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-ied me that you would not give way to

. that you must see him
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The Countess
of Landon.

CHAPTER XII

He was in the middle of a long ac-
count of his “work” in London, WheuE
Irene saw the French windows of a!
small room which the countess called
her own -thrust Blowly open, and her
ladyship step out on to the terrace.

“The moon has beguiled even mad-
ame,” said Seymour, lightly.
Irene went up to her, and was sur-
to see that she wore a fur
a hood, which she had

prised
cloak with
drawn over her head.

“Do you feel cold, dear?” she said.
It was only now and again that _she»
exchanged the “madame”-for the more,
jovable term, y i

The countess looked at her with her
usual impassive calm.

“I am going for a stroll in the gard-
ens,” she said, “It is getting late;
you ought to be in bed, Irene.”

“Must I? Well, good-night,” she
said, dutifully; and kissing her, went
into the house.

The ¢ountess stood leaning against
the stone balcony for a few minutes
watching Seymour; then, when he
had entpred the house, she went down
the steps and walked rapidly along the
path to the lodge.

Like a good housewife, she had a
key to every room in thé house and
gates of the grounds, and she unlocked
the lodge gates without disturbing the
}ndgo-keebe'r, and -leaving the avenue
on the left, made straight for Gorse
Common.

No one seeing her as she walked

swiftly over the short sward would

judged her ladyship to be more
than middle aged, so firm and rapid |
was her step; and in a quartét of an
hour she had reached the cottage.

Martha Hooper came to the door in
answer to her knock, and at sight of
the countess turned pale and pressed
her hand to her heart.

“You, my lady!” she faltered.

The countess passed her and enter-
ed the meat little parlor, and stood
with her hand resting on the small

have

i
i

round table,

Martha Hooper followed her, tremb-
ling visibly.

“Ig—is anything the matter, my
lady?” she asked.

The countess pointed to a chair.

“Sit down,” she said; and Martha
Hooper sunk into the chair with in-
stant obedience,

“Nothing. is the matter, but I have}
heard of my son, the earl’s visit, and
your illmess.”

“Oh, my lady!” faltered Martha
Hooper, humbly and = penitently, *“I
couldn’t help it! He came so sudden-
1y, without a word of warning, and—"

“You allowed your feelings to get
the better of you,” said the countess,

sternly. “You were very foolish, and

your folly might have caused me ser- |

jous embarrassment; snd you promis-

ipuch weakness.”

“yes, yes, my lady; I did promise,”
faltered the woman. “But it came 80
gudden-like, and I’'m—I'm not strong.”

“You must be weak indeed if the
anere sight of him so unnerved you,”
gaid the countess, coldly. “You knew
some day,

gooner or later.”

assente‘d Martha

my lady,”
Hooper, humbly, »

“Yes,

“Well, then! Why can not you he
like me—strong and ready for any-
thing that my happen?’ said the
‘cofintess,

“Like you!”
fong sigh.
like you! I'm weak and shaken, I'll
own; but it sha’n§oceur again., It was
the sight of him, riding up quite sud-
den that overcame me, It shall not

The woman drew a

occur again.”

“No, it must not. The earl”—she
laid 'a significant stress upon the
title—“will be down here for some
time, and you may meet him often. He
is a fool”—no pen can describe the
contempt with which the wuttered the
word—"“but he notietd your emotion
at séeing him this morning. -You will
be careful for the future?”

“Yes, indeed—indeed, I -will,- -my
lady,” respondeﬁ Martha Hooper. *“I
will never give way again! And your
ladyship has comhe all this way at night
and alone!”

“It was netessary to warn-you,” said
the count-ess. “My secret——our secret
—hangs by a thread; a word, a look
of yours or mine, may cut it and bring
down ruin. You understand that?”

“I quite understand, my lady,” mur-
mured Mrs, Hooper; *and I will be:
careful—indeed, I will!”

