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“HOLD FAST THE FORM OF SOUND WORDS."—SCRIPTURE.

Vorume II.

" Biographical.

MEMOIRS OF THE LATE CHAS. WESLEY,
ESQ.

Tng following perticulars of this extraordinary man are extracted
from the Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine.

To the Edstor of the Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine.

THE notice of Mr. Charles Wesley’s death, inserted
in the last number of the Wesleyan-Methodist Maga-
zine, brought to my recollection some particulars re-
specting that very excellent and remarkable man which
cannet fail to interest your readers. He was the cldest
son of Mr. Charles Wesley, and the nephew of the
Founder of Mcthodism. ‘The father was not more dis-
tinguished by his genius as a writer of hymus, than the
son as an organist. ‘The following account of his ear-
ly life, and of the developement of his musical talents,
was written by his father, and given to the Honorable
Daines Barrington, by whom it was published in his
‘¢ Miscellanies,’ in the year 1781.

¢ Charles was born at Bristol, Dec. 11th, 1757. He
was two years and three quarters old when 1 first ob-
served his strong inclination to music. He then sur-
prised me by playing a tune on the barpsichord, rea-
dily, and in just time. Soon after he played several,

-whatever his other sung, or whatever he heard in

the streets.

“ From his birth she used to quiet and amuse him
with the harpsichord ; but he would not suffer her to
play with one hand only, taking the other and putting
it on the keys, before he could speak. When he played
himself she ised to tie him up by his buckstring to the
chair, for fear of his falling. Whatever tune it was,
he always put a true bass to it. From the beginning
he always played without study or hesitation ; and, as
the masters told me, perfectly well.

“ Mr. Broadrip, organist of Bristol, hcard him in
petticoats, and foretold he would one day make a great
player. =~ . - ’

 Whenever he was ralled to play to a stranger, he
would ask, in a word of his own, * Is he a musicker ’
and if answered, ¢ Yes,” he played with the greatest
readiness.

‘ He always played con spirito. There was some-
thing in his manner above a child, which struck the

‘hearers, learned or unlearncd.

““ At four years old I carried him with me to London,
Mr. Beard was the first that confirned Mr. Broadrip’s
Judgment of him, and kiudly offered his intercst vith
Dr. Boyce, to get him admitted amone the King's boys,
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But I had then no thoughts of bringing him up a mu-

sician.

‘ A gentlemian carried him next to Mr. Stanley, who
expressed much pleasurc and surprise at hearing himn ;
and declared he had ncver met with one of his age
with so strong a propensity to music. ‘T'he gentleman
told us, he never before believed what Handel used ta
tell him of himiself, and his ewn love of music, in bis
childhood.

“Mr. Madan presented my son to Mr. Worgan,
who was extremecly kind ; and, as I then thought, par-
tial to him. He told us, he would prove an eminent
master, if he was not taken off by other studies. Mr.
Worgan frequeatly entertained hin with the harpsi-
chord. Charles was greatly taken with his bold, full
manner of playing, and secined cven then to catch a
spark of his fire.

““ At our return to Bristol we left him to ramble. on
till he waus near six ; then we gave him to Mr. Rooke
for a master; a man of no name, but very good-na-
tured, who let him run on ad libitum, whilst he sat by,
more to ohserve than to control him.

““ Mr. Rogers, the oldest organist in Bristol, wa«
one of his first friends. He often set him on his
knee, and made him play to him, declaring ehat he
was more delighted in hearing him than himself,”

To this accouut Mr. Barrington adds, ¢ What fol-
lows contains the strongest und fullest approbation of
Mr. Charles Wesley’s inanuer of playing on the organ
by the most eminent professors ; to which commenda-
tion they who have the pleasure of hearing him at pre-
sent will give the most ample credit.”

So perfectly was his mind absorbed in music, that
he seemed incapable. through the greater part of his
life, of directing his undivided attention to any other
subject. During his boyhood he received the rudi-
ments of a classical education under the tuition of his
father ; but he was only ablc to learn his Latin gram-
mar by setting his lessons to music., 5

He had a younger brother, of the name of Samuel,
who now survives him. He exhibited the same pro-
pensitics in early life ; and excited great attention by
his extraordinary musical compositions when very
young. As the brothers advanced in lif: they aequired
the highest celebrity as performers, and their concerts
presented attractions to the first personages of the land.
Their father cherished a full persuasion that music
was their providential calling ; but their uncle strong-
ly expressed an opposite opinion.

King George the Third is well known to have been
very fond of music, particularly of that of Handel ;

and- ag Mr. Charles Wesley excelled ulmost every




