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in British Colombia, unless such railway 
companies have first severally obtained 
a charter from the provincial legislature. 
In moving this Dr. Walkem remarked 
that the point was of more than of or
dinary interest. This province had ex
pended large amounts of money in the 
development of the province, but after 
this the Dominion should not step in 
and say who should reap the benefit of 
this development. Some time ago when 
the Nelson & Fort Sheppard railway 
was first contemplated it was stren
uously opposed in the Dominion by Sir 
John A. Macdopald up to a certain stage 
until he found out what the stand of 
the province was on the question. As 
soon as a resolution went forth from 
this house in favor of the road he with
drew his opposition. Now Mr. Corbin 
was asking for a charter from the I)o-. 
minion and the despatches from Ottawa 
showed that the Minister of Public 
Works in contrast to some of the min
isters was taking the patriotic stand 
of Canada for Canadians in opposing the 
charter. Dr. Walkem held that the- 
question touched in his resolution was 
a highly important one and he hoped 
that it would be allowed to pass.

The resolution was carried without dis
cussion.

province had agreed to.
Mr. Kellie said the government had 

exceeded their powers and besides this 
Mr. Corbin had not complied with the 
act. The Nelson & Fort Sheppard had 
not had the land surveyed in accordance 
with the land laws of the province. Mr.
Kellie said that as some of the corres
pondence had not been brought down 
that hè moved the adjournment of the 
debate. He wanted the papers in the 
Currie case brought down.

Mr. Cotton claimed that the corres
pondence would have been brought down 
long before it had and put the blame on 
the Attorney-General for the delay.

Hon. Mr. Eberts had never seen these 
papers. They were not in his depart
ment and he might also say that when 
Mr. Williams said that the correspond- John Clarke, one of the most experi-
oEn™ aOtmBemodefmymC0S?.let^iams ^ontiersmen of the Cassiar conn-
and had given instructions that he be try’ an<* a we^ known trader of XV ran- 
furnished with what he required as gel, arrived there from Telegraph Creek 
quickly as possible. As for the Currie on the 8th instant, having left Telegraph
matter, the papers in it had nothing to „„ ,, , . ..... , . . . . “ 1 ,do with this case. As he had before j 0 1 ^aIU by travelling night and
stated in the house the Chief Commis- j made a particularly rapid trip—ai- 
sioner had decided in favor of Mr. Cur- ! though a hazardous one by reason of the 
rie as against the Nelson & Fort Shep
pard railway company, and the latter 
had appealed to the courts, this being 
where the matter stood at present.

The debate was adjourned until Mon
day.

THE CANADIAN ROUTE.LEGISLATIVE. ASSEMBLYed in section 22 of the British North 
America act, it may be regarded as 
included in the subjects belonging to the 
exclusive authority of the Dominion. 
The undersigned does not, however, con
sider it necessary at present to deter
mine whether section 92 contains any 
better fitting classification because the 
doubt which must exist in such an en
quiry constitutes sufficient reason for 
your excellency declining to take any 
action with regard to the bill which, if 
assented to by your excellency, would 
operate if at all by reason of the author
ity of the provincial legislature under 
section 92. There are other considera
tions referred to by the Lieut.-Governor 
and by the consul-general affecting the 
propriety of the legislation assuming it 
to be intra vires. It is stated that the 
bill should it become law might seriously 
interfere with international relations 
and federal interests and that the meas
ure is unfair and unfriendly and will 
tend to disagreement between residents 
of the province.

For the reasons already stated the un
dersigned is not prepared to recommend 
that the bill shall come into effect by 
reason of any action on the part of 
your excellency.

THE ALIEN LABOR BILL REBISTBIBLII
The Redistribution Bill Brought 
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From Present Indications the iSti- 
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Cassiar

m THURSDAY, April 14.
The proceedings in the legislature were 

enlivened by a little passage at arms 
the dispute as to the adjournment 

on the previous day. The debate on the 
Nelson & Fort Sheppard was continued 
and most important of all the Redistri
bution bill was brought down by mes- 

from the Lieutenant-Governor.
The Speaker took the chair at eleven 

minutes past two o’clock and Rev. Dr. 
Campbell was just coming forward to 
read the prayers.

Mr. Semlin, however, said he consider
ed to-day a prolongation of the sitting 
opened the previous day, and that the 

in the same position as

In the legislature yesterday the follow
ing correspondence in regard to the 
Alien Labor bill passed last session was 
laid before the house. The decision of 
the Dominion government means that 
the bill will not be assented to and will 
therefore be killed as effectually as if it 
were vetoed.

