4 . PNTRODUCTION,

slnple mainds, or combinations of sounds, which are unknown in English, and of which the peeulinrities may be hard to appreciate and deacribe,
Long-eomtinted segusintanes with o Innguage siways shows an olmerver o have been niore ot less in the wrong in hin firt idems of its phonology or
L TUTIS AT ", Thun, the Faglish aiphabet in mther sranty and very much confused in its mmgrs, 20 that one (s puzzicd as to how he shatl best luhpt
o pn'--m wiy strange tongue to whieh he wishen to apply it

Ther: 1s no absosiute way out of Dhese difffeuitica,  They emn onty be lightened, not got rid of altogether. The fundnmental rale for denling with
Then 1 that svery obmerver he us mreful ns pomstble, snd siways consitent with hlm-u-|f In the use of whatever aystem he may adopt: taking pains
afn tey explinits ws welt an e enn what e intends by the signe he anes,

fHut mane wad s of ustng the Fnglish letters are much preferable to others, hoth in themneives and bhecnuse of nn-ir sccordance with way = already’
ndopted Hy cotlectors amd seholars: amd it is very desimable to suggvet & general aiphabet fr collertom, which they shall be counselied to lemen to
understand und us:-,  And sinee soy one ingrently lwlpnl in analyzing and noting the smunds of a strange language by having prid n little attention
10 the genemi 53 1A of the ulphubet, und the reintion of the ordinary sudngalo oue ghothier, i 8 proposed, instend of merely setting up an alphabet,
1o xive along with 1t somie very stmple nnd rlementary expinnstiogs of the sounds hoted, or notions of phonoelogy: having in view especially the
sotitiedn of the English Inngunge,

- \ u").ut.

TIE vowel sonaindn which nee fotnd trwt widety smong human lunm are the five orcurring tn mm l-‘n:"-h wonda:
N Jar, they, pigqur, hate, rule, .

Faeh eof theme sotneds is prepresented in Eaglish by o number of jetters or combinntions of letters, mm\ two up to a dozon or so, ll in proposed to take
for their aigns the vowel-tettem by which they ure written i the words sbove given; mlmql:r.

: . a 3 [ L] “ . o,
. for - thry piqm . nele T orule, : Lt

The remaom (s that thest aro ﬂv:ni(n.rw.!d: m had the five values in questiol, and wiilci Rave then stlll' in plost: lunmue- outslde of
Engtish —for exumple, in ftalian and Germnn, and, less untfirmily. in Fre mh They are generully enlled the *“continental aigns, ax belng so used in
all Furape except the Iiritinh intes,

Ay given vowelaound is apt 1o be found in the same languayge having two different quantities, one long and one short. Often there isalsoa
alight difference of quality of tone wided to that of quantity. This difference of tone between the long and short values of what is nearly the mame
sound is grenter in English than In slmoat any other language. The corresponding shorter sound to the long ¢ of they inthe nound in then or Acad ;
the short muind to pigqere is that ;h piek: the ahors sound 10 ruls is that 1o pal.  But the Foglish has 00 renl shatt o, except In the “ Yankee ™ pronun-
clation of o few words Hke boger] swholr, none, Nor has it a real short sound corvesponding to the a of far and father: the so-called *short o™ of nof and
whaf and thetr ke in our nearest approach to it, und near enouh to bear betng catled a short a.

The usunl way, sif over the world, ts distinguish the longand short vilues uf\nwrhl in to write a horizgontal mark (the * macron ~: over the Ion¢

vowel, nhd a ereeeent dhe *hreve ) over the short. Thus we might signify the five short vowels, trented af above, in this manner:
) 4 ‘ (& $ ]
what then pick Jwwhate pull,

The relations of quantity are so different in different languages that it may be best left, probably, to the judgiient of the cotlector whether he
will mark the long visltien of the vowels with the marvon, or the short with the Aree o to do both would generally be needlem,  Uniema, indeed (as is
the cnne In some Indinn langungen., there he three grnden of quantity to distinguish, & denwn out or & protracted long, a medfum or ordinary long, and
u short: in that case hath sigus woukl have to be used, the medium quantity only boing left unmarked.

