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rame to a i.urmanent «leadlock, and 
|,'a>h«.d from politics on both sides .of 
the line.

In Ilf 10, however, Canada received a 
distinct surprise. In previous negotia
tions Canada had always been the suit 
or; but now, at last, a proposal came 
from Washington that representatives 
of the two governments should meet 
and talk over the matter of better trade 
relations between the two countries. 
The Liberal government at Ottawa 
probably did not receive the proposition 
with favor. It was generally believed 
in Canada that {lie C ni ted States would 
foe willing to re-open the matter only on 
the old basis, -free admission of Ameri
can manufactures into Canada in return 
for free admission of Canadian natural 
products into the United States. Thus 
the Canadian government found itself 
on the horns of a dilemma—On the one 
hand its old policy, and the undoubted 
strong desire of the farmers of Canada 
to get into the American markets, and 
on the other the certain opposition <«f 
the powerful monied interests and the 
Manufacturers’ Association, to any in 
terference with the existing fiscal sys 
tom. Senator Sir Geo. Uoss, who has 
never been accused of being ahx thing 
but a supporter of the present govern 
ment, and who has shown no disposition 
to leave the ranks since the announce 
nient of the government ’s reciprocity 
policy, made a strong anti reciprocity 
speech in Toronto in the fall of MHO, 
in which he used practically all the 
arguments which have been used in the 
present anti reciprocity campaign, and 
in addition appealed against the expos 
î ii « r of Canadian manufacturers to 
American competition. This speech was 
probably a feeler, designed to test the 
feeling of the country, and ascertain if 
the government could safely refuse to 
negotiate. The result apparently satis 
tied, the government that Canadian feel 
ing was against the measure. Tire 
speech was loudly applauded by the 
Interests and the Protectionist press, 
and apparently the government settled 
down into an attitude of do-nothing.

Grain Growers a Power
But mean while a new factor in Cana 

dian politics was taking action. Since 
the tariff commission of 1Ü0Ô, the oppo 
sit ion among Canadian farmers to a 
continuance of the protective system 
had been growing. -Four strong provin
cial organizations had grown up in On 
tario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and AI 
berta, whose avowed object, was the 
(dimination of the protective principle 
from the tariff. These had joined 
forces under the Canadian Council of 
Agriculture. Bv these organizations 
the reciprocity proposal was en thus ms 
tically welcomed, and when, in the early 
fall of MHO it became apparent tm.t 
action by the government was doubtful, 
they began to think of doing something 
to bring their views before parliament. 
Koderick MacKenzie, of Winnipeg, sen 
ret a ry of the Manitoba Cran Growers’ 
Association, first made the proposal that 
the Associations should /Unite in sending 
a large delegation to wait upon Parlia
ment, and present to that body the 
views of. the farmers of Canada. The 
idea took root and grew. Not only did 
the local branches of the farmers’ or
ganizations in the four organized pro 
viiices appoint delegates and contribute, 
the money necessary for their expenses, 
but in the provinces of Quebec, New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, where 
there were no organizations among the 
farmers, public meetings were held, dele 
gates appointed, and the necessary 
funds contributed. Long before the 
date set it became apparent that, the 
ddegat ion, which was doubtfully re 
gariled by many at first, would be a 
large one, but even those most -do-* !y 
in touch with the movement were nor 
prepared for the huge proportions 
which it. assumed.

On I)e<-ember I1010, there roe' in 
Ottawa probably the largest and -io » 
representative gathering of farmer-, iri 
the history of Canada. Between 800 
and 1.000 men were there, repre-enting 
'•very province of Canada except Prince 
Kdward Bland and British Columbia. 
Western grain grower- sat side f.v side 
with apple growers of Ontario and No* ,t 
•Scotia. Alberta ranchers rubbed shcul 
dors with beef rai-eps of Western 1 Or 
tario and dairymen of Quebec ami Fast 
ern Ontario. Kvery important phn-c of 
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