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Tangle.
CHAPTER XVI.

David’s straggle With Conscience.

“If I can—what is your question?"
“Will you answer me one thing, 

Ottershaw?" he asked, in a low voice.
The latter looked at him keenly.
“Are you really a friend of David 

Barostan's"
For an instant Ottershaw looked as 

if he could have struck Malcolm, then 
he laughed.

“Indeed I am." he answered: “why 
do you doubt this? Believe me, my 
dear Jim. the task gou are about to 
undertake for me is based on the 
purest sentiment of friendship. I 
cannot tell you all—that is Barostan's 
own secret—but 1 will tell you this 
much, he has been the victim of a 
terrible mistake, and it. is altogether 
for his good that he should not be 
permitted to come back here—at all 
events, just yet. Will that satisfy 
you?"

“Yes," said Malcolm, and he turned 
away, leaving Lord Ottershaw to look 
after him with a deep frown on his 
face, which vanished, however, as he 
gave a laugh of triumph and realized 
that the game was altogether in his 
hands now.

Life went slowly, almost drearily, 
with David Barostan, despite the fact 
that he now possessed the means to 
waft himself where he wished, or 
satisfy any of those old ambitions 
which had filled his mind so actively 
in the past.

His wealth gave him ht once a.posi- 
tion. and he was run after, flattered 
and envied just as much in this faroff 
city as he would have been in the 
heart of fashionable London.

But the knowledge that he was new 
so important made very little differ
ence to him. Indeed, it appealed to 
the man at times in a humorous light 
Few of the women who admired him 
so freely, and found him so distin 
guished and handsome in appearance 
would have recognized him if he had 
transformed himself to his old like
ness, and shown himself as he had 
been, shabby and uncouth, with 
slouching gait, and a look of bitterest 
enmity toward all the world.

Yes, it brought a smile to the man’s 
lips to realize that he was now some
thing a little less than a king, and 
that the world was open to him to 
find its best, if he chose to look for 
it.

But Senor Barostan proved most
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disappointing. In vain the loveliest 
eyes looked into his; in vain the most 
costly Parisian garments were donned 
in his honor; in vain were parties ar
ranged. or social gatherings got to
gether. He would have none of these 
things. He contented himself with 
living in the somewhat modest house 
in the heart of the city, where his 
granduncle had lived; and while the 
rich and fashionable betook them
selves to their various quintas or 
country houses, he remained faith
ful to the city.

His one delight was the arrival of 
the English mail, with its letter from 
Richard Gooch. His only happiness 
was to sit down and dream over the 
girl-woman—for to him Elizabeth ap
pealed in both these ways—who bore 
his name, and was, according to the 
lawyer, seemingly so anxious and glad 
to do anything that would be pleasant 
to him.

Richard Gooch was unsparing in 
the expression of his admiration for 
Elizabeth; It was evident she had gone 
very directly to his heart.

He gave Barostan each time a brief 
report of all that Elizabeth was do 
ing, and the man's imagination readily 
filled in the picture.

From newspapers sent by the law
yer, Barostan learned that his wife 
was destined to be a social success, 
ind possibly a social power. It stirr- 
d his heart when he read her name 

and found her described as “beautiful 
or “lovely."

Who could know her loveliness bet
ter than he?

Sometimes when he slept he would 
lream of that one night when they 
had been so near to one another at 
Mavra Castle; he would see that little 
rustic bridge crossing the rushing 
mountain stream, and he would look 
at that vision of Elizabeth standing 
in the moonlight, wraithlike in her 
clinging draperies, with her small, 
white, tender feet like snowflakes rest- 
ng on the grass, and her eyes appeal
ing to his for pity.

'It was when he remembered for 
whom she had sought that pity that 
Barostan's old self leaped into life 
again.

He dared not let himself dwell too 
much on the remembrance of his 
rival; if he did he had an insensate 
rush of anger against him, and a terri
ble feeling of fear for the future.

At such moments he recalled his 
parting with Elizabeth with a pang, 
and almost cursed himself because he 
had steeled himself against her en
treaty to remain.

