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INADIAN GUARDS
SHOOT AMERICANG
AT FORT ERIE.OAT.

hey Were Shooting Ducks on
Canadian Waters and Refused
to Take Orders From the Patrol.
Soldiers Under Arrest.

Buffalo, N.Y.—One American was in-

.ntly killed and one eeriously
~ounded by Canadian troops patrol-
ling the Canadian bordgr at Fort Erie,
Ontario, oppoeite this ity on Monday.

The men were hunfing ducks out of
ceason in the Niagara river and in
(anadian ~watere. . Provincial Police
Officer Tba‘mns Delapey, of Fort Erie,
ordered the men to stop shooting.
They declined and Delaney called up
on a corporal and two privates of the
44th battalion of the Canadian militia
for assisiance.

The corporal ordered the men to
come ashore. Instead they beaded
their boat for the American shore and
were beating a hasty retreat when at
the order of Delaney the eoldiers fired
upon them. Walter Smith was ehot
through the head and killed and Chas.
Dorsch ‘was geriously woundeé in the
shoulder. Both reside in Buffalo.

Secretary of State Bryan was noti
fied of the ehooting by “Vice-Consul
J. B. Curtis, of Fort Erie.

‘Whether or not complications will
result is a debatable question,” said
Mr. Curtis. “The information avail-
able indicates that the men were
shooting ducks without a Canadian
licence afd were in Canadian waters
where they had no right to be under
the circumstances.” . :

One of the eurvivors who was
wounded, says that he and his
friends did not under: d the signals
whieh were being made by the soldiers
and therefore pulled for the American
éhore.  The €oldiérs have been placed
under arrest pending investigation.

NEW TELEPHONE SYSTEM
+ AT MEDICINE HAT

Medicine Hat, Alta.—Precisely at
midnight last night, the cutting over
of the old manual system of telephon-
ing in Medicine Hat to the new, latest
wrinkle automatic system, was accom-
plished, and today this city enjoys a
system second to none on the Ameri-
can continent, the new equipment be-
ing im full and complete operation.

For several months past the pro-
vincial government has had a force of
experts at work installing the new
system, which is stated to be the last
word in telephone construction, and
has entailed an expenditure of approxi-
mately $200,000, including a new build-
ing and equipment. The central of-
fice equipment is designed to care for
2,000 subscribers, while the outside
cable construction provides for a ca-
pacity of 3,000. In the new fire-proot
building itself twice as many subscrib-
ers can be looked after when the time
arrfves, at the minimum of expense.
More than eight miles of underground
duct were laid, while 21 miles of pole
lines were included in the overhead
construction. Besides this, 90 miles of
iron wire were-erected in the outlying
districts and 12 miles of copper wire
was used to take care of long distance
leads entering the city.- Altogether,
there was an aggregate of nearly 20,-
000 feet of copper wire used in re-
building the outside plant.

Inauguration of the new apparatus,
while it gives citizens a really modern
telephomic service, also lets out about
a score of girl operators required by
the discarded system, about a dozen
being still retained on the differemt
shiits for the extensive long distance
business transacted through the Medi-
cine Hat office. At the same time
the announcement is being made that
an increase of rentals, from twenty to
forty per cent., according to service
and equipment, goes into .effect on
January 1st.

“OLDIERS GET LEAVE .
AT NEW YEAR’S
The routine at the Victoria park
np on New Year’s day will be very
ich,the eame as ordinarily, although
:e goldlers who did not get away
to their homes at- Christmas will have
an opportunily. of doing so for three
days. A couple of hundred availed
themselves of the leave.

~BAR ALL FROM BELGIUM

Rotterdam, via London.—Commenc-
ing January 1, the German adminis-
tration in Belgium intends to close
the Belgian borders against all com-
ers. No more passports will be issued
or recognized, except the special mili-
tary pass.
'T'ne cause for this unusual precau-
tion is not known here, but it is be-
lieved to have been ordered to prevent
espionage.

THAT ARMORY

Now if the Dominion government
would show @& little energy and get that
armory built we would have a big
home guard here and a useful means

t;) keep a number of the unemployed
usy.

