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The Future of Commerce
Afti’r the wjr short ages—Control and Distribution of Imports—Export and Import Changes
few pot ht realise whet a revotai ira Uw war ha* 

broeght nheet in the world’s trade beg advanced 
thinker» IIh* Mr fisdaey Webb eed others ere ho 
gieeteg I» •perelel# epee its geasral atari ee the 
futur* of roaamere# l’erhape e eeeaeery «4 eeee 
f lheir soerlaaSoee may be latereestag l# We reed 

ere of Tbs Oetd* aa there le Utile do»ht bet that the 
ehaagee will eerie»»ly start Canada

The el ere see eesil.ee of wer here flared eel, eely 
ordleery rills»»» bet Uw saseefastarer» eed traders 
ef every reentry seder severe eed seer rest sud 
régalai too.. whether miners or maaafarlaresa. fer* 
ers or fabricator», e sport era or importers, wbeW 
wale or retail dealer», tWy fi»d themselves la every 
country limited by eeeditioee ud prohibition whisk 
ieterfere both with prwdla a ad pres mesa Nentrais 
eed belliegeewele ere el.is egeeled Maay ef tbeee 
iBlerraptloee ere lb# direst eed obvie* imamn 
ef military eed naval a| arallsns aad win 'eed as 
eeee ae peas# comes. ether» heweaer, ere deesleed 
le earrlve for » longer period.

There le e hcscdreet sads to the istenaatleeal 
régalaiio* ef cemmeree eed that which at preeeet 
sfpeera as eely »» I set re meet ef eetl may peeve 
the eely mease by wkleb lb# world aed eepeeially 
ike people» ef Berope eaa be saved from femle# 
The eyetero ef rvgalstioe which wer 
fare bee devised eed which Uw pri* 
epect ef starvation may eeeeeeitaW 
pisesrrtag for e lime, will eat die 
appear with the eed of the War er 
the wee Id shortage la the first 
place Were will hard le be a roette 
esse# of W# direel goverameat roe 
tret ef Imports wbleb is wow » 
comme» rale for ell eeeatriee It will 
be reqelred ie some coeetriee to prw 
reel wide sprrad eeemploymeel »»d 
went »»d ie ether matrice te avert 
ecteel famiae. It la already ieevlt 
able W»t there will be for eoaw tlaw 
after the war a world shortage, eot 
merely ia wheal aed ether food 
•tuflf. bet in almo.t ell the Important, 
raw material# The aggregate graie" 
harvests of Uw world hate bees 
gradually falling behind the weeds 
of the growing pepehstloe, eed the 
aggregeu world "a etoeh Is rapidly 
shriek .eg The seme coédition pro 
voile la regard te meet aed milk, 
eed livestock all over Kerope he» 
been vastly red seed In nembera

The markets of the world have 
keen swept bare of tbe sabetititioa-il 
food stun, aed tbe food eaportieg 
roe a trie, have censed to esport. For 
the Beat few years aeither Keasia.
Houma ms or lleegery will bar# 
more thaa enough for their oWn 
people. There will also be as eiteediagly sen osa 
shortage of the raw eraterials seeded for reco» 
streetioa and tbe reeumotion of the mannfaetnring 
prodeetlon, on which the many million» eow ea 
g*g*<l la fighting or wnr trades will depend for 
•ubeieteece whea peace come». There will be e 
serions deficiency of rottoe, oil, timber, hidee aed 
wool and the output of reel as well aa moat of the 
metallic ores has been seriously diminished. Of all 
eeefnl commodities, the prodnetioa of steel aldee has 
heea increased. To add to the difficulties, the total 
merchant ehlpping tonnage of the world will not 
stand at more than two thirds of the ore war figure 
and a* all the railways sad roods of Europe and 
many In America will" be ia a perinea stale ef dis­
repair, land transport everywhere trill be very 
uncertain and exceedingly expensive.
Oovemment Control and Distribution ef Import»
Confronting seek a situation all eeoaomlr tracts 

and ides* of commercial aggression or economic wars 
will disaptger before the pressing need of eatlooal 
self preservation. For many long months after 
peere romee the world will be la the position of a 
beleaguered .tate and to return te the enfettered 
scramble of private enterprise will be absolutely 
impoesible. No government whether belligereat er 
neutral will be able to abandon the extensive con­
trols which It hss exercised over trade or to allow 
the export from Its own boundaries of commodities 
whieh its own people urgently need. Belisnee on the 
law of supply and demand would he a futile policy 
and if mutters are left to tbe free play of eennomle 
force» sod the unfettered operations of selfish ie- 
lerewts. the result would likely be fsmlee on s large 
scale. The poorer aations, tbe poorer rlaewes. and 
the poorer families would be starved and tbe inevit­
able result, bitter discontent aad bloody revelation. 
In face of this problem some Européen governments, 
notably France and England, are making plans for 
tbe organiration which will have to be established