Yet he was just to himself also. 
“She did not know what she asked," 

he would say to himself sometimes. 
"How I remained, It would have meant 
misery to us both—for I am not made 
of the stuff to suffer patiently, and 
the knowledge that she wanted me, 
simply because duty, and perhaps 
fear, told her she ought to ask this, 
would have maddened me. It Is bad 
enough here, with a very world be
tween us, but how should I have en
dured this kind of sufferance? How 
have fought against the desire to 
master her—to claim her love? No— 
I did well! A thousand times rather 
life as it Is, all empty and meaningless 
than such a mockery as that life to
gether that she pleaded for would 
have signified.

Nevertheless, the longing to see 
her at times was almost too great, 
especially when Mr. Gooch wrote 
that it seemed to him as if Elizabeth 
was anything but strong. Barostan 
winced at the mere suggestion that 
she should be ill—how clear his mem
ory was of her! How marvelously, 
how beautifully strong Beth had 
seemed in the past—but he felt that 
he had the solution to this problem, 

“she Is fighting a hard battle," ho

said to himself, “and, who knows? 
perhaps Ottershaw Is making the 
struggle worse. He will not. relin
quish her without a mighty effort. If 1 
could feel that I righted the wrong I 
have done—it would be easy for me 
to wipe myself out altogether. The 
world Is very large—a man can die 
and yet live if he chooses to set about 
and find out the way. But Imust be 
satisfied about him—I must be forced 
to realize his real merit before I will 
go under. She belongs to me so far, 
and I will not forego that claim un
less 1 know that a union with Otter
shaw will mean happiness to her in 
the fullest sense of the word."

Richard Gooch wrote very often. 
Once he sent a flat and square pack

age, which, when ouened, revealed a 
photograph of Beth.

“I have stolen this from my wife's 
table," wrote the lawyer.

David Barostan sat and held the 
portrait in hands that trembled.

How lovely she was! How sweet! 
A thousand times lovelier and sweeter 
even than that vision enshrined in his 
heart.

He had never seen her dressed es 
she was in this latest portrait. She 
wore a black evening gown, and the 
soft lace was drawn flehu-like across 
her graceful bust. Her neck and 
throat were undecorated, her hair 
waved in its natural fashion away 
'rom her brows, and was massed 
abundantly in one great coil near the 
nape of her neck.

He remembered when he had sat 
gazing at her sleeping in the Inner 
room that bygone morning at Mavro 
Castle. Miserable and preplexed as 
his heart had been, he had been utt- 
ible to resist a sensation of amaze- 
nent at sight of those masses of 
bright brown hair tossed on the pil- 
ow.

It was good of Richard Gooch to 
iave sent him this potrait.

It made his life less lonely in one 
espect, though, on the other hand, It 

iwa.kened longings and desires that 
le was doing his best to crush, if not 
lubdue altogether.

It became evident to Barostan that 
da lawyer was working not unskili- 
fully to bring Elizabeth and himself 
together. Mr. Gooch lost no oppor
tunity of repeating to his client, in 
;ach leter he wrote, some fresh trait 
llustrating Elizabeth's sympathy and 
womanly nature, thereby provoking 
3arcstan to smile faintly. For he 
îeeded no man to tell him that Beth 

" vas rarely womanly, and possessed 
he noble gift of sympathy to its full 
-xtent.

In a letter that came when the pro- 
rait arrived, Mr. Gooch wrote of the 
legotiations for the purchase of the 
Ben Farm, making Barostan’s heart 
brill as he read.

Elizabeth had only done what he had 
ntended to do himself, but that did not 
ake away from her action a sweet- 
îess of thought which disturbed the 
nan very deeply. And this was not 
ill that she was doing. One of the 
irst things she had done, when money 
had come to her, had been to ask 
Mr. Gooch to obtain for her, if pos
sible, all the manuscrips left behind 
by poor Basil Barostan. She judged, 
ind rightly, that such things would 
>e guarded by the lawyer among the 
Barostan papers. And such proved 
;o be the case.

Some of Basil's music had already 
been published, but the mass of his 
work had to be given to the world, 
and this Elizabeth had at Once deter
mined should be done; more than 
this, she was resolved that the music 
should be heard as well as printed.

'She has thrown herself into this 
heart and soul," wrote Richard Gooch. 
‘I have just been to see Mrs. Barostan, 
and she is full of excitement because 
she has practically settled for a per
formance of one of the most import
ant compositions in town this winter."

