e ‘Wit b5 seen by the Table of

fmports and Exports for 1923-1923

our total trade exceeded the previous
year by over two and one-half mil-
lion dollars. The value of our Im-
ports exceeded the preceding year
approximately one million dollars;
while the value of our Exports jn-
creased by nearly ome million and
one-half. 2

This, Mr. Chairman, is an encour-
aging sign and ome which should
give extreme satisfaction to every
patriotic Newfoundlander in and out
of this House.

I am of opinion that the trade
cutlook for the coming year should
even exceed the figures just guoted,
as from present indications it would
seem that our fish will realize better
prices in the markets abroad than it
has done during the past three years.
Such a happy condition is due en-
tirely to the law of supply and de-
mand, a law to which I have repeat-
edly subscribed -in this House and
elsewhere. And it is due principally
to the interference with this immu-

country is in the deplorable condifion
which has to be faced by me now.
The increased revenue consequent
upon improved trade conditions will,
I feel confident, enable us to balance
our accounts at the end of the fiscal
year 1924-1925. And, while we havé

during the past four- years, I hope
by the exercise of strict economy to
be in a position to change those de-
ficits ‘into a surplus/during the pres-
ent year. It may be quite true that
this surplus may not be a consider-
able one, but in any case it'is quite
pleasant to be able to look forward
‘to a surplus of revenue over expen-
diture (no matter how small) after
four years of large deficits—deficits,
gentlemen, due to the unlimited and
not always well-advised ' expendi-
tures incurred by those who were en-
trusted with the public funds of this
Colony, 1

Here, gentlemen, I beg to quote
Trade Statistics showing Imports
and Exports from 1911-1912 to 1922-
1923, ‘inclusive, and I may say that
the figures are taken from the official

table law by ‘certain visionaries dur-
ing the past three years that this

TABLE

Year
1511-12
1912-13
1913-14
1914-15
1915-16
1916-17 ..
1917-18 .,
1918-19 ..
1919-20 ..
1920-21 ..
1921-22 .,
1922-23 .. T
While the catch of codfish fell in
1922-1923 as compared with the prev-
ious year, by over one hundred thou-
sand quintals, the price was well
maintained; and the value of our oth-
er exports increased as a whole,

The price of cod-oil, notably, ad-
vanced considerably. The export of
iron ore in 1912-1913 (taken from the
viewpoint of value) was very high.
‘With the exception of 1913-1914, it
showed a considerable drop in the
succeeding years. I am very pleased
' to be able to say, however, that dur-
ing the year 1922-1923 the exports
over the succeeding year increased
more than 500,@0 tons in quantity and
over a million dollars in value, the
greatest value in either war or pre-
war times.

In paper, copper and lumber there
was a pleasing increase in production
as will be readily seen by the trade
reports jugt quoted.

A considerable advance in lobster
prices is also recorded, while the ex-
port of fresh salmon and the price rée-
alized were extremely abnormal.

On the other hand, it was regret-
able to see that the output of frozen
and pickled herring had declined not
only in value but also in quantity. 1
have arrived at the oponion that this
is due to, in many cases, the poor
quality of the fish packed for foreign
markets. Unless greater care is tak-
en with the packing of herring by our
exporters, I very mueh fear that con-
ditions will not readily improve in
the herring trade.

One very hopeful sign of our fisher-
ies this year, is the fact that it will
be prosecuted by one hundred and
forty four more sail of vessels than
the previous year. This is very en-
couraging and indicates a revival of
fishery trade so much handicapped by
the too frequent undertaking of relief
works by our predecessors in the past
—relief works (to quote the Auditor
General’s report of 1921) which were
unproductive in every sense of the
word,—except to draw our outport
brethren from their natural avoeation !
whichh was .the fisheries.

In this connection I am reminded
that about six thousand mén are now
employed in and about the Humber
project. That has relieved the em-
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. 33,297,184

. 18,209,853

ployment situation From a national
standpoint, however, this cannot be
looked upon as all gain; for many of
these mem, if not so employed, Would
dave been engaged in the fishery last
year and this, and wounld have added
burmbmunﬁmowmtm

returns compiled at the Customs De-
partment.