There was silence for ' a 'moment,
then she crept nearer to the tall, stat«
uesque figure, a
“¥PForgive me, my la&y, bnt—-—but———
“Well?”
looking coldly down at her;

Martha Hooper seemed towed by the
¢old, protd eyes, but struggled on.
“Miss Iréne, that-came with him to-
day—"

“What of her?”

Mrs. Hooper put her trembling hands

up to_ her tremulous lips.

“She’s: such’ .a - beautiful, sweet

young tling, nfy lady!” she faltered.

“Well?”’ : ¢ .

“No ‘one-could see without loving
her and wishing her well. My laidyy
you won'f—you won’t—"

She stopped, a8 if tob frightened by
the sound of her own voice to go on.

“I will not what?” asked the count-
ess, looking straight before her.

“Forgive me, my lady; but I watch-
ed them while they were here and as
they rode away, and I saw him look
at her—I saw him look at her! Oh,
my lady, you wouldn’t let that happen!
Such a sweet, innocent girl as she is!™
and, as if carried away by her emo-
tion, she fell on her knees and timor-
ously clutched at the skirt of the
countess’s gray satin dress.

Her laydship’s proud face flushed
for a moment, then it resumed its

' usual pallor, and her lips grew close

and hard, as, still looking before her,
and in utter disregard of the kneeling
‘woman, she said in cold and measured
accents:

“What has that to do with you?
Things must take their course. I am
helpless—helpless? I know what you
mean, but”—she caught her breath—
“but I can not prevemt it. I am
bound hand and. toot."

_“But, my lady, she 1is so beautifal,’

80 innocent, so good!”™

The countess’s lips 4twitched, and
she. calmly mlnsed "her . gown from
the woman’s m

-*1 can not help it. "The thing has
gone too far mow; it must take its

| allied to courage, and men respect it.

“Ah, my lady, there’'s few |

- .
no ‘desire for the position, and only | ;. . - 1nt the lar

‘and, unlike most advice, was always | When removed from it.

| him, and he did it to the general gat- |

demanded the countess,

 thing, and the ute in tha Jopen air for |
| another.

m anmﬂmm; nen 1t f8

From the hour Royce had forced the
knife from Steve, the gypsy looked up
to him, not only as their superior in 5

food 1s such as  previously
entirely foreign to . ths oil,

1 sotial rank, but a‘s their supeérior in Milwaokee, Wiscongin, — * I feel
: 3 / l 't to let onknew t my case. ]’ :
plugk; for though there were  not y llyd “The pet o olem lltV,l Srestits by

many cowards- dn the camp, few would
have cared to tackle the young gypsy, | {iil
espetially whsn he was in one of his | H
a,vage moods.’
‘Thef leatned, too, that their néw | i
comrade could not only fight . but
work. As he regained his old strength |
he showed that in the matter of 1ift-
ing heavy weights and enduring fati-
gue he could beat most of them; and

protected -gpiracles elevated  above
ing L1 the oil, and the adult—that s, the
| fly—is easily killed . hb' petroleumn,
according - to D, 3 Crawford, of
 Stanford Univ,ersity. From a paper
| prepared by him, appearing in The

the Iollowinz excerpts are

ology,
made_

“The: siaming (of the larvae), if
it /may be ealled such, is very slow

and resembles closely the movements

thing that comes along, and we all talce
ur medlcme &8 a tonic when we don’t
ust 50, \ am thankful for whnt

presently, whenever there was a par- el table Compound has done for of ‘any maggots in liquefled carrion
ticularly tough plece bf work on hand, !ny he th and for my famﬂy »_Mrs; | or decaying fruit. The larva usually
the men came to him, quite &8s a matter m:g s“‘gcm 944 28th Stree! m‘ remains-and moves about near er on

waukee, Wisconsin. the surfaee of the oil, altho frequent-

of course, to ask his advice and as-
sistance.