RECRUITS FOR
NEW BATTALION .
COMING IN FAST

Recruiting has started for the first
company of 200 men for 'the 50th Baf-
talion and the work of-enlisting is pro-
ceeding as rapidly as the strict ex:
amination of men will allow.

In all, 1,000 men.will be needed, but
orly one.csmpaay  will be lanen=onr
just mow, Colonel Mason desiring to
establish a nucleus- for non-commis-
sioned officers. A company consist-
ing of 227 members, including officers
and 200 men will be enroiied Wednes-
day.

The 50th battalion will be establish-
ed on the four company system. Each
company of 227 members will be under
the command of a major or captain,
with a ‘captain second in command. A
company will be divided into four
platoons with a -lieutedant in com-
mand of each.

Recruiting {or the other three com-
panies will be held at an early date.
After the New Year it is possible
that two squadrons of mounted infan-
try will be recruited here. If these
are established on a' peace footing
about 160 men will be needed, but if
on a war footing, about 340 men will
be required.

Col. Mason, officer commanding the
50th battalion, has recommended the
appointment of the following officers
provisionjally, with temporary rank:
Major J. L. R. Parry, of the 31st bat-
talion, C.O.E.F., second in command.
Quartermaster, Hon. Capt. D. B. Nlb
lock.

Medical officer (attached), Lieut. E.
R. Selby, M.D.

Machine gun oXicer, Lieut. L. O.
Webster.

Company commanders, Capt. L.
Johnstone, Capt. R. E. Eaton. Cant.
C. W. McKittrick, Capt. J. S. Wright,
Capt. C. W. Gaitskell, Lieuts. W. Jull,
J. F. Costigan, R. B. Barnes, D. C.
Robertson, G. F. Aylward, H. A. Whit-
taker, A. J. Toole, J.. F. Proctor, R. E.
Pryce Jones, L. G. Casewell, J. M.
Jephson, H.<Keegan, R. Farquharsou,
C. H. Sanderson and J. H. Quanberry.
The first 12 on this list are request-
ed to report Wednesday at the Horse
Show building, Victoria park, for in-
structioa.’ J
TOO MUCH CREDIT s
SAYS F. M, BLACK

F. M. Black delivered an execellent
address at the banquet of the Credit
Men’s assoviation held at the Paiilcer
hotel on Tuesday evening. Mr. Black
in the course of his remarks claimed
that the West was troubled with too
much credit and that people had come
'to regard it as a right inetead of a
privilege. W. G. Fowler presided at
the banquet, and about 350 guests
were present.

CITY OFFICIALS TAKE
OATHS OF OFFICE

The mayor and other new city of-
ficials were sworn into office at the
city council chamber oen Wednesday
a.termoon at 3 o'clock. Justices Sim-
mons and Walsh of this city adminis-
tered the oaths of office. Mayor M.
C. Costello was the first to take the
oath and he was followed by Commis-
sioner J. H. Ga and the different
aldermen.

CATTLE AND HOGS
WILL BE STRONGER
AFTER HOLIDAYS

There were not many cattle on the
market this week, s0 all classes were
cleaned up, and prices seemed a little
stronger. Good butcher steers sold at
$6.25, while the majority sold around
$5.75 to $6.00. Good cows and heifers
sold around $5.25. If looks as if good
beef will sell a little stronger after
the holidays. Stockers are im fairly
good demand, and all good bred stuff
is picked up quick while the inferior
stuff is hard to sell, Good sheep are
in good demand, but are coming in
slow. \

Steers, Choice butcher.

Common butcher

Feeders
Heifers, Choice heavy

Common

Stockers
Cows, Choice heavy ...

Common butcher

Stock

Thin canners .»v........c.c...
Calves, Heavy

Light
Springers, Choice

Common
Bulls
Oxen, Choice

6.00

6.50 to 7.00

65.00 to 80.00

50.00 to 60.00

3.00to 4.25

425t0 5.00
3.

Lambs
Sheep, Wethers ¢
Ewes 5.50
Although there was not much chang
in the hog prices they were much
sought for, and grading was not near
so hard.
Choice hogs off cars, $6.40. Fed and

Hogs may be sironger after holiday
sSeason.