OF IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.

Total
$26,608,299
30,655,254
30,328,269
25,487,666
35,396,829
43,700,072
57,046,463
70,081,800
75,398,826
51,350,994
19,478,417 37,688,270
19,321,824 20,956,863 40,278,687

struction as to prevent development
work.

Labor conditions on the North Am-
erican Continent are not good at pre-
sent; many of our expatriated people

Imports Exports

$13,874,809
14,672,889
15,134,543
13,136,880
18,969,493
22,381,762
30,153,517
36,784,616
34,865,438
22,441,267

16,012,365
15,193,726
12,350,786
16,427,336
21,318,310
26,892,946

40,533,388
28,909,727

.| are now glad to return, and if we in-

terfere too strenuously with employ-
ers here, local labor conditions might
grow worse.

TOURIST TRAFFIC.

It would seem as though the tourist
attractions of the Colony might be its
most guickly realizable asset, but to
that end it would be necessary to pro-
vide increased and improved hotel ac-
commodation, in St. John’s, and else-
where, to build motor roads, and to
protect game and game fish more jeal-
ously than heretofore, and in addition
to advertise widely to the outside
world, the many attractions this Col-
ony possesses for summer and even
autumn tourists, The Government is
investigating this subject in all its
branches, and I am hopeful that even
before this short session closes I shall
be able to make definite proposals
about this matter, looking to the im-
mediate commencement of work.

ROADS, BRIDGES AND HOTELS.

The wastefulness of building wood-
en bridges is evident. Many important
ones are now in complete disrepair.
Under the superintendence of the Gov-
ernment Engineer several fine con-
crete structures have been erected. He
has prepared plans for others. ‘They
will be used in connection with the
construction of motor roads. Such
roads should, of course, be built, not
haphazardly, here and there, but as
parts of a preconceived whole and the
work should be done in a manner cal-
culated to produce both quantity and
quality, for while construction will in-
cidentally employ many men, the chief
aim should be to open up the natural
resources and scenic beauties of the
Colony to the admiring eyes of inves-
tors and travellers,

As hotels, motor roads and concrete
bridges will obviously be for the bene-
fit of pasterity, and not merely of tem-
porary advantage, it is proposed to
provide for these by a loan bill which

1 shall introduce later in this session.

Our manufacturers generally are
looking forward to better years, and
1 have mno .doubt their optimism is
! justified by the gradually improved
conditions of the Colony.

The establishment of a Flour Mill,
:which Honourable members have been
‘asked to consider, will I am satisfied
‘prove a great boon to labour in the
dty of St. John's.

BAILWAY,
The condition and operation of the

Railway continue to be matters - of |
’mlnwweuplmw

| ‘chln

had to meet deficits by borrowing |-

'm ,b’ b
WM Delays
pairs. Impronmanuoldock;nﬂmv

chinery, a provision for speedy coal-
ing, the acquisition of a speedy and

tion between the - Government, the
artizans and the laborers, are all tnc_-
tors which would go a long way to-
wards making this port what its geo-
graphical situation entitled it to be—
the repairing station/ for all North At-
lantic steamers, :

Judging from -the trade conditions
as presented and from my own per-
sonal ‘knowledge of trade activities,
I am of opinion that the outlook is
somewhat brighter for the Colony
than it has been for some time past,
as ‘a result of which ~the: financial
prospect for the Colony has improved
proportionately. On that opinion I
have based my estimate of the rev-
enue likely to accrue during the com-
ing year. I expect to receive the fol-
lowing:—

Customs Revenue ...... $7,300,000.00
Postal 265,000.00
Telegraph ... 200,000.00
90,000.00
40,000.00

8,000.00
25,000.00
10,000.00
88,000.00
820,000.00
10,000.00
50,000.00
112,000.00
70,000.00
50,000.00
200,000.00
100,000.00

Inland Revenue Stamps
Fines and Forfeitures ..
Fees Public Institutions
Broom Dept. Penitentiary
Interest on Guar. Loans
Income Tax

Busincss Profits Arrears
Manufacturing Sales Tax
Bank Tax

Taxes and Assessments
Estate Duties

Liquor Profits
Miscellaneous Revenue .