The first letter is one dated March 25, 
1898, from the Lieutenant-Governor to 
the minister of justice, at Ottawa. It 
read: “Bill No. 1, entitled The Alien 
Labor act, 1897, was by my predecessor 
reserved for the signification of the 
Governor-General. May I ask what, if 
any action was or will be taken on it. 
My executive would like to know.”

In reply from E. L. Newcambe, deputy 
minister of justice, Ottawa, dated March 
26, 1898, reads “By order in council 15th 
December last this government declined 
to take any action with regard to Brit
ish Columbia Alien Labor act, 1897. The 
report will be communicated immediate-
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All the Mackenzie & Mann outfit, he 

says, have arrived safely at Tel--graph 
Creek, having lost but one team of 
horses through the ice while making 
the journey up-river. The Klondike M., 
T. & T. Co.’s party are still sixty miles 
west of Glenora and cannot now ad
vance, as the river is free from ice 
through to Telegraph Creek from C5 
miles above Wrangel.

Prior to the opening of the upper por
tion of the river, fully 500 people got 
safely through to Glenora. this large 
company * being now well en route to 
Teslin like. About 2,000 people are at 
present camped along the river from its 
mouth to the open water at the canyon 
head; they cannot proceed now owing to 
the open water and rotten ice unless they 
utilize boats, with which few are pro
vided.

The ice is going to pieces all along the 
river, and is now altogether unsafe for 
travel. From present indications if a 
cold snap does not intervene, Mr. Clarke 
expects that the river will be open for 
steamboat navigation by the 25th of thq 
present month—an exceptionally early 
date.

Quite a number of horses, elighs and 
outfits have been lost by breaking 
through or being carried down by the 
ice floe. Two Klondikers from Iowa, 
names unknown, broke through the ice 
four miles above the canyon, and one of 
them was drowned in spite of the ef
forts of all in the vicinity to save, the 
outfits of both being at the same time 
lost.
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PRIVILEGE.
Mr. Forster on a question of privil

ege said that the figures published in 
the return presented yesterday for the 
requisition by the government agent 
from his district was an error and that 
the Chilliwack requisition was also 
wrong.

Mr. Semlin said that while his requisi
tion showed $12,000 he had asked for a 
couple of bridges besides, though he 
had mentioned no sum.

Mr. Kidd said that the return was 
quite correct as far as he was concern
ed, but the Provincial Secretary the 
other day in his remarks had not given 
him (Mr. Kidd> credit for asking for 
such a large sum as the requisition 
showed. •

GAME LAW OBSERVANCE. RETURN PRESENTED.
Hon. Mr. Turner presented additional 

returns with reference to the Revelstoke 
banks protection correspondence. It had 
not been in any of the departments, but 
had been found in the private letter 
book of the late Chief Justice, and the 
government had obtained permission to 
make copies for the purpose of present- 
in to the house.

Hon. Mr. Turner also presented 
turn respecting creameries. 
REVELSTOKE INCORPORATION.

In answer to Mr. Kellie, the Attorney- 
General said it was the intention of the 
government to introduce a bill granting 
incorporation to the town of Revelstoke 
if the investigations now being made 
resulted satisfactorily.

To the Editor:—I note that some ^oue 
has been writing to you aient the “un
lawful shooting of game in this district, 
and beg to remark that there is no dis
trict in the island where gau e is more 
carefully preserved, not onlv cn account 
of the game laws, but that public feel
ing, which is better than any law, is 
against the shooting of game out of 

I admit that the game la *s are 
to say the least somewha* changeable, 
but I challenge your correspondent to 
find a district in the island where game 
is more strictly preserved.

I note that your correspondent only 
hears of the defiant, indeseriminate and 
unlawful shooting of gam- in 'his dis
trict. He apparently does not know that 
farmers have to protect themselves by 
constantly shooting hawks, crows, jays 
and wood pigeons, and thicks tnc • every 
shot he hears, or hears of means the 
death of some pheasant or g.'onst, Vour 
correspondent seems also to have beard 
that Indians shoot game out of season, 
and why should they not if they require 
food? But he does not seem to know 
that those who feed the game by their 
grain crops hate, or ought to have, ihe 
first right to eat them, not the would-1-.* 
sportsmen from Victoria, who lutte 
often shot the farmer’s geese and calves 
in mistake for game.

He is informed, and I snnnose believes, 
that one Indian killed (before daylight) 
twenty ducks at one shot. If he did so 
I can only say “bully for the Indian,” 
but of course no one but your corres
pondent believes this, as before the 
shooting season is out the ducks have 
paired and are not to he seen in flocks.

