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PRIZE REPORTS..
We have received severnl inquiries respecting
the prizes afforod by the Board of Agriculture,
fur the best Agricultural reports of Counties, in
Upper Canada. The new agricultural statute
which was published in our last number—and
should be carefully examiined by alt office bear-
ers—requires that Township Societies shall hold
their annual meetings in the month of January,
and transuiit their reports to their respective
County Societies, in time for the annual meet-
ings of the latter, which are to take place in
February, County Societies have to transmit
their reports, together with those of the Town-
ships in each County, to the Secretary of the
Board of Agriculture, on, or before, the 1st of
April, in each year. The Board of Agriculture
will give four premiums for the four best Coun-
ty Reports. The comeétition, therefore, lies
between the whole of the County Societies in
Upper Canada. The object of the Board is
to elicit the truth with regard to the actual con-
dition and capabilities of agricilture in this
country. Societies are, of course, at liberty to
engage What assistance may be deemed desirable
in preparing their-reports. We subjoin the con-
ditions, as published in the last premium list:
AGRI!CULTURAL REPORTS OF COUNTIES.

For the best County Report of the £ s d
Agricultural Sociely of the

. County, .20 0 O

24 do. 150 0

3d do. 10 0 0

4th do. -5 00

These Reports, in ad lition to the usual information
required respecling the conditi:m of Agricultural Soci-
eties within their range, should describe the various
soils of the County ; mudesof farming; value of land;
amount of tillage“and average of ¢rops; breeds of live
stock ; implements and machines in 'ase; methods of
preserving and applying manures; sketch of past-pro-
gress, with suggestions tor further improvement. Al
statistical information should be condensed as much as
_possible, and when practicable, put into a tabulated
foom. The main object of each report should be to af-
ford any intellizgent strangér that might read it, a con-
cise, yet an adequately truthful view of the Agricultyr-
al condition and industrial pursuits of' the County.—
While al] annecessary partienlars are to be avoided ‘in
tiie preparation of tkese Reports, completeness sHould,
as'much as possible, be constantly keptiin view. The
Reports must besent into.the Seeretary of the Board
of Agriculture an, or. before Ist of April, 18525 and
the premiums will be, paid in'o the hands of the Treas-
urers of the respectivé County Sacieties, that may wmn
the same. ~Fhe Board will:publish-the whole, orsuch
parts of the Repor's, as may be deemed -expedi-nt.

THE LOW PRICE OF GRAIN.

Although we have had this year, in Upper
Canada, a2 bountiful harvest, there is too much

reason to fear that many of our farmers will not
find that thair hucinncz hac hoan neafitahla  The
almost unprecedented low price of wheat that

now obtains, must, except in cases of extraordi-
nary production, entail an 2ctnal loss on the grow-~
ers, while other products of the farm are not sel-
ling at rates that will make up the deficiency. In
a comparatively new country, where the condi-
tion of agriculture hias scarcely begun to-assume
a systematic form, it is extremely difficult to fix
the minimum price at which wheat can be raised ;
but our opinion is, taking any considerable
area of ,Upper Canada, during a series of years
at the present price of labour, that the farmer
can receive a moderafe remuneration for his
labour and capital, in the production of wheat, at
less than from four to five- shillings a bushel, at-
the lake ports. Good wheat is now selling in
Tecronto as low as three sliillings, and even Jess;
while in several country markets in England, we
have observed of late, the price-as low for sound
samples as 33s. per quarter, (8-bushels.) Itis
self evident that should the present depresse |
} rice confinue for wheat, the Canadian farmer
must look less to this article,, for his pecuniary
refurns, then iras been his wont : new productions

must' be sought-for and iried ; among such that
hold out the greateést promise at the present, are
in our estimation, Hemp ahd TFlax. What
the farmer requires in reference to these-two im-
portant articles, for the growth of which the
climate and much of the soil-of this country seem
adwirably‘adapted,—is a market for his 7w pro-
duce. Claussen’s newly invented machine for
partially reducing the fibre would be highly-ad-
vantageous, especially to growers in the remoter
districts. But before mucl: could Be done in
this country to make the culture of Hemp and
Tlax profitable on a large scale, mills, with the
necessary machinery, will have to be erected in
different parts of the Drovince, for extracting the
oil and preparing the fibre for the purpose of
manufacture. A fair commencement and trial
in this important department of industry, will, we
-believe, he made in earnest during the next sea-
=on’; and every real friend of his country must
wisl such enterprize success..




