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‘Canada lies.

‘ THE CANADIAN MONETARY TIMES AND

-

impotting| that are at all .intcrested
improvement. It is indecdl quite possible
that, ('nl'léidtring Canada a8 a country Ly
itself, without
expense of enlarging the carals may be held

geographical vonnections, the
to be unwise and unnecessaty. No one dis-
putes that all the commercial requircments
of Canadajzie met by the St. Lawrence canals.
To argue jon a merely Cangdian interest
such, for mstance, as the depth of the Lake
Erie harb¢rs —is to Lmposc | limit in no way
to be rec »gh'lZv-'].
be eonsiddred, and all the iué-nlx wr character-

The whole question must
{ |

istics borne in mind, for the solution to e
]uut and right. {

E very nation has some K u'l‘ ular excellence
or product to constitute its f\n:xlr‘:, and ﬂn
developenjent of this Hpu'iu!it\' is the source
grain grow-

of mational wealth. - Canadais a ¢

ing country, and by the jrealth obtained
through its products, manufactures are year
The inferests of Canada
ingerest
Provincial ‘interests, and :\.ﬁ'::uh tiust be
considered. Provingkl peculiarities
nf (..lll-\(ld, are’ distinct frém those of the
nada ln no coal; iron

by year established.
proper ar¢ not Dominion s, they are
These

lwmr Provinces.
she does not l'l'lh'lf.l't ire, because it can by

imported cheaper, and the juillions of Can-
ada would never submit to pay dearly for
that necessary of life, iron,iwhich they can
now gdt cliea 'vl\'. 80 ﬂl'xij a few thonsand
1»001’1&‘ in the iron trade might prosper.  The

mining ojferations are gon: (.\.Iv limited and
not over [successful’ We may go through
the list, and we find that the wealth of Can-1
ada is in grain 2 ind lumber, and that on these
industricd all other sourcds of wealth are
engraftedi But we Lave still untouched the
real ‘-tll‘ll"th of

graphical position.

Canada. | It is her gco-
What aal and iron and

v

mannﬁwtyru conseqguent on them, arc to

othar countrics, Canada possesses in the S

» St

Lawrence and 1ts connectidns. lv_' the

Lawrenca only, is the high poad to the ocean

for the wastern lakes, and itdsin the develop-
ment of this route that tHe true policy of
As 1t 1s, the ‘\ Jland Canal «is

sul»lmrtul by Ame rican comperce.  Thus, in
lN'n,-, of .» 405 vesdels ].‘1~Sill': (]L!'.'H;‘.l the
Canal, 2,212 were American. And of vessels
passing from one Canadian port to another,
there are lonly 835, with a.tonnage of 127,

the | total tonnage bejng 993,935 «the
difference, of course, ]m.l"' Auicerican trade.
fecejpts for tolls

rgeeipts on the St

During this period the
were £172:480, while the

Lawrence -Canald were S60O72 only.  Isit

1.H\"”.‘“- to turn th.» \‘\(‘-'«"‘l‘nl {Zih; ] ‘}l'
St Lawrence / About enedenth ,f.\ f the
amount rjow reaches Montrdal,

If it bg a fact that vessels can pass more

cconomically and with gréater rapidicy by

in the

fim 1867

SU B

) _— .
the St. Lawrence to Boston and New York,
and if a moderate increase in the develope
ment of the St. Lawrence will so improve
the navigation that a class of vessels will be

construeted suitable to the waters, mu’
adapted to the trade, we may look to see thq
route followed in preference to that 1)}“1114
Erie Canal, the one othgr outlet. We havy
thirtecen millions of dollars, in round figuresy
expended on the St. Lawrence and W «-H;un‘
Canal; the net revenue is about half per cent,
The total revenue of all the Canadian canalg
was $84,665: surely some effort iq
needéd to make these works remunerative,
and the only effort favorable is to adapt them
American u'!unum nt.  The whole coun4

its atte
the Ottawa Canal is abandoged
1 roject. It has 1luicﬂ_\'
All that is asked is the improved

!.‘.\ is turning ntion in this direction]