FRENCH VESSEL WRECKED

The steamer Navarra laden with
feed and hay for France, which sailed
from St. John, N.B.,, on Wednesday,
struck on Holmes Island during the
night and is a total wreck.

CHANGE IN CABINET

It is reported that Hon. Louis Co-
derre, secretary of state in the Do-
minion <cabinet, will shortly be ap-

oM

Takes Over Commissioner Booth’s

Duties and-also Knocks $80,000
Off in One Department Alone.

Edmonton.—Mayor Henry and Com
missoner Harrison, now that M. S.
Booth, late commissioner of safety
and health, has left the city’s employ,
are going over the estimates for 1915
and using the pruning knife to the

was reduced $80,000 and other depart-
ments are curtailed to the minimum. *

cal officer of health, city selicitor .
fire, building inspector, city farm and
other departments have been subject-
ed to the strictest economy in current
expenditures and when the estimates
go before council there is likely to be
other cuts in the interests of the citi-
zens.

Every one of the departments dealt
with have less for current expendi-
tures for 1915 than they had .or 1914.
Although the economy practisea in the
central administration will not mean

yet Mayor Henry is being true to his
pre-election word and giving' the best
service for the least expenditure.
Mayor Henry is himself taking over
the duties of Mr. Booth, consequently
the police and fire departments will
come\nnder his personal supervision.

(Continued on Page Eight.)
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~would read like this:

best advantage. One department alone|

The streets and scavenging, medi-|

much of a reduction in the tax rate,|

3

. ' 'AT THE CITY
The standing committee of the city’
council will be, elected next week. |
The Standard’s selection of .chair-
men for the city hall committees

- Finance—Mayor Costello

Railways and New Industries—Al-
derman Crichton.

Reception—Alderman Frost.

Legislative—Alderman Manarey.

Assessments—Alderman Crandall.

Recreation and Playgrounds—Alder-
man Ruttle.

.D. B. NIBLOCK
Prominent Calgary business man, who has
belgn appointed to a commission in soth Bat-
talion.

in 1914.

Secretary-Treasurer Hopes to Save
$75,000 — Executive Have
Done Good Work During the

Year.

Secretary Jewett of thé school board
estimates that the expenditure for the
coming year will be $75,000 less than
According to Mr. Jewett,
$50,000 was spent for bungalow
schools.in 1914 out of the current rev-
enue as well as a deficit {rom the pre-
vious year of $33,000. The fixed
changes .and adminstration will re-
main about the same, and with the re-
newal of certain insurances ,which
come due next year and the cutting in
half of taxes as required by the de-
cision of the board not to tax the
land upon which school buildings ‘are
erected, the saving will be approxi-
mately $10,000 thus effecting a saving
to the taxpayer of three-fourths of a
mill.

The next meeting of the school trus-
tees will be held on Tuesday next in-
stead of Monday " as previous an-
nounced.

Superintendent Scott, Secretary
Jewett, together with Mr.. Kidner and
other members of the executive have
given good service during the year
just closed. They, like the city of.i-
cials, had their difficult 'problems to
handle and they faced them in a man-
ner which brings them credit.
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Ottawa. — The  go!

regarding the export of nickle:
- Various criticisms )
the press with

investigation by the government since:
the commencement of the war _and it
has been in Mseguent commuyffcation
with the British government to the
precautions which should be taken to
prevent export to Germany. The books
of the company in New York are in-
spected at short intervals by a thor-
oughly trained and experienced ac-
countant, who goes into all export$
most thoroughly and reports to the
Canadian government. In addition to
this, by an arrangement betweep the
company. and His Majesty’s govern-
ment, control is exercised in London
through the company’s British repre-
sentative.