Letters like these testify to the valne

: of the Vegetable Compound.
women k from the fullnenuf then-
In the matter of horses, too, Royce | hoarts. hey deseribe as correcﬂyss
was particularly useful. He had a| they can their conditions: First, fhose
symptoms that affected them most con-
natural eye for the good points, and a gwuously, and later the disappearancs

teained A i tréating ‘ths English- those symptoms. They are sincere ex-
R M YR i e pressions of g-ratitude For nearly fifty

man’s favorite animal, If a colt prov- %0 rs Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable -
ed unusually stubbora it was at once, mpoundha%beensopramedbywomen.

and as a matter of course, turned over, P

to “Mr.” Jack, for most of“the men l 9 &
and all the Women ingisted upon giv- rve Tha lee
* in Petroleum.

ing him a handle to his name,
If Royce had cared to do so, he - e iarvae it was noted that when one, in
could easily have beeome the ch:efﬂ rneral ofl is qq”faw'l lt‘: mlost in- | swimming about in the digh, came to
sects as it is to the political pros-|ihe edge of the oil it immediatel
8nd lehder of the tride; bathe had] { pects of the av erage American states-l e
1 ol the Balifornia
in it and dies
The aduilt

followed. The men not only respect- fly, however, rese mbles other insects o : .
| and is poisoned by the very element ese soon became clean, with-

ed, but—excepting Steve—liked him; |, .. 49 nas paseed  its earlier [ Out oil clinging to them, and a little
and the women—well, they watched Jife Says a writer in the Standara |la3ter seémed to be drying up. A few
him from under their long lashes with | Uit Sulietin (San Francisco): hours after their emergence from the
a secret admiration which Royce, who | “Crude pétroleum, which general- |°i! they became almost motionless, ap
was really a modest young man, never e e te iasect WG SaNNE tn parfzntly ok we;}k, i i S oo
contact with it, i8 thHe habitat of the Shriveled and dried. Death followed

even suspected, petroleun 'fly-duréng s darval stage ~ 10 twelve to eighteen hours. The
He ought to have been unhappy*—‘ —as a maggot it ‘swims about ‘in ‘the cause of death i8 probably twofold,
he, a gentléman, an outcast from hlS‘ petroleum ‘pools of California sedking | n6 ‘opportunity of getting food when
| whatever it may devout: and nab,u-e | femoved from the oil, and the drying

{ has provided that it ‘may. devoutdndsd { of the body tissue wHen not protect-
organic tatter found therein. b at | ed by the petroleum.

“I do not know how many days or

ly it ‘goes entirely under the surface
for a considerable length of time.

“In fact, the specimens which were
sent to me by Professor Esterly came
in a small bottle half-full of petrol-
eum &nd Wers moré than twenty-four

tle and still alive 'and active when
transferred to a shallow dish of
petroleum. ¢

“In watching the habtts of the

dish. Some were found,’ however, to
leave the oil and crawl off acress the
table, .

gaVe his advide when it was asked, | petroleum-fiy lnes

{

home and People, consorting with a
band of wandering gypsies—but he!
was not As he had said to Madge

congenial, for one thing By mutual ; tains. the ‘length of seéYen ‘to ten mil-

consent the horse-dealing was left : tos :

istaction.  ‘His Way quite at varianee;
with ' the usugl ‘ system, seemed to|
work. When he went to buy a horse |
of a farmer, he-looked at it, tried it,

thought & moment, and said: “I will |
give you so anuch.” The farmer; of

course, always. wanted more; but N a few days’ you know,
Royce would smile and shake his head. throat’ ’

“That’s all I ghall give,” he would say;
“take five minutes to think it over.”

Then he would smoke his pxpe and
look a,t the ‘horse thoughtfully, and if
the Tarnier said “No,” would wish him
gbdod-bye and ride off.

As 'a rule he.got the horse. He
adopted the same plan in selling. “My
price is so and 80,” he would say. “It’s
worth it, and I don't mean taking a

“Just a Sore Throat”

‘just ‘a sore
may be something much more
serious. For science has proved that the
throat is not only the first spot reacned by
infectious germs, but also’ forms the ideal
soil for them to multiply on.

