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AGRICULTURIST.

Annually select, fatton and sell foulty slicep to the
butchor. By so doing you will have the profit and
gleasuro of having a fino aund Ueuvtiful flock. Wo
ought to improve our flocks, raisoour fino wool, manu-
facture our own cloth; for if wo puy twenty dollars
for forcign -oloth, it has 4o ho in specio, and away it
goes, and romo bwrk has to draw in sixty dollars of
hor circulation. T'ho ditf:renre iv, had wo bought
Amorican-cloth our farmers und snechanics would have
had tho twenty dollars; and tha{ same money kept
-among the induetrious part of the comunity, might
have paid a thousand dollars of debt in a vear, and still
have the same money to go on with.—H el Grower.

———

NUMBERINGy CLASSING, AND REGISTER'NG SHEED.
Vicron, February 9th, 1850,
Mnr. Enrtror:

"Ihe following plan for numbcring, classing aud ro-
wistering shoep, 1 have practiscd for somo years past,
and I think with some profit. 1t con.istsin numbering
cach individual, =0 as {o designntaone fiom the other,
by marks on tho carinzhe fellowing manner:—A notch
cr half circlo on tlre foro part of tho left ear, means 1;
onc on the back part of tha same, 3; with these I can
aubae p to ten, thus: for number -f, 1 mako one on
each sido; for 7, two on tho back and one on the fore
side; a notch on the fore «ido of the right carstands for
10; one on tho back ef the samo for 20; with theso 1
~can number up te 100. 1f tho fleck is large enough to
that the lambs of cach sex should teach 40 or more, 20
should bo substituted fer 20, This could bo carricd
much farther, by cutting off the end of one car for 100,
and of the other for 200; two notches might then be
made in the end of each doubling cach time, from 160,
which would make the lnel stund for 3,200.  The age
of my sheep is known by holes through the left car;
one through the left car stands for ono that is born in
the yoar of 1841 or *51; one through tho right for 3; so
thrat thoso born in 1846 receive two ‘holes through the
right car; those in 1847, two thiongh thoright and one
furough the left; flroso bern in 1840 or ’50, &e., receive
no holes. For this purpose 1 use 2 half-inch punch,
anade like thoso used by shoe makers. Tn classing or
grading my sheep, 1 am govorned principally by tho
namber of curvesin a givea space, believing with
Morrell, in his American gé‘hepho.d. that ¢ There is an
intimate connenion between the fineness of the ool
and the number of curves or otherwise, in proportion to
the number of curves in a given span, is tho diametor
of fibres.”  Again ho says: ¢ The numerous and mi-
nute curves being as observed emirently characteristic
of the pure Saxon and Merino, will forve as u swe test
in al} cases, of the pwity of blood, and thercfore afiords
2 certain and unerring guido in the solection of breed-
ingf sheep.” .

grade my sheep about the first .£ February, by clip-

ping a small samplo from the bedy of the sheep, near
the centre, without stretching or disturling the regula-
rity of the curves, then by ascertaiving tho number of
curves it an inch I am able to class as foilows:—

st ¢lasssuper. ext:a, 27 1o 29 curves to an inch.

Qd e

extra, 25 to 26 o o«
3d <« prime, 21 to 24 e e
4th « Wo. i, 19 to 20 “ [L
Sth ¢« No. 2, 17 to 18 e oo
‘6th ¢ No. 3, 16 o Lo e
7lh . No' 4' 15 (13 (3 (13

I seldom havo any reach as high as tho first class or
as low as the seventh, A little experience in
the business will enable 2 person to judge yery
correctly, on opening the flececo, tc what class it

ascertain how my manner of grading agioes with yours,
I oncloso a fow samples, 'I'ﬁo ono matked extra was
taken from an own threo yoars old, her live weight was
G3 Ibs., her fleece 71bs. 3 0z.  The ono wmarked prime,
an owo 3 ycars old, hve weight 77 bs., flccco Slbs. 2
oz. No. 1 from a buck4 years ohl, live weight 108]bs.
flecco8 b No, 21rem an ewe 3 years old, livo weight
§2 1bs,, fleecco 4 Ibs. 10 0z, No. 3 from an owe 3 yoars
old, livo weight 6¢, fleoco G lbs. 8 oz.

‘Tho fellowing is tho wanuer in which I keep my
books:

DREEDING REGISTER Your 1349,

No. of |Y°”[Cl:u;s. Live] Wt Sor\'cd;Dataof[ Lamnbs

owo. 'Ibom wt. [flcceejby bek. Jamb'gibek ewo

—_— SRR [
2315470 4, 53 3 7 1aslap. ol |1
17,1846 3{ G4, 3 31 1348 10 1
211816 5 €6, 3191 1848} 10 ?
241843 4' o4, 3151 1335]  10] @

In the first column is the number of the ewo; tho
noxt herago or the year in which sho was bom; in the
third the class to which she bclongs; in the fourth her
weight when shorn; in the fifth the welglit of her fleece;
in the «ixth the buck by which sho was served; in the
seventh her time of cweing, in the cighth o ninth
the numbers of tho tuck and ewe lambs.” T have prac-
ti:ed weighing my sheop only for the last threo years;
i it being atteaded with a good deal of labor, I shall pro-
bably diccontinue it.

I find the dificrent grades, as a genoral ruls, preduce
wool about in proportion to their weight, although some
individuals produce morc than others. My sheep aro
fed in barng, in the win.er season, with a yard and
trough of water attached to cach, in flocks of about 50,
sorted according to age, sex, and condition, tho doors
being usually Isft open so they can go ont and in at
leisure. A shoit time previous to the Jambing season,
which commences with me about the 15th of April, my
breeding owes are twined into a ficld noar the barn,
wheie they are allowed to_run through the day, being
always driven into the yards at night, andif the weather
is bad into the barn. As fast as the lambs come they
aro numbered and putinto an other yaid or field for a
few days, or until they becoms sufficiently stiong, when
they ave docked and castrated, except such as I save
for bucks, and turned away to pasture. The holes
through the ear that denoto theirago aro not mado un-
il they are six months old.

My presont flock, oxcopt those I purchased for fat-
toning, consists of about 2::0, from ono to oteven ycars
old, all of which are numbored and classed so that I can
at any timo ascertain the cennexion between any indi-
viduals or feruilies, and thereby be onabled fo use hucks
more or loss frem my own flock, without danger of too
<lose breeding. I am also enabled to select atall times
which I invariably do myself, such as I wish to dispose
of, whether with regard to age, qualily or quantity of
woo}. ~ It also enables me by-examining their increase
to ascortain which are the most valuable for breeding,
asit is frequontly tho caso that an ewve, although ncarly
perfect in hersclf, will bring forth an indiffereat off-
spring. I can, also, by knowing the amount of weol I
hava. of each grade, more casily ascertain its value.

[ Wool G 1. D. Dicxinsox.
—[ Wool Grower.

SUB-SOIL PLOWING.
Much has been said in favor of deep plowing and

| sub-soiling the oarth, the subject has hardly begun to
cxcite.that general atiention among farmers which it

Lolongs without the trouble of clipping. In order to | cught to command. There is scarcoly ono acrein a
N -



