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JOURNAL O TIE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

To His Excellency Henny Prescorr,
C. B. Gorernor and Commander-
in-Chief" inand ovcr the Island of
Newfoundland and its Dependen-
cies, §c. &c. §c.
DMay it please Your Excellency,

We the Representatives of His Majesty’s Loval Subjects, the Inhabi-
tants of Newfoundland, in Colonial Parliament assembled, beg leave to
thank your Excellency for the speech with which you have heen pleased
to open the present Session.

We fuily appreciate the considerate tnotive which has induced your
Exccllency to asscinble us at a season of the year, when a short inter-
mission of our private pursuits, will allow us to give to the public
business our undivided attention.

The tranquillity that pervades all classes in the Country affords us,
in common with your Excellency, sincere satisfaction ; and we doubt
not that by the enactment of wholesome and salutary Laws, that tran-
quillity will be rendered permanent.

Experience has shewn that in all countries civilization has kept pace
with the means of facilitating intercurse; we therefore thank your Ex-
cellency for calling our attention to the inetliciency of soine of the pro-
visions of so importantan cnactment as the Road bill, which shall not
fail to receive our early consideration.

To the improvement of the Judicature, and the framing of such enact-
ments as will become necessary in consequznce of the }-l.s.xery Act ha-
ving expired, we will direct our attention with that care and prudence
which a duc sense of the injury which might result from sudden and
incautious changes made in Laws afleciing the vital interests of the ce-
lony must necessarily inspire.

Tite causes that prevent yonr Excellency from drawing our attention
more immediately to the means of promoting public education, are ob-
vious ; and it is to us a matter of deep regret that your Excellency’s
bumane and enlightened views on this interesting subject, cannot at
present be acted upon. Itis, however, consoling to learn that your Ex-
cellency’s opinions of the elements of {lic comaunity over which you
preside have been so justly formed.

We regret that on your Excellency’s assumption of the Government,
you should have found yourself compelled by the inadequacy of the re-
mainiog funds to have recourse to the issue of Treasury Notes ; and we
agree with your Excellency that the sooner these Notes can Le called in
the bteter.

We beg toassure your Excellency that all our energies shall be ap-
plied to a  sound and wholesome system of I'inance, capable, after effec-
tuating all possible retrenchments, of defraying the Civil expenditure of
the colony.

We thank your Excellency for having directed an Estimate of theen-
suing Financial year, and various other documents to be prepared for
our mfo;matn,n and, also, for the assurance that your Excellency will
he anxious to prevent unnecessary expenditure, and to enforce every
due provision for that parpose.

The satisfaction which your Excellency has been pleased to express at
having been appointed to administer the Government of this Island, at
a time when its independent Legislature is fully established, we hail as
the harbinger of that prosperity to the Colony which is the henevolent
wish of your Excellency’s heart. That Govermnentin which the people



