
AGMICULTURE. 271

PRIZE REPORTS..

We have received severni inquiries respecting
the prizes off~.od by the Board of Agriculture,
Pur Ihe best Agrcultural reports of Counties, in
lUpper Canada. The new agricultural statute
which was published in our Iast number-an
should be carefully exanined by all office bear-
ers-requires that Township Societies shall hold
their annual meetings in the month of January,
and transmlit their reports to their respective
County Societies, in time for the annual meet-
ings of the latter, vhich are to take place in
February. County Societies have to transmit
their reports, together with those of the Town-
ships in each County, to the Secretary of the
3oard of Agriculture, on, or before, the lst of

April, in each year. The Board of Agriculture
will give four premiums for thefour bcst Coun-
ty Reports. The coml étition, therefore, lies
between the whole of the County Societies in
Upper Canada. The object of the Board is
to elicit the truth vith regard to the actual con-
dition and capabilities of agriclture in this
country. Societies are, of course, at liberty to
engage »yhat assistance may be deemed desirable
in preparing fheir reports. We subjoin the con-
ditions, as publishîed in the last premium list:

AGRICULTURAL REPORTs oF COUNT.ES.

For the best County Repôrt of the £ s. d.
Agricultural Society of the
Counîy, 20 O 0-

2d do. 15. .0 0
3d do., 10 0 0
4th do. 5 0 0
These Reports, in ad lition to the usual information

required respecting ihe condition of Agricultural Soci-
eties withi the:r range, should describe the various
soils ofthe Comnty; modes of firming; value ol ]and;
amount of tillag-añid average of crojs; breedý of livé
stock; implements and machines in se; methods of
preserving and µpplying manures; sketch of pastpro-
gress, with suggestions for further improvement. Ail
statistical information should be Wonden ed as much as
.possible, and whsen practiclbl.e, pu. into a tabulated
foim. Thè main object of each report should be to al-
ford-any irtelligent strangé that night read it, a con-
cise, yet an~adequately truthful view of:the Agricultur-
al condition and industrial pursuits of the County.-
wiite all unnecessary particulars are to be avoided 'in
the prepaiation of these Repoi ts, com)pelteznesl àiould'
as-much as poible, be constantly keptin view. The
Reports must besent into the.Secretary of the Board
of Agriculture on, or. before Ist of April, 1852; and
the premiurns will bepaid no the bands of the Treas-
urers of the re.spectivé County Societies, that nay win
the sanie. The Board w illtpublis'hthe whole, or such
parts of the Repors, as may be deemed expedi-At.

TuE LOW PRICE oF GRAIN.

Although w have had this year, in Upper
Canada, a bountiful harvest, there is too much
reason to fear that many of our farmers will not
find thnf thoe hninnc Ilhic ioann mnain The
almost unprecedented loir price of whieat that
iow obtains, must, except in cases of extraordi-
nary production, eitail an actutal loss on the grow-
ers, while other products of the farm are not sel-
ling at rates that will make up the deficiency. In
a comparatively new country. where the condi-
tion of agriculture lias scarcely begun to assaime
a systematic form, it is extremely difficult to fix.
the minimum price at which wheat can be raised;
but our opinion is, taking any considerable
area of.Upper Canada, during a series of years
ut the present priée of labour, that the fariner
can receive a moderate remnineration for his
labour and capital, in the production of wheat, at
less than from four to fire- shillings a bushel, at
·the lake ports. Good wheat is now selling in
Toronto as low as three sjiillings, and even less.;
while in several country markets'in England, we
have observed of late, the price -as low for sound
samples as 33s. per quarter, (8-bushels.) It is
self evident that should the present depresse 1
1 rice continue for iheat, the Canadian farmer
must look less to this article,,for bis pecuniary
relurns,thn ias been-bis wont: new prodtrctions
must- be sought,.foi and trie'd; among such that
hold out the greatest promise at the present, are
in- our estimition, IIemp ahd Flàx. Vhat
the farner requires in reference to these-two im-
portant articles, for the growth of which the
climate and much of the soi! of this country seem
adnirablfadapted,-is a market for bis raw pro-
duce. Claussen's newly invented mnachine for
partially reducing the fibre would be highlyad-
vantageous, especially to growers in the-remoter
districts. But before much could be done in
this c'ou~ntry to Mke th~e Zulfure of Ilenp and
Flax profitable on a large scale, mnilîs, with the
ntecessary machnery, dvill have to be erected in
diffetent parts of the Province,for extracting the
oil and prparing the fibre for the purpose of
.manufacture. A fair commencement and trial
in this important de1iartmentof industry, will,we
-believei, ho mide in earnest during the next sea-
CGD and every real friend of bis country mubt
w,,h-siuch enterprize success..