The ‘company is.not-under Germard
control, but is controlled altogether
in the United States, where the vast
majority of its stock is held. There
may be a few German shareholders,
but the proportion is insignificant and
there is no German director. The steps
which have been taken by the govern-
ment of Canada have the entire ap-
proval and sanction of the British gov-
ernment, which expresses itself as en-
tirely satisfied with the precautions
that have been taken. It must be
borne in mind that nickel exported
from Canada to the United States is
used in a large number of industries
in that country, and prohibition of the
export, except for the most urgent
reasons would be undesirable as it
would produce great business disturb-
ance in a country whose sympathies
are very strongly with the cause of
the allies.

Moreover the government is inform-
ed that there is an output of nickel in
Norway controlled by German inter-
ests which could furnish a sufficient
supply for German requirements dur-
ing the present war.

i pML'CCOTY ~MEN 3

s “MEET NEXT WEEK
The indusgtrial commissioners ‘and

watered $6.15. ~t

pointed a judge.

post of lieutenant-governor of Al-

berta may cause a shake-up in the

Conservative  party, although

what the nature of this shake-up

will be, deponent sayeth not. It
is_presumed, however, that the claims of Dr.
Brett on the office have been weighed and
found wanting and that a more active politi-
cian will get the plum. It is necessary that
the lieutenant-governor have some private
means, so that he may uphold the dignity of
the office, and it is stated that the favorite
over Dr. Brett has this essential qualifica-
tion. The appointment is in the gift of the
federal government so-outside influences may
be exerted to land the job to the miost useful
applicant. The present incumbent, George
Héxley Vicars Bulyea, has had two terms as
lieutenant-governor and there is little fault to
be found with his behavior, outside the fact
that he has not been a very lavish entertainer,.

* * - . //
If Doctor Brett is passed up for the lieu-

tenant-governorship it is probable that he will
be given consolation of some kind for his dis-
appointment and as recognition of his services.

- fight for this office with Dr. Blow, who is keen
on getting into the upper house. If not the
senatorship, he may be given for nomination
for a federal riding. Competition will be sharp
for these-nominations but if the fiat goes forth,
Brett will get one and will make a brave scrap
for election for he is an old-timer, has a large
personal following and is very popular.

* * *

The recent municipal elections furnished
conclusive evidence, if such was needed, that
Calgary is a Conservative city. With one ex-
ception the Conservative slate was returned.
The Standard does not believe that it is wise
to run our municipal affairs on a purely politi-
cal basis but we are ready to admit, with al-
acrity and sincerity, that we have a good coun-
cil for 1915. There will be weak members out
of fifteen in the administration, but they will
not be instrumental in placing drags on the
wheels of Calgary’s progress.

- * *

Alderman Ike Ruttle has discovered that it
pays to glad-hand his constituents. “Last
year,” says Ike, “I did not bother seeing the
ratepayers and they come nearly beating me.
This year-I got around among them and they
put me at the head of the poll. Take it from
me, I am the hardest little election worker
you ever saw from this time on, if I have any
personal interests in the fight.” In other
words, Ald. Ruttle finds that it pays to adver-

tise. :
=l * * * -

A great deal of interest is being manifested
in the Conservative nominations in the Calgary
ridings. E. H. Crandell may run. If the bot-
tom falls out of the oil business it may not be
politic to nominate Mr. Crandell and if he is

.not named, Haro]ld Riley may get the honor,
“although the objéction will be raised in some

A senatorship is spoken of, but he will have to

- would give Alberta her natural resources and

. and the opposition cannot very well combat

‘pation of the Dominion in the clash in Europe.

is nominated there will be a merry fight among
half a dozen aspirants.

The Sifton “government is in desperate
straits financially and it will give a handsome °
reward to anyone who can suggest a method
whereby an annual revenue of $500,000 can be
raised. It has taxed already everything that
is taxable and some things that are not, and it
is at its wits’ endg to know what to do to raise
more money. If the province owned its own
resources, it would have some material on
which to work but it does not. Dr. Blow says
the province will not get these resources until
it elects a Conservative government, which
will be quite some time—and probably not
then. We have heard Laurier say that he

we have heard Borden say the same thing.
But neither leader has redeemed his pledge
and this province has been’ robbed of millions
of dollars of her birth right. It is one of the
crying shamés of Canada’s history and the peo-
ple of Alberta are not half aroused over it.
They should make this the paramount issue.
* * *