$8,938,000:00

Honourable Members will notice
that I have made a considerable ad-
| dition to the estimate of my predeces-
[ sor for 1924-25, and I think T am jus-

tified in so doing.

Nobody regretted more than I have
the exXtravagance of our predecessors
and the necessity of liquidating the
bills incurred by them, threw upon
me the cuty of recommending to my
colleagues, and upon them the duty
of agreeing with the cancellation
of the illegal and dishonest Minute
of Council adopted ‘n April last, one

| day only before the Legislature met.

This Minute rescinded the duties omn
flour, pork. etc.,, and those rescind-
ing.them knew quite well that these

tries as well as with individuals, bills
must be paid or insolvency results,
and this Colony must not default in
its payments and so lose its credit.

It has, however, been decided that
in view of the growing cost of flour
following upon reports of a decreased
wheat crop, and the absolute neces-
sity of gasolene in the fisheries you
shall be asked to wholly repeal the
duties on these articles. -

This may result in a shortage of
the amount of revenue I have esti-
mated for 1924-25 but if so it will
be met by enforced economy in some
of the public services.

You will also be asked to special-
ly authorize the Government to re-
duce or wholly rescind the duty on
certain other articles, in the hope
that improved trade or greater econ-
nomy may make such reduction or
abrogaticn possible.

Consideration of the Revenue Act,
1905, and its various amendments and
of the Report of a Tariff Commission
appointed by a preceding Government,
has been deferred until we have had
time to comsider the whole subject,
but the matter will be submitted to
you at the next Session.

The Controller’s Department is now
self-contained, paying its expenses
from its receipts, and passing over
to the Exchequer its profits only.
I have placed the revenue from that
source at $200,000.00, basing my es-
timate on the profits for the 'last

eleven months, and allgwing some-

emurrage charges, M “the | v
me m re- |

powerful sea-going tug; and co-opera-

duties must be replaced. With coun-.

Servants’ nladeliuhd a ntlm-
demoralizing effect  on the whole
Service; that faithfal and efficient

work cannot be-obtained from a Ser--

vieo which is notoﬂonsly underpaid;
‘80 much that too many of the officials
cannot possibly keep out of debt apd
providge for their families even the
barest necessaries. .
This_condition of affairs hia :
questionably mich to do = with
constant, demand for pay for
called extra services and overtime,

m-
“the

and the proposal for a repesl of the ;

Civil Service Reduction Act is made
with the honest idea of: first, enab-
ling all eficient servants of the pub-
lic to support themselves in a decent
manner; and secondly, to see that all
extra -pavments in the ' Civil Service
cease from this date. The Legislature
of this Colony votes a salary for a
certain position, and the occupant of
that position should receive that and
nothing more,

During the short time I have - had
the honor to hold my position of Fi-
nance Minister, it has been impressed
strongly upon my mind that this mat-
ter of granting money for extra ser-
vices has been grossly unfair. There
have been officials in the Service who
no matter what their value was, no
matter what they did in the way of
giving straight, decent service in the
stations allotted them, received noth-
ing. If they worked long hours over-
time, the fruits went frequently to
cther officials.

In order to give a straight deal to
all, it, is my intention to see that this
regulation is carried out not only in
the letter but in the spirit as well.

I have said this is a great injus-
tice and, as I write, I have before
me evidcnce of the fact that several
officials have received for overtime
sums exceeding their annual salary,
while, as I have also pointed out, we
are confronted with cases of hard
working officials who never received,
or thought of receiving, one cent
more than was legitimately voted
by the duly authorized body appoint-
ed to fix their yearly stipend, name-
1y the Legislature of this Colony.