Drvid Barostan crumpled up this 
letter and read no further.

1 Mention of Basil's name still had 
power to bum, to torture, and at this 
moment it was the miserable circum
stances that hung about his brother’s 
memory that filled hi; mind, not the 
fragrance of the womanly tenderness, 
the delicate thought, that was evinced 
iln this work Elizabeth was doing.

His latest phase of feeling for her 
passed from him for a time, ahd he let 
the old sense of wrong, the resentful 
angêr, have sway with him once 
again.

He put aside that portrait with its 
tempting loveliness, and was guilty
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of a sneer at Richard Gooch's expense 
and at his own.

"We men are all alike!" he said, 
bitterly. ‘A soft voice, a pleading 
look, and that subtle charm which 
makes a woman at once so evil and so 
angelic, can work us away even from 
the strongest duty, the most just hate. 
And have I not just cause to hate 
Elizabeth—is she not that flaxen-hair
ed little devil's sister? Why do I let 
myself forget that? There are some 
things that should never be forgotten, 
and this is one . I must have been mad 
that summer night when I spoke to 
her,’’ he said to himself, on another 
occasion. "1 wish to God I had never 
gone near her."

The fact was that the man had too 
much time to himself. His days were 
spent in this kind of retrospection, 
it would have been far better for him 
had he been compelled to work very 
hard to put bread In his mouth; 
wealth and luxury had no charm for 
him. the glitter and glamour of gold 
no attraction.

Often he would stroll down to the 
lower quarters of the town, and watch 
the working population with some
thing like envy at his heart.

That strange idea of disappearing 
clung to him persistently.

(To be continued.)
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It requires 3% yards of 40 inch ma
te! t^l for a 10 year size.

A pattern of this illustration mailed 
to any address on receipt of 10c in 
silver or stamps.

PATTERN COUPON.
Please send the above-mentioned 

pattern aa per directions given below.

No.

Site.............................

Name.........................

Address In full: —

To bring out your good points and hide your defects 
:s always our aim. We spare neither trouble nor expense 
in giving you warranted materials and expert workman
ship. Made at “Maunder’s” is the sterling mark of tailor 
made clothes. A large and varied stock of New Suitings 
and Overcoatings just in. Samples and Self-Measuring 
Cards on application.

JOHN MAUNDER.
Tailor and Clothier, 281-2S3 Duckworth Street.

N.B.—Be sure to cut out tke Illus
tration and send with the coupon, 
carefully filled out The patters can
not reach you In leee than IB day» 
Price 10c. each. In cash, postal not g 
or stamps. Address: Telegrm* Fs$ 
tv™ Desert**»!.

Ml.NARD’S LINIMENT CURES DIPH- 
THEBIA.

An Intelligent person
may earn >100 monthly corresponding 
lor newspapers. No canvas::ing. Send 
ror particulars. Press Syndicat > F1711 
Lockport, N.Y. decl6.ll

OUR TWO FACTORIES
are working overtime supplying the demand for 

our popular branded Suits and Overcoats.

■'4 AX LITRE FORM.
AMERICUS.

l TRUEFIT.
THE MODE.
STILENFIT.
PROGRESS.

These brands represent our high-class make and 
style only. We make a large assortment of
prices in each. K

Wholesale only.
Ask your dealer for these brands and get the

best.

Newfoundland Clothing Co.'y, Lid,

ÜÜ
Intensified i|

Using ©r|

The exceller 
lamp are worth] 
ness men who c.| 
the least cost.

A good exarj 
may now be sec 
the Hon. Georj 
lamps have reel

We invite coi 
opportunity to 
phrey” Lamp, w 
on trial

ST. JOHN'S

Maratime Tf 
Coml

CUMULAT!
Dividends at 
annum are pi 
July and Octtf

This stock may 
Common Stock at pal 
holders of the Preifg 
of sharing in the ft] 
securing the Commpl 
at any time pay moi)

PRICE

F. B. M
Members Mil

A.
t ov28,tf

Teledram Ads

TheC
In each of the 

has earned a LAll 
fore in its history!

Favorable r. 
result of good ma|

C. A. C.