With regard to Indians shooting 
pheasants as being “a desirable esculent 
bird to have,” I would say he is again 
wrong, as Indians do not shoot birds 
which they cannot sell, and if your cor
respondent knows where any breaches 
of the game laws have occurred why 
does he not lay an information, or at 
any rate notify the police officers instead 
of writing to your paper?
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again at half-past seven last night. The 
chamber, however, was found locked 
up at that time. He would like to know 
what power could set the house at defi- 
ance in this way. , .

Hon. Mr. Turner explained that the 
usual custom was for Mr. Speaker, af
ter he saw six o’clock, to say, I will see 
half-past seven at half-past eight; but 
on the previous evening the house had 
'decided that they should resume busi
ness at eleven minutes past two to-day 
and that was what was done.

Mr. Forster claimed that the Speaker 
had said “half-past seven” last night.

Mr. Speaker said Mr. Forster was 
mistaken. ,

Mr. Forster went on to say that the 
motion to adjourn being defeated, there 
was no adjournment and if there was 
no understanding at what time to meet, 
it should be half-past seven the same 
evening. He said that on March 2otli, 
1891, the Hon. John Robson, then Prem
ier, had moved in the afternoon that the 
house at its rising stand adjourned till 
the next Tuesday, but at six o’clock the 
same day the Speaker left the chair 
and there was a night «sitting. The 
house should have met last night at half-
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Extract from a report of the privy 

council approved by the Governor-Gen
eral, December 15, 1897: “The com
mittee of the privy council have had un
der consideration the annexed report 
dated October 15, 1897, from the min
ister of justice upon a bill passed by 
the legislative assembly of British Co
lumbia in 1897, entitled “An Act Re
lating to the Employment of Chinese or 
Japanese Persons on Works Carried on 
Under Franchises Granted by Private 
Acts,” which said bill has been reserved 
for the pleasure of your excellency in 
council by his honor the Lient-Governor 
of British Columbia. The minister for 
the reasons stated in the said report 
is not prepared to recommend that the 
said bill should come into effect by reas
on of any action on the part of your ex
cellency’s government. The committee 
concurring submit the said report for 
your excellency’s approval.

Ottawa, Oct. 15, 1897.
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; NELSON & FOR SHEPPARD.i
Mr. Williams moved that the govern

ment, in granting the lands to the Nel- 
& Fort Sheppard Railway Company, 

exceeded the
KILLED.

Upon the third reading of the Liquor 
Traffic Regulation bill being called,

Mr. Helmcken moved the three 
months’ hoist, taking the same ground 
that he had indiscussing the second read
ing—that it was a question of detail 
that should be left in the hands of the 
interested municipalities. The * restric
tion proposed was unnecessary, and no 
evidence had been adduced to show that 
the law was being improperly adminis
tered.

Several members spoke upon the same 
subject, among them the Premier, who 
did not consider that the bill would 
prove beneficial.

Mr. Kennedy—“Did you not promise to 
support the bill?”

Hon. Mr. Turner—“I promised to sup
port any bill that would conduce to the 
better regulation of the liquor traffic, 
but I do not see how hoisting the blinds 
on the saloon windows will have a bene
ficial effect.”

The three months’ hoist was carried 
by 14 to 11.

; son: conferred uponpowers
them by the “Nelson & Fort Sheppard 
Railway Subsidy act, 1892.” He con
tended that the government had grant
ed 384 square miles of land to the rail
way more than the statute allowed. The 
land subsidy act was passed in 1892, al
lowing the company to have not more 
than 10,240 acres a mile. It did not say 
that the amount was to be 10,240 for 
every mile of road constructed and in 
giving the company that much the gov- 
ment had exceeded the act and given 
away some 300,000 acres more than they 
should. The act provided that the land 
was to be taken from alternate blocks 
on each side of the railway with the 
railway as a base line and limited the 
depths of the blocks to 1<| miles from 
the railway. The only power to go out
side these blocks was in cases where the 
land in these alternate blocks had been 
already alienated. Mr. Williams claim
ed that the railway had been allowed to 
take land in a solid block along the rail
way with two exceptions and in defining 
their land they had not defined it in ac
cordance with the act, but had taken up 
blocks so that the railway did not form 
a base line. He quoted from the judg
ment of Mr. Justice Drake in Nelson & 
Fort Sheppard v. Parker, where Parker 
had taken up a piece of one of the sec
tions which projected across the rail
way. The court held that the company 
being in possession Parker could not 
pre-empt the land as it was reserved 
from pre-emption. Mr. Justice Drake 
had not decided upon the right of the 
company to take up the land, but had 
said that they had no further rights than 
the statute gave them.

