bright as any in thoe school.’

Tue Best Aws to Discrenise.—1. Lot the teacher teach well. 2.
Lot lim teach order and systemn by buing orderly and systematical
lumself. 3. Lst him provide moeans to keep all profitibly aand pless-
antly employed. 4. Lot him sccure the ail of parents anl school
boards, and work in harmony with them, 5. Let him be ealin, watch-
ful aud firn,  Above all, let him constantly stuly his profession ; re-
member that, “to educate a child corroctly reguires deoper aud pro-
founder thought thau to grvern a State.” —Ed. Record.

Casror O1L AS A Dererrenr.—Many persous have tastes which
differ widely from those of humanity at largoe, but the consensus of
opmion upon tho subject of the extreme nastiness of castor vil may
be regarded as universal. The school authoritics of Lachgoilhead
have utilized the aversion to this medicine by introducing it as a
means of punishment, aud children wha have not properly prepared
their lessons have boen corpelled to drink it out of a bottle. Such,
at least was the statement of Dr. Cameron in his question to Mr.
Mundolla ; and ho addod that the oil had habitually been used as a
puuishment. Mr. Mundella, in his roply, said that the statement
was corroct ; he found, however, that it had not beon used as a
punishwment but as a deterrent. This is even worse. That a child
should be punwhed for idleness by being made to drink castor oil is,
as Mr. Mundella said, at once unwarrantable and reprehensible, but
that & number of children should be oblived to drink it beforehand,
to doter them from idleness, is a Yieca of revolting conduct which no
Parliamontary words are capable of characterising. Henceforth
Lochgoilhead will be knuwn asaplaco where the brimstone and treacle
regime of Dotheboys Hall is thrown into the shade, and where child-
ren ave treated with o cruelty which far surpasses the sketch of
the great novelist,  We hope that an inguiry’ will be made, and
that condign punishment will fall upon all who are foind respounsible
for this treatment of children,—Zondon Standard.

Special Articles.

THE STUDY OF SCIENCE.*

(Concluded from last month.)

Tho following account is taken from Warron's Introduction to
Law Studies pp. 176, 176, London 1845, 2nd Ed.

Some two or threo yearas ago a counsel, manifestly not having
enjoyed a very suporior education, was engaged in arguing a case,
in banco, at Westminster—bofore four very able judges, one of
thom being a man remarkable for his logical acuteness and dex-
tority. ¢ No, no,—that wont do,” said he suddenly interposing—
*¢ put the converse of the proposition, Mr. : try itthat way.”
Tho judge paused—tho counsel paused, while a slight expression
of uneasinoss flitted over his features. Ho expocted the judge ¢o
*“ put tho converse for him:” but the judge d 1 not. ¢ Put the
converse of tho proposition, Mr. , and sea if that will hold ”’—
ropeated the judge, with sume surprise, and a little peremptoriness
in his tone. But it was unploasantly obvious that Mr. could
not *“ put the converse” of the proposition—not even understand
what was meant. Some bettac-informed brother -barrister whis-

ored to him the converse of _he proposition, but it was useless.

r. faltered, repeated a word or two, as if mechanically.
“ Well I said the judge, kindly, suspocting the true state of the
case,’ ‘‘go on with your argument, Mr.

The following narrative forms an iuteresting sequel to the pre.
ceding case :

* Some years ago, n young gentleman of superior natural talents,
having had an average classteal education, was, in his twenty-ficst
year, desirous of going to the Bar, He had read much of what is
called * hight literature,’ but induleutly and discursively ; and even
writton not a little, nor unsucceasfully, for the press; and had
sovoral times found opportunities for speaking in public on political
subjects ; acquitting himself on such subjocts, successiully—being
fluent, ready, and ingenious. In short he had contrived to pass,
among a protty large circle of acquaintances, as ¢ a decidedly clever
man.” Some casual observation made by a Cambridge friend of
his, concerning the use of Geometry mn testing the strength of the
reasoning powors, induced him on returning that evening to his
lodgings, to take down a copy of Euclid, which hoe recollected had
Iain on une of the upper shelves of a bovk-case belunging to his
landlord. After glancing over the definitions, axioms and postu-
Iates, he, in like manner, and ‘in his then superficial way’'—rord
over the first problem, ‘and saw nothing so very wonderful in it.’
Some impulse or other woved him to read it again, and very
attontively ; that inducing him after » thoughtful pause to read it
a third time, still more attentively than before, After this, he rose
from his chair, ‘in a sort of trepidation,’ and felt that he had sud-
denly made a great discovory ; namely that till then ¢ he had really
known nothing whatover of the counection between premiss and
conclusion,~—in short, of real reasoning,’—and he passed a night of
sleepless despondency. On the murrow, however, he betook him-
self to action ; and, turning his discovery to good account, ad-
dressed himself iinmediately to the study of Euclid, overcoming a
thousand risings of weariness, disgust and even despair, till he had
mastered sevoeral books, Then he attacked Algebra; went to the
University pretty well propared, and acquired cunsiderable distinc-
tion there. ’

¢« I never now,” said he, ‘¢ think of Euclid, who taught me first
that T had-an understanding which I could not use, and then
showed me how to use it, withot feeling all the reverence and affec-
tion due to su august an instructor.” I am conscious that he
changed the whole character of my mind, and gave e my only
chance of success in life. By the time that I had mastered the
first three books, not with the design of becoming a Mathomutician,
but simply of learning fo reason, I became sensible of a great im-
provement in my faculties, occasioning me unspeakablo satisfaction,
mingled with sccret shame and vexation at the frivolous, indolent,
and superficial habits of thought with which, up to the moment of
discovering their existence, I had been content.”

The following narrative of a conversation with Abraham Lincoln,
late Presidont of the United States of America, is not uninter-
esting :

* Extract froms Profaco to New Edition of Potts’ Euclid, furnished through the

kindness of Robert Potts, M.A., Cambridge, England, authorof Potts’ Euclid.”
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