Then there are three other mple vowelaonids 1 English, for which it s not o casy to provide the Mumvprmonndmblom

1me of theme In the suund 11 anw, aughl, all, km'l.nnd o on. It ine tane intermedinte botween the a of fr and the o of nade, and the dround of nat
o sl cotmen just abutit #e near W Leing 1ts corrosponding short as to belng that of n (fr) nm.y&nwul written by 4 as by any other xign, and

thix is {ts proposssd represeaisiive, - '
" The nocund 1 the souid In cal, mm, Bl » 0N, tlwmwwhk-hweunﬂb call “ahort o, "llntn :uhmxwmmm«m>m.
s they) This it in propesed W write  (Deurly llowing the Germsn Msbiani

The thind 1a the nound whieh we bhave o words, Wice dut, son, inud, I8 in often culied the * mmu el ¥ n m utl ' the organa of
the wouth wre uewrly n the indefinite mnluwuf-unpw breathing. It is nearly like the German ¢ aonl the Fromch e, but not the same with elther.
An it is enlled Ly ux “abort v, and, (o one accustotoed W English, most antureily represented by a w, the sign ¢ has been here adopted for it

The pecullar sulid of the Freuch u 13 tu, pure, e, etc,, or of the Uerman @ in ki, bissen, otc., will, whenever tound, be bewt written with the
Gesman sign @, 11 s made by » comhination of the toague-position by which { (pique: in attered with the lip-position by which @:rule) ia uttered.:

\h' bLav e, thew, the hurukluumd Vowels—

L] a [] ] .
alt ot dut YHRI mbre). ) b

Thelr long and short valtien may uumwwwmm-nm-mor m«mwwnmuunmwdow.

What we enll the “long i of oisle, isle, etc., is renlly & empuuud M.Mphmw”lm m«v,m-; and running down and ending
with 1 (pigur ar pick]. It in, theseforo, 10 be written with al.

The sound in Ao, o, etc,, in In & precisely stmilar manner s cnuxpnund. bexinning with a < for; and mnnlnx down to u trvie or full), Itis
necosdingly to be represented by o,

ir nehad\phuwuuouninbaumt-mmunudmnumudbyﬂ the signa for s two parte,

What we onlt *long u," a8 in wee, pure, mew, feud, otc., in clearty a double MW&MMM-‘.‘ Can never be written with one char
acter In any phonctic alphabet ; ita proper reprcssntative is g,

We have, thon, nn)ly.@ed'i”-

af au di
mine down bedl.

The nam! vmnvl- will be apoken of furtheron,

The acheme of representation of vowel aoitnda thus drawn out i belleved 10 be ax good as Any uu: s attainable without departing too far fram
Hnglish usages, or bringing in strange and complionted signa, for which types are not to be foupd in ordinary printing offices. Tt will, of coure, scem
# ittle strange ut first 0 ove secustomed to Engtish ways; mmmmmuamtmwmmmmmme of
English wayx, A mueamm! practive will give reaty command of the seheme of signa. 1t 1s proposed as's basis, a model which 1s to be adhered to
an clomely ux clreumstances ahall allow, in representiug the strange sounds that may be met with in practice. Its use will not take away the necessity

- of earvful deseription, nor will it answer all purposes. . A latiguage mtl‘ exxmple dike- Freach and German), distinguish two esounds, a closer
(French 4, und an opencr (French 2 or £, akin respeetively with our § (they) and & (fhem), but not, like these, differing In quantity, as long and short.
Ln saoh 8 cnse 1t will be best b0 Wse ¢ for Ao openier SOWRKL: ARd WE INAY aln0 Roed AR 44N AR OPERCr 0, 634 even an RO an w;mm our
short i of pickl.  And there may be \-rmm ol‘ the * neutral vm" for whieh mo-—-ow Me-mtm ‘
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