Hon. Mr. Eberts—“That is good law.”
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To His Excellency,
The Governor-General in Council.

The undersigned has had under con
sideration a reserved bill passed by the 
legislative assembly of British Columbia 
at the last sitting of the legislature 
(1897) intituled “An act relating to the 
employment of Chinese or Japanese per
sons on works carried on under fran
chises granted by private acts,” and also 
the report of the Lieuti-Governor of 
British Columbia to the secretary of 
state, in which his honor reports that 
he has thought it advisable to reserve the 
bill for the pleasure your excellency 
in council, because its provisions appear 
to his honor to be exceptional, and he is 
in doubt whether they come within the 
competence of the local legislature. His 
honor further states that sections 4 and 
5 of the bill appear to affect the stand
ing of aliens in the province after be
coming British subjects and that should 
he be correct in his conclusions, legis
lation of this character, should it be
come law, might seriously interfere with 
international relations and federal inter
ests. There has- also been referred to 
the undersigned in connection with the 
bill a copy of a communication addressed 
to your excellency by his imperial Japan
ese majesty’s consul-general for Canada 
in which the consul-general states that 
he has been instructed' by his govern
ment to protest against assent to the 
clauses of this bill containing the word 
“Japanese,” upon the ground that the 
bill, so far as it concerns the Japanese, 
is the tmost unjust and unfriendly meas
ure ever taken against a nation friendly 
to Great Britain and her dependencies. 
The consul-general also refers to the 
new treaty between Great Britain and 
Japan and some matters connected with 
the passage of the bill through the house 
of assembly.

The first clause of the bill provides 
that it may be cited as the Alien Labor 
act, 1897. The bill proceeds to provide 
in effect tha* in case of any act passed 
thereafter granting to any person or 
body corporate the right of constructing 
certain works, therein mentioned, or the 
right to carry on any trade, business, 
occupation or calling or granting to any 
person or body corporate any property 
rights or privileges whatsoever no Chi
nese or Japanese person shall be employ
ed in connection with or in relation to 
any of the works, rights, trade, business, 
occupation or property so authorized and 
in the event of such employment that 
the person by whom snch Chinese or 
Japanese person shall be employed shall 
be liable to a penalty. The word “Chi
nese” is defined to mean any native of 
the Chinese Empire or its dependencies 
not bom of British parents and to in
clude any person of the Chinese race, 
and similarly the term Japanese is de
fined to mean any native of the Japanese 
Empire or its dependencies not born of 
British parents and to include any per
son of the Japanese race. The under
signed observes that by section 4 of the 
Coal Mines Regulation Amendment act, 
1890, of British Columbia, it was enact
ed in effect that no Chinaman should be 
employed in or allowed to be for the pur
pose of employment in any mine to 
which the amended act applies below 
ground. The validity of that act has 
recently been considered by the Supreme 
court of British Columbia, under a refor- 
ence from the executive council of that 
province and the court has pronounced 
judgment declaring the enactment con
stitutional. The undersigned is informed 
that an appeal is now pending to the Su
preme court of Canada from the said 
judgment, the appeal being entitled in 
the cause of the Union Colliery Co., of 
British Columbia, appellants, against 
the Attorney-general for British Colum
bia and others, respondents. The judg
ment of the Supreme court of British 
Columbia in so far as it is applicable 
to the enactment under consideration 
is favorable to its validity. The judg
ment is, however, under appeal and the 
undersigned considers also that there are 
seasons affecting the authority of the 
legislature to enact the present measure 
which may not apply to the Coal Mines 
Regulation Amendment act. 1890. The 
legislature in adopting a short title for 
the bill in question has considered Alien 
Labor act, 1897 to be appropriate and 
comprehensive description and the bill, 
if allowed to go into operation, would 
affect principally the right to employ
ment of Chinese or Japanese who are 
aliens. The main intention appears to 
be to disqualify Chinese and Japanese 
aliens from employment. The legislation 
may therefore aptly be regarded as af
fecting aliens, but the subject of natur
alization and aliens has been referred to 
the exclusive legislative authority of the 
parliament of Canada and the under
signed apprehends that unless the mea
sure in question can be more appropri
ately classed under the category of pro
perty and civil rights or some one or 
more of the other enumerations conta in

past seven.
Hon. Col. Baker replied that what ac

tually happened was that the house had 
decided to meet at eleven minutes past 
two and therefore it had only remained 
to meet at this hour to-day.

Mr. Higgins, while admitting that he 
had made a blunder in drawing up his 
amendment said that he had had the 
word “morning” on it and that this had 
been struck out after the motion was 
passed. _

Mr. Speaker said he had called atten
tion to the fact that the motion did 
not read properly and he had struck out 
the word “morning” afterwards as it 
was quite evident there was no inten
tion to meet at eleven minâtes past two 
in the morning. . ...