This injustice, Mr. Chairman and
Honourable gentlemen, has actuated
the Government in arriving at the
decision of repealing the Civil Ser-
vice Reduction Act, a decision which
has been held ont to Some of the best
men in this country of ours for some
vears past in the form of a mirage.
Our policy in this respeot is to deal
fairly with all; give favour to none.

In too many cases Finance Minis-
ters have egtimated an expenditure
which could not possibly cover a con-
stantly expanding public service,
trusting to an always complaisant
iol}owing in the House to pass a huge
Supplementary Supply. This Supply,
which swells the original votes pro-
vided by this House, i3 mainly caused
by overdrafts authorized by Order-
in-Council, which Order usually con-
tains the proyvision “that Supplemen-
“tary Supply would be - taken when
“the House meets and authorizing the
“Bank of Montreal to honour over-
“drawing cheques.”

This has been done despite the fact
that the Auditor General had notified
the Bank that he would issue no fur-
ther lefters of credit by reason of the
fact that the votes passed by this
Assembly had been exhausted.

My idea of dealing with this situa-
tion is to do exactly the reverse. I
have estimated our revenue and I
intend with the help of my colleagues
to fit our expenditure to that estimate,
and to see to it that the expenditure
is kept within ‘the Yotes which this
Legislature will pass. I regret to say
that too little attention has been
given in the past by Ministerial Heads
to the details of expenditure, and I
am now #sking them to help me, by
exercising an earnest supervision
over the minutest details of their re-
epective departments in order that
this @annal supplemental bugaboo
shall not récur during the current
Year,

In this connection I psk their at-
tention to the 48rd Section of the
Audit Act, which reads as follows:—

“Tha Deputy Heads of the sev-
eral departments or the officers,
clerks or other persons charged
with the expenditure of public
money, shall respectively audit
the details of the accounts of the
seversgl ervices in the first in-
stance, and be responsible for the .
correpiness of such audit.”
Following :upon my determination

| to" “make the garment fit the cloth”

lmm&sweunkmemymmof
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Colony it mlut have) I shall set tordg
hm when g with' expenditure:

I reaiige to the fullest extent the
burden of taxation placed upon the
shoulders of<our ' people. I deeply
sympathize. with them. I observe their

and forced eoonumiu in even essen-
tials which. the high cost - of lving
brings in its »tmin. 1 ‘appeal with
confidence to them to bear their bur-
den nuntil ‘growing prosperity enables
the Gthzm,n}e'nt to decrease it. ¢

Coming now directly to.expenditure,
consider as essential the following

Financa Department .. .. ..
_Colonial Secretary’s .. .. ..
Justice Department '.: /.. ..
ucation Department .. ., .
blic. Charities .." .. .. ..
Marine and Fisheries .. .. .. ..
Agriculture and Mines .. .. .. .
PabMe - Works" .. .. .. .. .. ..
Posts and Telegraphs -
Customs Department ., .. ..
Liquor Controller ..
Tax ASSeSS0T .. ... oc oo ..
Contingencies .. .. .
, Military Pension Board .
Shipping Department .. .. .. .

s be o4

This shows a reduction in ‘ Esti-

mates of $794,037.43.
I do not now propose to enter into !
the detail of the several votes. These
with their several changes from the
last Estimates, have- been placed be-
fore yon will be explained by the
Minister in charge thereof when the
House is in Committee on Supply.
Before closing, I should like to draw
the attention of Honourable members
to the serious state of affairs obtain-
ing for some time past in the Cus-
toms Department. Undreamed of
conditions have existed in that De-
partment, certain things have been
permitted there which no department-
al head should have overlooked.
The Aunditor General’s instructions
were frequently ignored, and I find to-
day that there are duties outstanding
from 1915 to the present date on
goods issued to individuals under i
what is known as “Temparary Per«i
mits.” These permits were given
and the Department neglected to fol-
low up the individuals for collection |
of duties.
The mismanagement, also, of what |

i
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Permanent and Casual
R R

d 85,2164)00
I estimate the expenditure on -
foregoing at $5,276,000.00, . lea
,$3,662,000 of our estimated ; revenue
for the remainder of the Public Ser-.
vice, These latter, containing many
items that are indispensable, are cap-
able of considerable reduction and
bhave been subjected to that reduction
I estimate (then the total requi >
ments of the coming year, 1924-1925,
which compared with the estimates’
of 1923-1924, compares as follows:—

