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thanksgiving Day in
United States,

To-day (Thursday), the last i of 
November, is set apart by proclama
tion in the United States of America 
as a general day of Thanksgiving. 
In referring to the features of this
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In referring to the 
particular occasion, the World Alma
nac publishes the following article 
from an early edition of the London 
Times, which will be read with 
great interest, coming from such an 
authoritative source.

“The first Thanksgiving Day in 
America was celebrated by the little 
band of Plymouth Colonists in 1821, 
though they had little' to be thankful 
for except that they were alive. One 
of the reasons why they were alive 
was that among the food resources 
of the new land, ‘besides water fowl^ 
there was a great store of wild 
Turkies’ ; and it shows how well 
known the bird must already . ,bave 
been in Europe that Bradford should 
thus have identified it off-hand and 
assumed that the name nêeded no ex
planation. And we know that the 
festivities of the very earliest 
Thanksgivings centred largely in the 
consumption of ‘fowles’ :—

‘Our harvest being gotten in, our 
Governor sent four men on fowling, 
that we might after a more special 
manner rejoice together, after we 
had gathered the fruits of our labours. 
They foure in one day killed as much 
fowle, as, with a little help beside, 
served the company almost a week.’

This earliest festival of the Colo
nists was a mere holiday after the 
toll of the harvest, a ‘frolic’ such as 
may still be seen in many parts of 
England, with little or no religions 
associations or observances. It was 
a time of dancing or feasting, sports 
and trials of strength or skill, of 
rest and relaxation after the labours 
of the year. Merry-makings at har
vest-home were prevalent in England, 
we know, in, at least, the 16th cen
tury: and the Pilgrims did but re
produce. in this as in most other 
things, the institutions with which 
they had been familiar at home. As 
the plantations in North America 
prospered, the custom persisted' and 
spread and, under Puritan influence, 
it came to assume throughout New 
England a more religious character. 
Still a season of- rejoicing, it had for 
its central episode the gathering at 
the place of worship to listen to the 
Thanksgiving Sermon, more secular 
than other sermons of the year, in 
which the politics and material topics 
of the day could be discussed from 
the pulpit more freely than on ordi
nary Sundays. In this fothn it spread 
from New England over the country, 
first through the Middle States, and 
so to the further West, finally and 
more slowly through the South, until 
Thanksgiving came to be the most 
nopular and universally observed of 
all the national holidays hardly ex
cepting the more ebullient and de
monstrative Fourth of July. Its as
sociations with the carrying of the 
harvest came, with the growth of in
dustrial prosperity and the emer
gence of large cities, to be partially 
obscured. Above all. ft grew to be 
recognized as a family festival, a day 
of reunions in the old homestead and 
for the renewing of old affections, a 
season of charity and mutual help
fulness.

First Thanksgiving Proclamation.
In 1789, in response to requests 

from both Houses of Congress, Georg'S”' 
Washington issued the first Thanks
giving Proclamation, appointing 
Thursday. November 26, as a day to 
he set aside for ‘acknowledging with 
grateful hearts the many and signal 
favours of Almighty God, especially 
by affording them (the people) an op
portunity peaceably to establish a 
form of government for their safety 
and happiness,’ and, in particular, for 
‘the favourable interpositions of His 
providence in the course and conclus
ion of the late war.’ Six years later, 
February 19, 1796, was similarly ap
pointed a day of Thanksgiving for the 
‘divine beneficence’ as shown especi
ally in the suppression of the recent 
Insurrerction (the Whisky Rebellion) 
and for the continued stability of 
those ‘constitutions of government 
which unite and by their union es
tablish liberty and order.’

In 1798 the relations of the new Re
public with Great Britain were again 
strained almost to the breaking point, 
and President Adams proclaimed 
Wednesday, May 9, as a day of hu
miliation and fasting inasmuch as the 
United States was placed ‘in a haz
ardous and afflictive situation by the 
unfriendly disposition, conduct, and 
demands of a foreign Power,’ but 
with the prayers and supplications 
were to be mingled thanks for many 
blessings, including ‘a wonderful in
crease in population.’ In tie follow
ing year, the situation being still 
acute, Thursday, April 25, was sim
ilarly dedicated to ‘humiliation, fast
ing, and prayer,’ in that ‘the most 
precious interests of the people of the 
United States are still held in Jeo
pardy by the -hostile designs and in
sidious acts of a foreign natjoq,’ Qpce 
more thanks were also to be rendered 
for many blessings, especial reference 
being made ter*®» labor of the hus
bandmen 'so that there may be food in 
abundance for man and beast.’”
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Begins next Tuesday, Ded. 5, at 10 a. m.
TO CELEBRATE OUR BRAND OPENING OF OUR DOORS TO 1HE PUBUG.

Nothing so Vast Has Ever Been Attempted Here Before!!

MORE THAN A SALE-- 
A CELEBRATION !

We believe—with many years of selling and merch
andising experience—that the right and fitting way for 

us to celebrate our opening is to offer you, our future 
customers, seasonable, nigfçfianâise at prices far below 

the ordinary. On this belief is built our GRAND OPEN 
ING SALE in which you are to share. I

WATCH SATURDAY S PAPERS FOR RETAILS !
A SUPER EVENT!
All the MERCHANDISE 
offered Is SUPREME 

and unequalled in 
VALUE and PRICE

WE PLEDGE 
ALL OUR 

ADVERTISING
to be truthful, and supporting 
the sane principles of doing 
business. Comparative prices, 
when used, are bona fide, and 
represent previous prices- for 
articles of the same quality.

THE WHOLE 
FAMILY'S 

Winter Heeds In 
WEARING APPAREL 

and substantial FOOT
WEAR here at HUGE 

SAVIHGS

This great selling event is only made possible because our buyer 
in New York with ready cash in bis hand was able to buy goods 
NOW when the market throughout the STATES is at a low level 
on account of exceptional warm weather experienced there 
and the general conditions they are passing through in that 
country at the present time. ^

This Great Sale will establish new low price levels in NEW want
ed merchandise beyond the dreams of the buying public, and such 
as they cannot hope to see duplicated for some time. We have 
been preparing for quite a while for this SALE and we are sure 
you will be surprised.

H. B. THOMSON
Opt D. C. D. | 

Optometrist and Optidu, 
St John’s, 

is at present visiting towsi J 
the North Coast. Address: M« 
Bay.
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STATUTORY NOT
In, the Estate of Wiliam T. Hem| 

of St John’s, Grocer, ileceas
Notice is hereby given that all! 

sons having claims against the J 
pf William T. Hearn, late of SuJ 
Grocer, deceased, are desired t 
particulars of their claims diitl 
tested to William R. Neal of St ii| 
Administrator of said estate, ore 
Onderbigned Solicitors, on or i 
the 31st day of December neit | 

Dated at St, John’s, this 30th à 
November, 1922.

HIGGflN'S, HUNT & EMERSeJ 
Solicitors for Administf 

ADRESS: — Co.lumbns Haiti 
John’s, NjU, ;. -ttoV3O,4i,30, dec!
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HEINZ PICKLES
at very reasonable prie».

PEANUT BUTTERl
TOMATO CHUTNEïj

KETCHUP.
PREPARED MUSTAEl

PURE OLIVE OIL |

QUEEN and STUFFS 
OLIVES.

SOUR ONIONS.
MUSTARD PICKLE

INDIA RELISH.
WHITE and DARK | 

VINEGAR.
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