Throat protection, therefore, means germ
destruction and is a duty that you owe
your health. It is easily achieved by the
penny less.- T'll give you five minntes regular use of Formamint—the germ-killing

to think it over.” throat 'tablet
And as a rule he sold the horse. It . *

was a novelty in horse-dealing, but he .Formamint (which is endorsed by over 5,000
mad® a kind of reputation by it; and American physicians) is the scientific way of disin-
SV oo THED LI0OR ROINE W fecting the mouth and the throat. Handy to have with
ness with him. . . . . .
- e g you—opleasing in taste—it frees an efficient germi-
‘There’s one thing about that youn . s . .
. e cide that mixes with the saliva and so raches where

Gypsy Jack,” they said. “You won't . l ¢
waste your time with him, and that’s garg €s canno go.

4omething.”
0Old Davy watched Royce’s progress
with unconcealed satisfaction.

And a tablet taken
occasionally during the
day not only brings
grateful and immediate
relieffrom “‘sore throat’”
—but affords protection
against even more dis- /i
tressing ailments that &
so often follow infection
of .the throat linings: -
At all druggists--—"

“It was a lucky day for us when Mr,
Jack joined us,” he sdid to Uncle
Jake one evening when Ro&ce rode
into camp with half a dozen horses he
had bought well, and a canvas bdg‘o!
money for horses he had sold equally
well, “There ain’t one of us as good
at the game as him. He makes more
money in a week than I could make in |
a month—and such & youngster at it,
tool!”

: Uncle Jake looked at Royce over his
glass of whiskey, and puffed at: his
pipe with a curious smile in his sleepy
gyes. ' b e ALy
“Oh, he’ll do,” he said. B

“But he ex: | !
pressed no approbation of Royce, and :
always hinted that he might have done
better. : 5 >

The work suited Royce for ome|

The summer was gﬂding la~
to«aubumn, but the weather was still

| Pomona. College Journal of Eatom- |

hours in transit before they were op- |
ened in the laboratory here. Many of |
them were at the bottom of the bot- |

turned back toward the center of the |

@ { weeks the larva lives, but when it at-|

‘| door, and all his jubilance was gone,
.fand he was sick and sore. His head
{ was aching to and fro, his breath was |
{ striped with pink; he

[ drink. 1 said to him, :
| spring, to drink a sparkling horn;
{oh, come with me and dance and |
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limeters it crawls out of the oil to
pupate.

“Probably pupation takes place in
the oily soil surrounding the .pool.

tween pupation and the emergence of
the adult. '

“The adult fly is smail. and black
and conspicuous. It always remains.
near the petroleum posls, fiying about
and over them when disturbed, and
soon alighting again on the margin
or on some projecting stene or stick
within the pool. In this respeect it is
not at all different from the other
flles of this family, which seem -to
frequent the larval habitat closely.”

THE MORNING AFTER.

I met a scoff-
law yesternight,
hard by the
county jail; he
like an inn was
all alight, e
h a d consumed
much ale. “I am
the well known
_Sunay Jim,” he
¢ r ied, hiccups
between; he
bade me dance
and * sing with
him, and gambol on the green. But I~
was loaded to the guards with
water, cool and - clear; like many

k| highly moral bards I balk at bootleg

beer, When full of water omne’s not
prone to whoop around and sing; the

$ | scoflaw had -to yip alone, and dance
S | the Highland Fiing. The scofflaw
=4 | voiced his discontent;

: “By James,”
he said to me, “I have no use for any '

@ | gent who will not dance with me, |
{ Our lives are brief and haste away,

our days are quickly sped, 80 let’s be
happy while we may, and paint the

¢ | village red.” I met the scofflaw in

the dawn, hard by the hoosegow

suffered  all
the grief mien know who hit Hlicit
“I seek the

.8ing, upon this gaudy morn.” “Now

m and the leaves; though they
were plmnginz color gradually, clung |

‘get you gome,” the scofflaw ecried,
‘don’t stay to rub it in, nor taunt a
man .whose works are dyed with bit-
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