1923-1924 1924.1925
<. $3,655,943.78.. $3,438,110.21
51,5654.00 67,179.00
382,954.46 341,479.16
839,851.03 821,842,083
441,338.33 376,861.71
346,969.39 333,589.39
95,020.00
994,416.26
1,244,465.83
493,960.50
79,864.00
14,840.00
235,617.00
699,766.00
50,000.00

m.dob

938,098.57
1,146,397.83

14,840.00
184,617.00
651,766.00

$9,626,560.58  $8,832,523.15

deposit in Savings’ Accounts, the
sum of $20,133,975.561, At then end of
1023, this amount had increased to
$20,340,223.21, an increase of $206,-
247.70.

This is a very significant fact and
to my mind an indication of that re-
silent buovancy for which Newfound-
land in her financial history has been
famous; and I feel sure that with
that earpnest co-operation which is so
necessary in all serious activities
we shall turn the corner in 1924-25
and enter the straight road to na-
’{fonal prosperity and happiness.

Finally, and in coneclusion, I can as-
sure this House and the whole coun-
try, that it is the earnest intention
of his Majesty’s Government to em-
bark on an entirely new scheme of
financing. We have decided that an
energetic constructive policy has been
necessary for this land for some
The policy i3 long over-
due, bt you may be sure that if I
secure the faithful co-operation
of my fellow ministers in the Gov-

fernme"t, the time has now arrived

and our ship has come home at last.
As I have already remarked, this

is known as bonded warehouses, m,‘)vernment accepts no responsibility

which at the present moment very,
great discrepancies exist, is respon-
sible for the loss of considerable
duty owing to the Colony; duty which*‘
I fear in many cases will never be |
collected.

Considerable loss was sustained,
moreover, through the presentation
of fraudulent invoices which passed
through the Customs without proper
check.

I shali conclude my remarks on this
subject by stating for the information
of honourable members, that full en-
quiry is being instituted into the
whole matter.

CUSTOMS BONDS.

There is another matter in relation
to the Customs to which I desire to
call the attention of the House. I re-
fer to the large amount due in Cus-
toms’ Bonds, some $117,545.41 in all,
including interest. Many of these
unpaid Bofids date back to 1920,[
some to 1921 and the latest to 1922,
Apparently very little effort has been
made by the persons owing this
money to pay it. In 1920, some bonds
were extended, but since then no ex-
tensions were permitted, and some
payments on account have been
made from time to time. I cannot
speak too strongly against the dis-
crimination which permitted the ex-
tension of bonds. As far as the pres-
ent Government is concerned, it is
their intention to secure the prompt
payment in cash of these moneys, not
in promises to pay or extensions,

1 have here some statements which
will be of intereat to‘ honourable
members. They are too lengthy to
read but they will be printed with my
speech and will form an addenda
thereto.

I should like, however, to draw
Honourable members’ attention to the
increase in Savings - Deposits which
cccurred during 1923.

At the close of 1922 there was on

{

| That. !Iesvun‘has noed of those who

for the disastrous effects of the policy |-

adopted by the late Government, and
cur only desire is to remedy the dis-
ease which for some years has at-
tacked our Island Home.

I beg leave to propose the follow-

! ing resolutions:— |
(a) The reduction of present duty | ord
{cn spirits in transit. :
(b) Repealing duty on Flour and | be

Gasolene.

(¢) Giving power to Governor-in-
Council to reduce or abrogate duty on
Molasses, Kerosene . Oil, Beef and
Pork when financial conditions in
sheir opiciom warrant same.
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Just Folks.

By EPGAR A GUEST

AT FORTY-THREE.

At forty-three, life seems to me

A blend of truth and mystery:

I've trudged the years of smiles and
tears,

Loved, laughed and felt the chill of
fears,

Seen hove go down and fortune frown

And learned how trivial is renown:

And what I've kept I'd fling away

For love that came but couldn’t stay.

