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HORTICULTURE.
(Under this heading all queetione relating to 

flowers or horticulture will be answered. I

THE OABpBN.

Taking it for
granted that 

the manure for 
hot beds is pro­
cured and pre­
pared as directed 
lasl week ; now 
proceed to fit up 
the beds withfer- 

materl- 
rials for your 
frames ; pack the 
manure (and if 
procurable pat in 
a few layers of 

leaves) into a heap, not less than 2 ft 6 in. 
high and at least 8 to 10 larger every way 
than the frame to put over itv firming it. 
down by beating it with a fork, as you 
work up, so as to form a firm wall and 
shelf all round. Having placed your frame 
in position, fill in 4 to 6 inches good, fine 
soil, half loam and half leaf mould, or old 
hotbed manure. Place a plunging stick 
into the bed and close the lights ; try 
temperature daily, and do not plant till all 
fierce heat has subsided. The bed should 
be of a nice genial warmth—say 80 to 85 
degrees. An extra frame can be prepared 
in the same way later on, and will be of 
great service, much better results being 
obtained by moving the young plants to 
the other frame as soon as large enough to 
handle ; and it will be particularly suitable 
for cucumber and melon plants, when the 
heat in the first frame is subsiding. Some 
of the things that may be most useful for 
frame work are cucumbers (“ Robinson’s 
Telegraph ” is the best), melons and 
tomatoes planted in 60 size pots or on 
turves 6 inches square, celery planted in 
boxes (“Henderson’s Pink Plume" is one 
of the best), “Earl of Wakefield” cabbage 
and Henderson’s succession cabbage—the 
latter for the main crop. Anyone fortunate 
enough to have plenty of frame room 
should plant “ Shorthorn ” carrot In drills 
5 inches apart, and small sets of early 
potatoes 8 inches apart every way, early 
breakfast radishes, lettuce, mustard', cressi 
etc. The earlier you can raise your tomato 
plants the better. “ Ham Grein ” and 
“ Ridgeway Perfection ” are the twe earli­
est and best English varieties.

Flower seeds may be raised m boxes 
placed in the frame, such as “ Asters,” 
" Marigolds,” “ Stocks,” “ Lobelias,” “ Sal- 
piglossis,” “ Petunias,” “ Verbenlas,” 
“ Zlnias ” and “ Phlox Drummond!,” which 
afterwards prick out into nursery beds. 
Never water your frames with cold water j 
but the water should be same temperature 
as the fiame.

It is a good plan to have nursery beds 
prepared in a warm situation for pricking 
oat flour seeds, small cabbage, cauliflower 
etc. These beds should be well In theeuni 
and a few frames made very light and 
covered with a cheap, thin tlfney will pro­
tect them for a few days after they leave 
the hotbed, till they have well established 
themselves.

All bush pruning muet now be brought

to a close. Much depends upon this being 
carefully done, how the bashes will be 
fruited daring the coming season. Rasp­
berries require little pruning ; the old can 
that died in November should all be cut 
out and the young canes shortened to 
equal lengths. Leave the best canes on 
on each stool, and only what are required. 
A nice way of training raspberry canes le 
to bend over the canes from each stool till 
they form an arch and tie them together. 
This causes all the bads to break equally 
and is easy for the picker. On no account 
should raspberries be dug amongst, but 
forket} lightly, so as not to disturb the 
roots, which should be close to the sur­
face, and should be heavily mulched with 
long manure.

Next week I shall continue this sub­
ject.

J. W. Webb.
Fern Hill, Boleakine Road, March 3.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Editor HorticuLurat Department—•] 

have several grape vines although seem 
ingly healthy have never borne much fruit. 
Would nitrate of potash and ground bone 
help the production of fruit, and what 
quantity to each vine ? G. C.

A newer—Nitrate of potash Is a powerful 
stimulant, and should only be used in a 
diluted state. The best time to apply It is 
when the berries are swelling. Ground 
bones are excellent, but should be Incor 
porated with the soil. In all probability 
your vines need proper pruning, and very 
possibly the roots bave got into a cold 
subsoil ; if so you will not make them 
fruitful by any raandre whatever, but 
they would have to be lifted and properly 
treated.

Editor Horticultural Department—
Would you advise cutting back roses 

this early, and to what extent would you 
cut out the old wood ? ' Subscriber.

Anower—I will write an article on rose 
pruning next week.

Editor Horticultural Department—I 
have some young fruit trees which are 
badly grown with moss. Will you please 
advise me the best way to take it off, and 
is there any preventative ? Fruit.

A narrer—Dust with powdered quick 
lime when the trees are wet. The trees in 
the fall of the year can be washed over 
with a eolation of lime sulphur and cow 
manure.

Mr.J. W. Webb—In your article on the 
garden last week you say, “A row of peas 
may now be put in. Plant parsnips in 
drill» well dug and manured ground.” Is 
it to be understood that parsnip seeds may 
now be sown f Amateur.

A nouer-Parsnip seed should be sown 
now ; early as possible. J. W. Webb.

FRUIT LAND.
eevera! »*ore blocks of land well adapted for growing large and small fruit, 

to tour miles from the city on good roarin' ^moofjhese blocks are all cleared indfemJJl 
with residence and out buildings afire-S,0^: he planter to net out hi* orohaK. thi

of k>wprioM.°ud the 
■eaaou to plant out your trees. a l“e

IV inn et t <6 Cooper,
«TROcwoEAvitrve.

Apricot* 1 “
Cmbarplee 1 “
Nectarines 1 " Web

sssafise-Ressr-"1”1
WINNBTT k COOPER,

U TaouNcn AvBXmt, Victoria, RC,

W. WEBB,
Gardener.

Open to 
day at hour. 
Road, or to r •AIM

E. C. PRIOR & CO, LTD.
■we Tools,

Victoria. Vancouvtr. Kamloops
WANTED

This coming season from MO to MOton*
All varieties. . j

ThjB Okell & Morris Fruit Preserving^
Wanted 1N “As­
solons Cucumbers and Tomatoes
Due to arrive In March ____ _

16 Tone Mew Maple Syrup and 6W*1

Falconer Vinegar and Pickle Works.
Fort Street, Victoria. B. C-

T7SE-------------------- ---
| I. X. L. Compound 
For Destroying Insect*. Doc# Not Fall- 
Spraying Pump* and Garden Tool» for **le.

Molles & Renouf. L-’td.. Victoria^