1 .\l-x:n".-x.,
as a commercial
died out,
nent of the Ottawa between Montreal and
the capital, and as settlement gocs west, th:lq
the works necessary to make the river n..niu«
able, to promote gettlement according te lhd
capacity of the river should be carried mi
from time to time, as necessity dictatesd
The Gedargian Bay scheme is condemned by
eyery man who can understand a true coin{
mercial policy; after costing a fabulous sum;
it wonld be of bencfit only to Oswego, and i
in accordance with the inter;
Of the
it may be said that its influence disappeary
if the Whitchall Canal

The laicral cut to the Welland is a scheme uf

consequently not
ests of Canada. Caughnawaga Canal

cannot be enlarged|

speculation that the government never can
countenance. If there be any principle be
yond dispute, it 13 that the government
should hold the cmtrol of every foot of
\V hat, could be¢

than a private company

Canadyan water. indeed,
moresembarrassing
standing forth to interfere by an arbitarry
\A‘.'.\! e of tolls with the ]".H‘_\‘ of the LoV
ernment.  Iadeed, if such a power now exs
part of

at almost any

isted, 16 would be nperative on the
the government to obtamn 1t
cost. The

a position to a private cofipany is prepos-

idea, therefore, of ¢ranting such
teroms.  There is no one single public map
who could advogate it, that isgge#public man

backed by ministerial responsibility. The

onsideration of the Bay of Quinte Canal, is
a side 1gsue—a were distant measure of np
]-:'-‘\;;.u;:'l account.  The grou id, thereford,

IS} r_‘\_(:!_\' clear for « \:nnih::hun of the St.°

Lawrcnce.  The governumient should lose ny

tinuee 1 appommting competent men to' ex-

amine into the guestion, in gonnection with

the cities of the western lakes.  From all

that cap be a'nt on the H.‘wjl-r'.. the writer

1

1> much exaggeration as to the

ves ther
extent of effort required to improve thg river

iteell in its vavizble parts.

Take tle St..

NCE CARONTCLE. n

Clair flats for instance. The cost to the °
Province has been £70,485, and there is Row
a channel of 5,600 feet long, with 12 feet,
water, and 300 feet wides It is true that the
United States governient contributed to the
cost (Puba Work Report, 1867, pp.” 41 and
42.) An examination of the difficulties in
the livcr_wuuul soon establish their charae-
ter, and then tie quesiton of cost would st

once lead to the practical view of what ought

to be done. Then,” as to ngv:g;tion itd.‘,
the assertion that sea going vessels ‘cannot

navigate rivers, is one of these gemersl pro-

positions utterly without weight. To make
it of the least importance the reasons and
canses require investigation. Since the in-
troduction of propellers, the whole theory of
navigation has been changed. Moreover,
there has been a practical refutation in the
passages of ‘‘Her Majesty” from Toromto to
Halifax ; indeed, in the Al steamers
themselves, which sail from Qugbec to Mon-
treal, ’and if the channel were- appropriate-

“eould. equally go on to Chicago.

AllF the travel passing through Western
Canada, to'the ocean, will be of the greatest_
benefit to the Provinee. 1t is here that pas-
senger travel would follow the railways, ﬂn
Great Western and the Grard Trunk would
participate in the increase of movement,
while the Allan boats would receive the whole
of the western trade —passing from the great
lakes, to Europe, each year increasing im:
volume. The propeller running from Chicigo
to New York and Boston would be a. freight
boat. - The vessel running to Europe would
likewise be for freight; she might carry some
fe\\:l»:u.»tc:xgrrs.likcthcsailingve.elld‘o-dly,
but the halk of the trpfiic will take the lagger
Allan vessels, and deservedly so. It may be
said that every interest will be benefited and
that by the additional_gxpenditure of about '
212,000,000, the invested in the
Canals, and now unproductive, would be
made to pay a revenue yearly to increase.- -
Such is the writer’s sincere belief. Cerhmly
the Aumerican view of the case encmlm
this Jope, and yet mothing is done by our
own Government, in any way towards evem
an examination of the question,- Possibly
it may find a solution hereafter in political
causes, and certainly one of the modes to
force it upen public attention isTullyto dis-
cnas the subject in all its bearinga, s> that
the great body of the people may understand
} wlicy of which their interests de-
mand.  Sach have been the objects with

amount

which the foregoing papers have houn\nt‘.en.
vhether they wall work their

) ‘s
mly can shiow.

> y
i is again rumour-i tha! the Bank of M-

rea) has madecoveptares to the
Nprth America for ajalgamnation,

3
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Bank of Britich,| '/,