Time was that I with eager eye

Went pleasure seeking far or nigh:.

The thing called mirth bestrewed the
earth

And only daring deeds had worth:

Then, right ‘or wrong, I must be
strong

With fame to beckon me along;

But now I know this isn’t so,

In gentler ways the soul must grow.

Som; things are creap which we can
eep .

But life shall ask us all to weep;
The tears shn!l fall and one and all |
Shall sign for smiles beyond recall,

{ And at the grave with courage brave

Shall give to God what they would

save '
‘still belleve. Althouh they

.grieve,

‘ luve. P

78,190.00 {
439,652.26 |
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A breakfast to
warm the cockles of
" a hungry man’s heart.

Ivs marvelous how nourishing it
s, and it doesn’t tax digestion.

Oven-fresh always

the army. But neither the militia
nor the army chief’s want this ar-

Miliﬁa Postponed rangement,
I
, sy 21— Forteomme | 100 Much Wife,”

in the status of Italy’s mumai A Umque Feature

ot change that body’s party
T, nor does the Fascisti Gov-l

WANDA HAWLEY IN A CLEVER

ROLE.

t see any need to hurry the '
modifications it means to make.
'swearing in of the militia, or- Here's the story of a
, wouldn’t go to the country—and sc
her husband had to.

fixed for this week, wm not
until the militia is “recon-
9y
A faked telegram, a hurried
parture, and the fond husband found
himself free for three blissful days

fed" possibly not until October. |
the talks between Premxer
‘from entangling apron strings.
®X-|  But a summer squall which over-

ini and army chiefs about de-
the milita’s fusion with the
army, the army men
4ttl;)e t:;?ug;c,:at:i;hg? :))fl;ilzer: turned h's fishing boat dashed him
BOw swear allegiance, because upon an island where a female Rcb-
k of them never had a royal mi\oan;l:::re \Srqa‘:']elnc(,:lunp:tdﬁmg R
P but were appointed by pared with the domestic storm that
"arose when wife found it out.
Do you remember Wanda Hawlev in
“The House that Jazz bui®?
Well, here is another fun-packed

comedy about a pair of newly-weds.
It's a sure cure for blues or hrain-

wife wl

de-

ding to the Italian laws on&y
getting commissions from the '
B could serve ag such. This |

marchial European Govern-l

So it is impossible for the | i . .
Ji take the oath unitil the of-. fa8: ths jolly comedy of the w:fe who
insisted upon being too indulgent with

~are regularized.
"her husband. Can you magine that,

now clear that the official idea

rri 2
milita’s transformation differs you'matned .
8 oppositions’ idea. Soon the! Miss Hawley is quite charming as

functiong will be modfied b}" Myra, the bride who determines to let
" council decree , not by the her husband do exactly what he choos-
T The decree will declare ¢5—2Bd to do it with him! The way
tia is an armed body of state the conscientious little wife spoils her
with special jobs as home and Rusband’s fun by her too constant
relations render its action Presence provides a world of fun and
 results in the husband’s adoptinz a
technical Subterfuge which nearly ends disas-
trously.

11 be

ment of the Ministry of War,

movements will be subject tol If you do not take life too seriously

rom the Ministry of the In- and want to see a fine holiday bl

The militia’s chief task must See this unique feature and a first

gep up the country’s military class comedy at the Majestic Theatrs,
| to-day.

under the

other hand, the viewpoint:
pposition, including the bulk | Purity, mildness and gentleness are
iberals, is that the militia three of the pleasing features about

closely incorporated in Ivory Soap.—advt.tf

Dovo7bpiny and
Printing Serviee

G ves you finished prints from your roll films in
4 hours, mthout fail.

en you're oﬂ’ for a picnic, or-on your holidays,

e your camera with you to “snap” the good
es you have, the lovely bits of country you
; and send your ﬁlms to us for development.

speexal apparatus ensures you the best
e results‘from your ﬂlms . Our reputation
! you the prompt service of which we
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