Mr. Higgins explained that ins real 
intention had been to have the house 
meet at 11 o’clock.

Mr. Kennedy took the same view as 
Mr. Forster of the matter under discus
sion. The rule read that when the 
Speaker left the chair at 6 o’clock the 

should then meet at half-past 
seven or some other hour agreed upon.

Several members—“Yes, till eleven 
minutes past two.”

Mr. Kennedy maintained that the gov
ernment had been defeated and then 
used brute force t» lock the members 
out of the house. (Laughter.)

Mr. Williams thought that the Speaker 
ought to have called the attention of 
Mr. Higgins to the fact that his amend
ment did not read right. The house 
should have met last night again at 
half-past seven as the house had never 
adjourned.

Hon. Mr. Eberts said the whole thing 
very funny piece of business and 

the opposition were making an oppor
tunity to get off a joke. Why Mr. Wil
liams while he pretended he was anx
ious. to meet the previous night had got 
his ticket for the theatre. The opposi
tion knew perfectly well that they ner- 
er expected to meet at half-past seven 
the previous night. It was a tempest in 
a teapot and no doubt the opposition 
papers would come out in big head 
lines, “Defeat of the government,” until 
the whole thing was explained and peo
ple saw it was a joke. The house could 
not have sat at 11 o’clock either be
cause the municipal committee had an 
important meeting at 10 o’clock which 
kept them till after noon. The opposi
tion thought they had done something 
smart when they took advantage of the 
temporary absence of government mem
bers from the house to oppose* adjourn
ment.

Mr. Kellie said jokingly that under the 
circumstances he believed that the only 
thing that remained was for the Premier 
to send in his resignation and let the 
Lieutenant-Governor send for the mem
ber for Kootenay (Mr. Kellie) to form 
a new government. (Laughter.)

Major Mutter said as a member of the 
municipal committee they had had to 
meet at 10 o’clock and surely that should 
have some consideration in fixing the 
time the house should meet.

Mr. Sword said that what the opposi
tion complained of was that the rules 
were not carried out. When the house 
took recess at 6 o’clock they should have 
met again at half-past seven.

Mr. Adams was of the opinion that 
there should have been no sitting last 
night. The effect of the amendment 
was that the house should meet at 2:11 
to-day.

This finished the discussion and the 
proceedings were then opened with pray
ers by Rev. Dr. Campbell.

Mr. Smith introduced bills to amend 
the Mineral and Placer Mining acts. 
These were rend a hist time. Tue bids 
.embody the report of the mining com
mittee handed in the other day.

ALIEN LABOR,
Hon. Mr. Turner presented papers in 

relation to the Alien Labor act.
RAILWAY CHARTERS.

Dr. Walkem moved whereas the con
struction of railways in the province of 
British Columbia is a matter of the 
utmost importance to the inhabitants of 
the province, as materially affecting 
their interests; and whereas occasions 
arise when applications are made to the 
Dominion parliament for charters for 
railways in British Columbia, independ
ent of any applications for the same to 
the provincial legislature; and whereas 
the granting of such charters by the Do
minion parliament may frequently con
flict with the interests of the people of 
British Columbia, especially when the 
railways in question pass the interna
tional boundary into the United States :

Therefore, be it resolved, that an hum
ble address be presented to His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, to move the 
Dominion government to oppose the 
granting of any charters for railways

An interesting passenger by the Is
lander yesterday was M. H. Saunders, 
who came down the Stikine on the ice 
last fall and was camped near the 
boundary until about the 1st instant, 
when he left his party and started back 
to civilization for more supplies. He 
will wait until navigation iq open before 
returning, as he does not wish any more 
experience on the Stikine at this time of 
year. On the way out he says he had to 
wade through slush and at times was 
doubtful about the safety of his life. 
Mr. Saunders is well posted on almost 
everything along the Stikine route. He 
says that one section of the Mann & 
Mackenzie party with about thirty-five 
light teams had reached Glenora before 
he left and ether sections were to be 
found at intervals at about thirty miles 
along the route. Asked if he had heard 
any reports of the party returning, he 
said he had not, that the talk was all 
the other way—“push ahead” and they 
were not only talking about this, but do
ing it. They had many hardships to 
contend with and one section lost their 
teams which went through the ice and 
were drowned. He heard no repçrts of 
any human lives being lost in any other 
than a natural way, but one fellow Jhad 

.,fc. minyrolcms escape. . He lay Sewn 
on the ice at an air hole to get a drink 
when the surface gave way and he went 
down, coming up by the merest chance 
through another small air hole a little 
further down.