By HaapencW

le Internallewal trad# The etU
habh have te he pal ,e rati#*, aed the le terme I 
leeW central eeSehilahed both bf lb# ...Id a aspect 

ef the awemery shipping fa».line# rratiaaed. 
• s*ga ef the time». Ik* Bievetlve ef the 

■ritrnb UU party sehmtiled Uw feiWwiag era 
I •• M» fwriy ceafeveece * Aagaet loth, whieh 
they rev am w#ad #d ehoeld be iavovtasralod le Uw 
pee## levs» —

••That, ta view ef Uw pv-beMe world wide abort 
age, after the war, ef espaetahla food-staffs aad sew 
material», aad ef awcehaal shipplag. It a Imper» 
liv^ I» order la prw eat Uw -«at serteee hardship*, 
•ad eve» peraiWe famiae, la mw camelry * eeatber.
Ikal a a m# met ml. ------------ ------- .ha-l J hm - -*• -tbel systematic arranges, eels ebeeld he mode, ee'ae 
international beam, fir the aliaeetia» awl covey 
aeee ef the a.eliekie eaperiahl. aarpiraee a# thee» 
cemmedlllee b the different renal rie» la praperilee, 
eat te tlwtr oerehamag pew era, bet le their eereral 
priameg eeede: aed timl. with la rack aaeatry, Uw 
U*. era meet meet far MW ||« awialalg ,ta eoetfei 
ef the awat ledlepeneeble commodities la 
«er# than apprapriallee. eat la a ses

A fiararaad Bare katas W* hr his Panels sad

market awialy te the richer rlamee la proportion 
le their mcnaa, hat, systematically, le ewet the 
meet ergeet needs ef the whale eemmeeity ee the 
priariplc ef "aa tab# for aayoa# eatll all have 
bread. ’ *

Today the allied geverameete have eetabllehed a 
Commlmloa Iiterastleeals da KevltaUlemeat, other 
wiee an orgaeisntien for vietaalllng the overs sen 
countries It will hnvs to be continued aad eaetral 
roaatriee meat he admitted to Its membership This 
rnmmiesioa will have to arraage far the systematic 
alleeatloa and traeeportatiea le each country of the 
exportable .orpines* ef whatever good* the primary 
needs of all countries urgently demand Thera will 
hers to b# stringent International restriction ef 
trade nnd within eeeh nation the seme priaelpl# ef 
priority of need will have te be enforced. Capital 
and materiel will beve to be devoted to nbeeletely 
neceeeary works each as heildieg workman’» cot 
tag#», schools, repairing factories eed railways in­
stead of being devoted to mlllloeairce, palac*, aew 
hotels aad theatres aad enterprise» of smneemeat 
eed laxary.

The Orest Change la International Trad»
But apart from the pressure of e wjild shortage, 

the orgaalratioe end coarse of international trad# 
is plainly destined te fere greet changes. The boal- 
nee of tbe exporter has to a certain extent h#*e 
superseded end export trad# has become import 
trade. Instead ef reeb country relying on an ad*
,juste «apply of all aorta of commodities coming to 
it» shore» through a deaire for profit the pert of 
individual manufacturers, merchants and traders, 
rsch country has more and more made its owe par- 
chases aad fetched them home from the sceee of 
productiea. The prove* of traaefertrag the control 
of business from the country of prodnetioa to the 
country of consumption has been steadily going oa 
for half a ccetary. Tbe co-operative Wholcsal* 
Society of Great Britaia, now acting on behalf ef

the* awl awe half alllisa fa as I Ilea, has lewg taught 
le saws • few cow mi dttlaa U» ewe hosier le 

I «mark, its ewe cannais la Of** aad Ma set 
•hew* la Wieeipegi it hee lately tehee the seep ef 
keying lead le Weater» Parai» for the primary I 
pcedaeltoa ef wheal. The Bar»p#ea C»#pe»aiiv# 
w’hwlaaela fitcMita, whieh set* le » yeeriav #f Uw 
pepelellee, her# aimed y alerted ee à similar rear* 
The ssale aad maeiriaal eelerpnw aew gvewtag I» 
•••her le Isnpr aed «he Hemlalsai have gradually 
r Hewed the aew peiley aed da their ewe Imperil* 