However, our indignation over natural re-
urces does not solve Sifton’s monetary trou-.
les. He has assessed the auto owners all
they can or will stand ; he-has soaked the farm-
ers all he dares soak them; ditto the property
owners and the real estate dealers; the cost of
telephones has gone up; fines for speeding and
other misdemeanors are steep; liquor licenses
are away up near the blue arch of heaven; and
the general rule has been to charge all the
traffic will s:tand. So now if any more taxes
are imposed ‘something will burst and it will
be little Artha’s balloon. If he could depend
on personal contribptions, as he could have
done a year or two ago, his worries would not
be so heavy, but his ministers and other hench-
men are experiencing a flabbiness of the pock-
etbook and are in no condition to stand a poli-
tical touch. So a crisis may be expected al-
most any day now.

X Kk ke

Early in the New Year; Parliament will
meet in"Ottawa and it is expected that it will
be.announced at this session whether there
will be a general election within the next six or
eight months. It does not make much differ-
ence to the Borden government gwhether the
Liberals take exception to an election in 1915
for the only matters that are coming up at the
next session are those pertaining to the war

these. For one thing, Sir Wilfrid Laurier
bravely announced at Montreal last week that
he would rather retire from public life alto-
gether than throw any obstacle in the'way of
the Borden government’s war preparations.
Also the temper of the people of Canada would
not tolerate any interference with the partici-

So, sizing up the situation, The Standard
comes to the conclusion that if Borden thinks
it expedient to hold an election next year he
will hold it, if not why the elction will be de-
ferred. And there you are.

-

publicity men of the province = will
meet in Edmonton Saturday in annual
convention under the presidency of
Andrew Miller, together with the may-
ors a number of cities and repre-
eentatives of the various boards of
tradg.
er

men.

The object of the meeting will be to
discuss plans for the promotion of the
agricultural and commercial interests
of the province. A feature of the meet-
ing will be an address on the import-
ance of rural development by J. S.
Dennis of the C. P. R.

While the personnel of the Calgary
contingent is not yet fully made up, it
is learned that Medicine Hat will be
represented by President Laidlow of
the board of trade, W. B. Wilcox, sec
retary-commissioner, and Mayor-elect
Hawthorne, while Lethbridge will be
represented by Mayor Hardie and
President Marnock of the board of
trade.

NEW RAILWAY SCALE -
OF RATES HAVE

Washington.—Scales af rates to be

5 per cent. in class rates, recently
granted the eastern railroads by the
interstate commerce commission, have
been submitted to the commission by
C. C. McCain, chairman of the trunk
lines committee.. To points interme-
diate between New York and Chica-
go, taking 71 per cent. and higher of
the New York-Chicago class rates, the
new tariffs will become eflective on
January 15, and to points taking a
lower percentage of ‘the-rates - they
will become effective February 1.

The first-class rates between New
York and Chicago will be 78.8 cents a
hundred pounds, and the other five
classes will be graded proportionately
lower.

To Canadian destinations the first-
class rate from New York will range
from 659.9 cents to 78.8 cents a hun-
dred pounds; and will be the same
from and to Itimore. From Albany
to Canadian points the first-class rate
will range from 44.1 cents to 63 cents;
and from Syracuse and Rochester
from 419 to 655.2 cents. The tariifs

rovide that from New York to all Ca-

adian points, via People’s line steam-
ers and rail via Rouses Point, N.Y.,
not less than Standard all rail rates
shall apply.

To points taking higher than 78 per
cent. of class rates on traffic moving
by way of Long Island Sound, New
London, Conn., or Boston, Mass., or
Portland, Me., a differential 8¢ a hun-
dred pounds lower than the standard
all rail rate is established, with pro-
portionately lower differentials on
tother classes.

WAR SUNDAY

On Sunday next all the. churches
in town are to offer prayers for the
empire at war and for the soldiers
who are engaged in the conflict on
the battlefield. This is being done
all over the empire by command of

George V. .

e T v 7 et
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It is also expected that sev-
members of the provincial gov-
ernment will be present at the meet-
ing, as well as a number of railway

BEEN SUBMITTED

used in making the general increase of

ve Centd the Copy

Striking Change in Military Situa-
tion' in the East—Fighting in
West Interrupted—United States
Interested..

