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"'Peter, you may fire up the barn engine,
and see that the hoisting macbine is ail right on
bath sides of the floor, for i shall bring two tons
at a load, and while one ton is going up into the
ri.ht-lhand nov we can Iitch on to the other,
and have that up directly, so it will ot take over
fifteen minutes to get off a load. In the inter-
vals between loads, keep the engine at work fill-
ing l, , great water tank ; that Jast planting of
potatoes needs vatering, anit' as soon as the water
is warmed in the snn a little, We will give then
a shower. Ah, boys, this is te age of steam ;
you don't have to work to cure hay as I used to
when I was a boy ; when we used to cul ail the
grass with a scythe-' ' By hand, father?'

"' Yes, my son, by hand, sio w, liard labor
and then We had to spread the grassto dry, and
then turn it over and over in the sun, witlh sticks
and wooden forks, or clumsy iron ones; we had
no steel ones thten; and then we raked il by
hand, and made it up in cocks, which haI to be
opened and spread ont to dry again, and again
raked up ; tiien ive pitched il on and off of the
wvagon, and sometimes it was a fortnight af.ta
it waý_s cuit before we could get it cured entoughi to
stack orîput in the barn.'

" ' And all that by hand-labor?'
"'4Yes, hand-labor and hard-labor.'
c' Wel, father, it does appear to me as though

people must have been very stupid when you
were a boy, not to have any steam-engines on
their farms.'

I'No, not stupid evaetly, but very liard to
believe, or make improvements, or fîrm titeir
land-: any way but just as did their fathers and
grandfathers.'"

STEAM AMONG THE FARMERS.
Fon Clanbers's Journal.

Those vhîo visit Christmas cattle-shows, sim-
ply in a grazing frane of mind, do justice neitier
to themselves nîor to the sh w. There is sone-
tlhing more Io do than to admire fat pigs whîicl
cannot see out of ilteir eyes, and fat blheepà whîich
look more silly even than lean sheep, andi fat
bullocks which neasuire an unlimiled iumber
of yards round the body. Unless a maa roams
also among the agricultural implements, lie can-
inot rigltly judge a malter vhiiclh is well worthy
of attention-tlhe wonderful energy and activily
of the farmers since tlie repeal of the corn-laws.
It is no part of our business to dilate upon politi-
cal combats, but it is unqoestionably a part of
every Englishiman's business to know that the
agriculburists are bravely 'putting their shoul-
ders to thte wvieel,' and app>lying ail modern
improvements in furtherance of ieir labors.-
'Tie gradual spread in the use of steam-power
is not among the least remarkable of Ihiese appli-.
ances. A yearor two ago, w'e happened to meet
with a <Song of Steant in an Armerican ntews-
paper; the mie of th-e writer dues iot appear;
bt we feel inlined to reprint here three of the
stanzas, partly because there is reaily a dash of
sparkle and spirit about then, and partly becauso

we must beg th,it farming operations should i
future be inelided in some measure among thé
labors ofsteam.

In ihe iarksome deptlis ofthe fathiomiess mine
ily tireless;Iri doth plav.

Where Ihe rocks n-i'er s:ttw the sun declinie,
Or the daiw ofihe glorinu- d:ay.

I inig :irth's gthtttrmg jewels up
From hlie hidden clive ueltnw.

And t mnake the foutiiinii's grunite cup
VItI a crystal gusti o'erilow.

I blow the brilows. t forg, 'he steel,
tin 3ui the shops oftruati- ;

Ihamminer the irand i turn he vheel
Whliere 111. arrna ofstrenlgîti are inade.

1 nanage the fiurnlace, the nuill, the mmt;
i vary. t ýpan. i weave;

Anitt all miy doingç i put ito print
Oi every Saturday eye.

I've no muscle to wenry. no hrenst to decay,
No oines to tie *u mid on thei .tbelf;

Amît sioi 1 miiend yoil niay at go litsnd play
i li mn.ige tie w otld by mys)>etf.

Ent tuarness uie dloîwn wth oiur trons bands,
13e sure ot'our curb aiit remîl;

Fur i cori ste x-iî gih of your puny hands,
As tie tempest scornàs a chuii.

Witiout going so far as to expect that ie mai
ail ' go antd play,' while steamn manages the
world by itself, ve may undoubtedly expeci tÙ3
many liard and laborions k inds of field-!abor wili,
more and more every year, be efecteid by stear,
which has 'to muscle to weary, nio breast to
decay.' We have only to look at the grroup, Di
implements and machines proceedinîg fron tlh
weil-known firms of Rants.unne, Wted lake, Gar.
rett, Crosskill, Hormsby, Dray, &c. ; or Io lool
thirough the lists and catalogues of tlose manu-
facturers: the evidence of th flact becomes thea
very apparent. Lut us very briefly glance ai the
matter.

lere are tlie productions of IMessrs. Clayton
and Shutileworth, of Lincoln, among which, a
three horse-power portable steam-enginîe is cor'
spicuous. This compact affair is shaped some-
thing like a locomotive; il veigis about a toi
and a ialf, antd its provender consists of tree
htundredweights of coal, and 270 gallons of watei
per day of tn iours. With tliîs moving power,
it will thlash out twenty quarters of Icorn perday,
and vien it hias dote lis work in one barn Li
ilintahigiuloor, a huise will easdy draw il to ano-
tIter. Similar eigines are made of four, five,
six, seven, eight, and tntine horve-power, aIl pue-
senting this alaog-that lte number of horse.
power produced is about equal to tlie iiumber of
hundredweiuhts of cual consumed im a workinig.
day of tei h1ou1rs-a convenient rule for estinat.
ing tlie efliciency of the pover. The largeref
these portable steam-enigine!s requile two horses
to draw lten from place te place ; but ini relua
for this, they vill thrash oui a lnrger quantity of
corn per day, and hecome applicable also to

ridnsowving, pumpinig, and othier operationis
necessary oun a large farm. Tie seveiity-horse
engine is large enougih to be made availble foi
a temarkable systen whichî has sprunitit up in
some districts- namely, the letting out of s<e«îu'
power: a portable steam-engine travels aboot
froin tarm to fari, doili te tirashing and sow-
ing, and grinding and pumping for each in stuc-
cessiot - a system susceptible of wonierfol

f expansion, Then there are fixed steam-engmies