Bering the wer ell of the bolllagmaal aeeelriee 
here geee straight te the i rodw.r aed 4ad» eeee 
•eea pwralaias fee the pabii* aasaeet The British 
geveraawet ha* arieelly made Mwlf the aele lm 
peetev ef wheel, eager lee, refrigerated meet, weal 
aad iarise» mriala the Frawh aed Itallaa gav 
re»meet» heea I*llewer «ta, a» have a*Irai slat* 
Ilka Swilrevtaed eed the Beeedleeeiea kingdoms 
The aeperweaiee ef the eaperileg astsktsl hy the 
importe# aed ef Ike tedivtdeel Import* by eeOe» 
Uva ergaalsatleea, whether of.» *o operative aalerv 
er ef a dlreet governmental a ha rant*, will .cell wee 
eflee the war la fera ef the nerUa el ill rial Ira 

*’« «he private capitalist» are terming to the 
seme reefhe aed II le praetiraHy a settled pnesipl# 

le Oermaay, Fraaee aed Orael Bril 
aia. that «he bwylag ef Ike raw 
malarial* we el red la varteae maae 
fa#terlag I ad net rise will her# keera 
ferth le he aaified aed raetraBaed. 
The eatravegaa## lavelred la the 
'«petitlee ef individuel pervbeeers 
fee avarams predeete res a* loam 
be Islerafd la Ureal Mrluia, far 
lewteaec, the maaefaetarara will hey 
fwm Uw seeatry ef pradwtlee ae 
■e»h ef the set pel ee they thleh 
fit aad Uw geode whether weal, Me­
rer, hid* er retira win he brought 
heme ra joiel erroeat eed rationed 
among the eeverel aetabllekmeeta hy 
a» ..racial eemmltloo, la whieh aet 
eely the employavs bat the trad* 
taira aed government will be re- 
prseealed. They will be sraaefar 
tared aed* elaborate arraagamaeta 
for coating aed a rtaasa audit of 
fastery arc ouate far rale at stand 
srdirod wholarals aad retail prtraa 

This awana the creation of a earlae 
of ten .Is a»4 how far raoh ttast will 
he eatoeomora and fra» te pleader 
the heipleae coneemer aad le whal 
trade» they will he eepereeded by 
that stale of muaicijal enlerpri* 
which le raaoivlag ee tremeadrae aa 
Impetus from the war will>depend 

lwt epee the reality aad crarage of the
rarioea democracies

Infioence « Tariff By ate*»—British Labor’s glaad
It le letereellag lo spornlnt# oa whal Ike sffwt 

of the* chaerae will be ra tariff systems Oraer- 
ally epoehlag I» Kerope the war baa threw» custom* 
ta rigs lo the grouad Oa the ether head It has 
stirred ep aatloaallet feelings te eeeh ae estent a» 
te inspire the Freteetleelets ef sll roeatrise with 
bright hope» of eerataal triumph f* their creed.
Bet the grnwiag strength of the labor sad socialist 
partie» la all Enropwn coeetriee le being msreh 
s lied égalant Fiscal protection lmet Augael tbe 
grral cnnfcreace ef tb# British Ubsr party adopted 
tbe fallowing emphatic declerattra ef *oa«l« 
policies: ' ‘ The Confer sere déclara* against all th* 
project# aow balag prepared by Impérialiste aad 
spitnlieN. not In any see-sosntry salir, bet la 

practically all cooat rl*. for aa Broaomis War after 
Veace has heea secWed, either agaiaet ra* * ethgr 

r against all foreign nation». Hash 
aa Fycoemic War, If bogaa by ear eowtry, would la-

CBabiy lead to rsprieele, te which each aatlos la 
rn might la self defee* be driven The Goaf*- 

ras* r calices that all aesh atlempte'at economic ag 
grewine, whether by ProtaeUve Tariffs or eapltellil 
treat» or monopoll#», inevitably re#»He la tbe spoil 
atlra ef tb# working classes of the several rooatrlas 
for th# profft of th# capitalist»; and the Confer#*» 
a#* In iff# alliance between th* Military 1st portal 
lata aed the Fierai l’rotertin»late la eey ronalry 
whatsoever eot raly a saris* daagsr to ths pros­
perity of ths mas*#* of the (people, bet alee » grave 
menace to peace. Oa the other head, the right ef 
sack nation te th# defease of He ewth economic In- 
tweets cannot he denied. Th# Conference accord­
ingly urges epon the Hoc is lists end labor peril* 
of ell countries the Importasse of Insisting, la th# 
ettttede of the goverameat toward* commercial 
enterprise, ea the principle of the open deer; ra 
Cwtoms Duties being limited strictly ie revraee