From March 9 up to the time 
departure -Mr. Saunders says that 
people had passed the boundary bound 
for the gold fields. Among these was 
a New York party of 65 under control 
of Mr. Upperin. There ware about 
fifty camps at the boundary; two build
ings had already been piit np by the 
police and three more were under con
struction. The best of order prevails 
all along the route and the police find 
very little to do but what they do they 
do well. All kinds of laws of civilization 
have to be devised and only a short 
time before Mr. Saunders left a. Klon- 
diker was arrested and fined for beat
ing his dogs, which move was highly ap
proved of by all humane people in the 
district.

All along the banks of the river from 
the boundary to within about fifteen 
miles of Wrangel people are camped 
awaiting the breaking up of the ice. 
None of them are inclined to move on 
until this happens as they think it 
would be dangerous. The campers have 
spent considerable of their time cuttirfg 
wood, expecting to be able to sell it when 
the steamers commence to ply the

At Cottonwood Island, which it about 
seven miles from Wrangel, two large 
boats are building. One is for Captain 
Armstrong. It is 125 feet in length and 
the hull was just about finished whea 
Mr. Saunders passed. The other boat 
is about 100 feet in length. It is being 
built by the Gypsie Queen party of gold 
hunters from Chicago numbering forty 
odd, all of whom are camped there and 
working at the steamer.

Mr. Saunders also heard_ of the Dewd- 
ney party, one half of which has landed 
with outfits at Glenora. The other half, 
according to the progress they were 
making, ought also to be there soon.
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REDISTRIBUTION.
The Redistribution bill was brought 

down by message from the Lieut.-Gov
ernor and referred to the house in com
mittee of the whole with Mr. Smith as 
chairman. The bill was reported to the 
house and received its first reading.

The house then went into committee 
on Mr. Forster’s Provincial Voters’ bill, 
and rising, reported progress.

The house then rose for recess.
AFTER RECESS.

The Provincial Elections Act Amend
ment bill (Attorney-General) passed its 
third and final reading. • The Nanaimo 
Electric Light Co.’s bill was similarly 
advanced, and the reports on the C. P. 
N. Co. and Cowichan Lumber Co. bills 
were adopted.

On motion of the Attorney-General the 
bill respecting the municipality of Grand 
Forks was read a second time, 
text of the bill was outlined yesterday.

After spending some time in committee 
on the Portland & Stikine Railway BH1, ' 
progress was reported.

PRIVILEGE.
Hon. Mr. Martin, to a question of pri

vilege, complained of the publication in 
the Times of an article in which he was 
referred to as the “thief commissioner.” 
He defied any one in the house to point 
to one dishonest action in his career, 
and maintained that the insult complain
ed of was simply in line with the state
ments ,of the same paper that he was 
pursuing an abusive policy with regard 
to his opponent in Yale. Of that gen
tleman’s personal character he had had 
nothing whatever to say; nor would he 
have. The entire article in the Times 
was disgraceful, and he demanded that 
the paper apologize.

Hon. Mr. Eberts only wished that it 
were possible to have an inquiry into the 
antecedents of the man “who writes 
these articles in the Times.” He said 
this advisedly, he observed, and he 
hoped that his words would be recorded 
by the representatives of the press in 
the gallery.

Hon. Mr. Turner rose to another 
question of privilege on the same paper 
—this being the cowardly attack made 
on the Speaker. It was too bad, he said, 
to have so disreputable a paper publish
ed in the community, a paper that would 
attack a man who was in such a posi
tion that he could not rise to resent it. 
Such a degradation of journalism was 
sincerely to be deplored.

Dr. Walkem also referred to the Times 
in respect to the insult offered by it to 
the British troops, called by this paper 
“murderers and butchers.” The proper 
treatment for a man who would write 
such articles would be tar and feathers. 
If that man represented any party in the 
province the people of that party should 
hang their heads in shame at his ac
tions.

The house adjourned at 10:30.

W. H. LOMAS.

THE VAN ANDA SMELTER.

Arrival of the Experts for the Purpose 
Establishing the Works.