Now that{ we have seen twenty-two
weeks of war we see coneiderable
change imy the tactics of the enemy.
The fierce preuﬁe exerted in Fland-

€rs on the narrow strip bounded west

and "east by the North Sea and the
river Lys, and north and south by a
ine passing from ' Nieuport through
Dixmude and the Ysger canal, with
the Channel portis as the objective,
has been abandoned.

The ‘vim and vigor of the Germans
are now concentrated in the eastern
zone of the battle to drive the Rus-
sians beyond the Vistula. Running

'from near the Carpathians past Cra-

cow through Ivangorod, Warsaw,
Thorn and Danzig into the Baltic, this
river forms a natural bariier which
would not be difficult of holding were
the Russians driven over it. Once in
a poeition to do this the enemy would
be able to send back reinforcements
to carry on the struggle in the west.
To crush one of its opponents and

‘then turn and rend. the other has

been the strategy of the Germans,
carrying out the policy enunciated by
Bernhardi. France was-chosen as the
first to be dealt with, in the hopes that
the result of the Franco-German war
would be repeated. Deluded in their
estimation as to the resisting strength
of the French aided by the British,
the Germans turned towards Russia,
hoping to carry out here the Bern
hardi program. But so far their ob-
ject has not been achieved. It failed
in two former attémpts, on the second
of which the enemy arrived at within
seven miles of Wareaw. In the third
attempt the Germans bave advanced
to within 30 miles of the Polish capi-
tal, but have not achieved at present
anything tangible.

On the sea up to date the prepon-
derance of losees in  warship units
rests with the Germans, who have lost
46.to the British 20.

Ahother striking change in the mili-
tary situation in the east where
neither of the contencGing forces has
been able to keep the ascendancy for
any considerable period is indicated in
dispatches from Petrograd and Vienna.
On this occasion, the Russians appear
to have won the upper hand.

The Petrograd war odice states that
the Germans, who have been pressing
forward in Poland have been repulsed
with heavy losses. In Galicia, the
Austrians are reported to have suffer-
ed a complete reversal and to be re-
treating hastily. Their defeat appar-
ently breaks up the manoeuver aiming
at*a combined Austro-German attack
on the southern forces of the Russians
which, if successful, might have im-
perilled the Russian left wing. Ber-
lin, however, intimates that important
developments in Poland may be ex-
pected soon.

Fighting in the west-has been inter-
rupted by a violent storm. Notwith-
standing this hindrance, further pro-
gress has been made by the allies,
according to the French war office.

Recent developments have given the
]United States a more direct interest
|politically in the European situation.
Washington has sent to the British
government a note voicing its objec-
tion to the methods employed in hold
ing up and searching American ves
lsels. Another question is raised by
;Germany’s disposition not to recognize
;Ionger American consuls in conquered
Belgium territory unless they are ac
|ceptable to Germany.

The French campaign for re-posses-
sion of its lost province of Alsace, one
‘of the first objectives of the armies of
,the republic after the outbreak of the
war apparently is making progress.
The unofficial reports that the allies
were shelling Mulhausen are supple-
mented by the statement of the French
war. office that the town of Seinbach,
upper Alsace, has been invested.

The French statement says that the
allies have captured the Belgian town
of St. Georges, around which heavy
encounters have been in progress for
some time.

WANT VOTE TAKEN
AS TO WARFARE
Washington. — Aggressive warfare
by the United States would be pos-
sible .only on approval of a majority
of voters of the country, under a con-

stitutional amendment proposed this
week.

NEED TWO THOUSAND HORSES

Toronto.—Sir Adam Beck has com-
pleted his organization of eastern dis-
tricts of Canada, which extends from
Port Arthur to the Atlantic, for the
purchase of horses. At the present
time about ten thousand horses will
be required, but this number, it is
said, will not nearly supply the de-
mand as the war progresses. It is ex-
pected at least two thousand will be
secured within the next fortnight.