(Vancouver World.)
Harry Whitney Treat, treasurer, has 

just arrived from New York, with four 
smelter men, to prepare the buildings 
and ground at Van Anda City, for the 
smelting plant which will arrive there 
in a lew days. Thomas Kiddie, late of 
the Orford Copper Company, is super
intendent. Mr. Kiddie is one of the 
foremost metallurgical chemists of Am
erica, and acknowledged by authorities 
and technical institutions to be perfectly 
acquainted with the treatment of ores 
and metals. In 1880, by competition, 
he won the bronze medal of The City 
and Guilds of London Institute, for 
Technical Education, and has won re
peated distinctions since. George Ever
ett will be his first assistant. Mr. 
Everett is thoroughly well known in the 
copper* trade, having run copper furn
aces, with great success, in Maine, Cap- 
elton, Venezuela, Mexico and New York. 
Joseph Thomson, second assistant, has 
been copper smelting for 15 years, dur
ing which time he has become a veteran 
in the art. Wm. Chapman, furnaceman, 
has likewise spent his life in smelting 
ores, and is thoroughly conversant with 
the subject, in all its practical details. 
A complete sampling plant and assay 
office will be attached to the smelting 
works at Van Anda City, Texada Isl
and, where custom ores will be brought 
and smelted with the Van Anda ores at 
moderate prices. The present furnace 
has a smelting capacity of 60 tons per 
day, and additional furnaces will be 
added as needed. The ores will be roast
ed in piles to burn off the sulphur and 
oxidize the iron then charged into the 
furnace with coke, producing a 50 to 60 
per cent, matte and the first wastq slag 
will be used to construct a permanent 
dock in Van Anda bay. Further treat
ment of the matte, to produce metallic 
copper, will be carried on in reverbera
tory furnaces to be constructed in the 
near future. Edward Blewett will con
tinue as manager, and, like the other 
owners, has every confidence in the 
property. The vein at the bottom of 
the new compartment shaft is still 
widening and increasing in gold value, 
which maintaining its remarkably high 
percentage of copper. It is expected 
that, beginning about August 15th the 
Van Anda smelter will extract value 
for the company to the extent of $1,500 
per day, being 50 tons of $30 ore. Re
peated shipments to various smelters 
have proved that their ores carry a 
value of $30 to $48 per ton.
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Mr. Williams proceeding said that the 
government had not a right to give a 
crown grant outside the six blocks, and 
that the limit of th<*e blocks was a 
depth of 16 miles from the railway.

Hon. Mr. Eberts in reply said this 
question seemed to be a particular hobby 
of Mr. Williams. It might not be out 
of place perhaps to go into a short his
tory of the question. About the year 
1890 Kootenay, or particularly that part 
of it now traversed by tire Nelson & 
Fort Sheppard railway was practically 
unknow. With a laudable desire to 
open up that district the government 
had come to the assistance of the Nel
son & Fort Sheppard railway. At that 
time communication in Kootenay was 
very different from what it is to-day. 
The agreement between the government 
was different from that between the 
Canada Western railway bcause the 
Nelson & Fort Sheppard people agreed 
to take only 10,240 acres to the mile as 
against the 20,000 acres a mile which 
the other grants called for. At that 
time the Nelson & Fort Sheppard rail
way had only a bare charter and it was 
impossible to say just how long the rail
way would be. That was the reason no 
doubt why it was decided to only men
tion the number of acres per mile and 
not thé amount of the total grant. 
Therefore a contract was entered into 
between the government preceding this 
one, and the Nelson & Fort Sheppard 
railway by which the company was to 
build the road. The railway put up its 
security and the section of the act was 
complied with before the government 
ment was to give 10,240 acres a miles, 
face of the contract that the govern
ment was to be given 10,240 a mile, 
would it have been a proper thing for the 
government to say that the company 
should content themselves with less. The 
fact was that the railway was duly 
measured and the contract was carried 
out according to the intent of the act. 
The government carried out its agree
ment honestly and fie was prepared to 
say if it ever came before the courts 
that the position the government took 
was right. The judgment of Mr. Justice 
Drake, quoted by Mr. Williams, had 
not dealt with this point at all, but with 
an entirely different one. The Nelson 
& Fort Sheppard had selected a block 
alongside the railway, but owing to the 
sinuosities of the line a small portion of 
the square projected across the railway. 
Parker jumped this and thé court de
sired that the land being reserved Park
er had no- right to locate on it. It was 
perfectly impossible to take blocks along 
the line without part projecting across. 
In the ease of the C.P.R. many of the 
sections of the land grant extended* 
across the railway because no railway 
ran in a perfectly straight line, and in 
taking np the land the cardinal points 
had to be observed. The government 
had carried ont the law and it was the 
duty of the government to see that the 
province carried out its contracts hon
estly. There was nothing in the act to 
say that the land could not be taken 
outside of the alternate blocks when 
the company could not get the land they 
were entitled to within the alternate 
blocks. In carying out the agreement 
the government had looked after the 
rights of miners and saw to it that the 
contract was carried out in the best in
terests of the province. (Applause.)

The Leader of the Opposition said that 
the Nelson & Fort Sheppard had agreed 
to take a grant in alternate blocks not 
to exceed a certain amount and that the 
railway was to be the base. When Mr. 
Corbin found that the government was 
very easy to manage, he had, got that 
government to take up the land so that 
the government did not get the advan
tage of the alternate blocks. The gov
ernment in allowing a change in the 
agreement had repudiated what the
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MINOR INCIDENTS.

Kingston, Jamaica. April 15.—The 
British colonial authorities here have in
structions from the home government to 
declare coal contraband in the event of 
war. The authorities maintain strict re
serve in defining the exact nature of the 
instructions because hostilities have not 
been begun; but they will, it is under
stood, declare them immediately on news 
war. Some* dealers here who have been 
anticipating Spanish demand for coal 
have laid in nnnsnal stocks.

Buffalo, April 15.—The five companies 
of the 13th Infantry (regulars) stationed 
at Fort Porter in this city and one com
pany stationed at Fort Niagara have 
been ordered to proceed at once to Tam
pa. Fla.

Falmouth, Eng., April 15.—The U. S. 
cruiser Topeka, formerly the Diogenes, 
and the U. S. torpedo boat Somers, pur
chased in Germany, have sought shelter 
here. It is said that the crew of the 
Somers have again refused _ to proceed 
in her owing to unseaworthiness. They 
say that when she is in full speed her 
fore-compartments are full of water. 
Later in the day it was announced that 
two new leaks had developed in the 
Somers’ forward decks. She is now be
ing docked for repairs.

FREE TO LADIES.THE ALASKAN BOUNDARY.
We will give one lady la each town or village 

a frill sized |2 ca»e of LUXURA, the only 
Toilet article In the world that will eve lop the 
boat or any part of the female to m, remote 
wrinkle», etc. Write to-day for it G. M, BIG 
gig, lîNWert nl Street Hew To

To the Editor :—In your issue ol April 
6 you publish extracts from Senator 
Macdonald’s letter in the Montreal Wit
ness in which he says: “That the ac
cess to the Stikine river is through Unit
ed States waters.” The treaty which 
is American law lays down the bound
ary from Mt. St. Elias to Prince Wales 
Island, “as to follow the summits of the 
mountains within 16 marine leagues of 
the ocean coast, and where there are no 
summits, the distance is never to ex
ceed 10 marine leagues from the ocean.” 
In the case Pac. Whaling Co. vs. Alaska 
Packing Co., tried in Depart. 5, Supei- 
ior court, San Francisco, a verdict of 
$50,000 damages was given to plaintiff, 
“because ocean means the open sea, 
which cannot be monopolised." The 
case arose in Alaska, and a» •lioro is no 
government there it was tried in Cali
fornia. The outer coast of the i-lands 
being declared to be tbe ocean that 
gives all the inland waters and towns 
to Canada by the ruling of the Sin 
Francisco court. Senator Macdonald 
should be forced to withdraw his mis
statement, and he should be made ac
quainted with the ruling of the Lali'cr- 
nia court. The treaty, he must know 
very well because he talks of it and 
ouotes it. The Stikine month and 
W rangel are both Canadian. The Unit
ed States do n it want to steal. Yours 
faithfully,

NO DENTHIFIOE EQUALS

CAL VEST’S
!

Carbolic Tooth Powder.
6d., Is., Is. Cd., and 1 lb. te. Tine, or

Carbolic Tooth Paste.
Id., Is., and Is. 6d. Pots,

For Pmemu tie Teetl aid streuMli! the Gams,
Eich is prepared with Calvsbt’s purest rer- 

hollo- the best dental preservative. They 
sv.wtten the breath and prevent Infection by 
Inhalation.
Iroii Imitation Which are Numerous ini Unreliable, 

i From Newton Chans, Esq., late United States 
Consul, Manchester: Your Carbolic Tooth 
Powder is the best I ever used. In my opinion I 
am joined ny all the members of my family.”

The Laigeet Sale of any Dentifrices
JF. a. CJLL VBRT A Ct>., MAy CHEST Ell. 

Awarded 75 Gold and Silver Medals, »c
agents:

Langley ft Henderson Bros’ , Victoria, B.C

PHILIPPINES AT

Revolt Broken Out Afn 
Japan Has Equippi 

gents.

Madrid, April 14.—(N 
letter just received her 
'Ppines says that all t 
■were embarking for S]

Leather coats with sheet- 
skin lining, made specially 
for the Yuknon country. B. 
Williams & Co.J. W. TREADWELL
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