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answered was in general terms, s» 
reply spoke not for the West only h*. I 
the whole country. The question L 
asked in what manner these ros& ^
American commercial interests, ths w. 
committee of the board replied that j|^ 
smashed pools and equalized freight^ 
the West to points in New Knglsad, «L 
American lines, under the Intir-g»
Commerce law, charged exorbités! »,
The Grand Trunk, it was added, lad!* 
the pioneer in the dressed beef », 
which American roads had discourage! 
the interests of the live stock trade ssf» 
commissioners, tinly in the case of p» 
able goods had Canadian roads dir#» 
themselves traffic originating in the 9t»
They had been “ among the first to » peddlers collectiu 
ate transfer elevators here for the pi» Butter Shii1
vation of identity and the weighing of » hot weather. 
in hopper scales as required by the
law, which is openly defied by some A» TOBACCO “
can lines." The strong compliment i* 8 
to the Canadian lines of saying 
“ have won the large share of basin*ha 
the West by uniformly just and eqnhfl 
treatment of patrons." The conclue»aJs 
reached that in the opinion of the te '1 
no additional legislation affecting Is j 
roads is necessary ; but that laws ihedh-fS!

manufacturing city of Lowell was also 
heard. Yhe Boston representatives were 
instructed “to advocate the interests of 
the city of Boston and New England as in 
opposition to the proposed change in the 
law which will abolish the competition 
which the merchants and consumers of 
New England now have through the Cana 
dian railway system." This interpretation 
of the object of the movement being car 
ried on before the committee the abolition 
of Canadian competition is noteworthy, as 
it shows what those in a position to get a 
near view of what is going on among Am
erican railway men believe to be the 
object sought to be attained. In the spirit 
of their instructions the witnesses spoke. 
They were backed up by the representatives 
of manufacturing corporations and by the 
representatives of the New England rail
ways, which have imi>ortant connections 
with the Canadian lines. How Canadian 
competition had operated was shown by the 
representative of one of the cotton com
panies: “ Until the Canadian roads got 
into New England." he said, “ the mills 
had to pay an arbitrary extra rate of 2T> 
cents per bale on cotton; but after the 
Canadian roads were extended to the Am
erican seaboard this arbitrary rate was 
abolished, for fear lest the Canadian roads 
might get the business. Without an actual 
transfer of it to the new competing.roads, 
the extra rate disappeared."
Choate, president of the Old Colony Rail
way Company, said he saw no way of the 
complaining American lines obtaining their 
objects except in the receipt of higher rates, 
which must fall on the consumer.
Grand Trunk got credit for being “ the 
pioneer in bringing about improved service 
and low rates."

In this contest New England does not 
merely stand on the defensive. She makes 
against the New York lines precisely the 
same complaint that they make against the 
Canadian : that these lines discriminate 
in favor of a particular port. The com
plaint of the New York railways is that the 
Canadian lines discriminate against the 
United States, meaning New York and its 
railway system ; the complaint of New Eng- 
land is that the New YSrk roads discriminate 
against Boston, Portland, and other New 
England ports. The Boston Chamber of 
Commerce, not long ago, made this com
plaint by petition before the Inter State 
Commission, but failed to obtain redress of 
what it represented as a wrong, and doubt
less felt to be such.
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Maritime Provinces 1 at a much lees 
rate than from certain points in Canada.8 
Facts of this kind to be per'ectly under- 
stbod should be set out in detail. This 
discrimination is a reality, and if on exam 
ination it should be found as serious as 
represented, it is reasonable to hope that 
some relief might be obtained. The chief 
complaint is at present made against the 
Canadian Pacific, its connection with Min
neapolis giving It peculiar facilities for do
ing the business in question at low rates. 
But individuals who, as part of the public, 
have contributed to the subsidies enjoyed 
by a railway, can never be expected to take 
kindly a use of the road which is, as they 
deem, unfair to their business and injuri
ous to théir interests.

our

! '

It is gratifying to learn that in the pro
of Prince Edward Island, Newvincos

Brunswick, and Nova Scotia the hay crop 
is abundant. This crop is to the Maritime 
Provinces what the wheat crop is to those 
of the West : and it is in the highest degree 
satisfactory to know that it is this year an 
excellent showing. In many districts the 
farmers are now well on with their haying. 
From Manitoba, unfortunately, the accounts 
are not so good ; but it is possible that be
fore harvest there may be a change for the 
better. In Ontario cereals are promising
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A passed to make the bonded system in 
tion with the Canada trade untram
Railway associations, of which snap 
were given, should be forbidden by hei 
they destroy competition and evadii 
law. Such is the testimony of the Ch» 
Board of Trade.
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INTERNATIONAL RAILWAY COMPE
TITION:

It apfiears from these facta that tl 
Canadian railways are by no meawis j 
out support in the United States. Ba 
the question were to be decided oe a ■ 
of relative strength, if the States fromiti

Canadian railway competition in the 
United States is believed by the managers 
of the New York lines to interfere with 
their profits, and for that reason they are 
desirous of getting rid of it. With this ob
ject, the enquiry before the Senate com- 

1 mittee, now taking evidence in different 
i cjties, was begun. The committee is in

structed to report any legislation which it 
may deem necessary “ for the protection of 
the commercial interests of the United 
SUtee."

The comjdaint of the New York roads is 
tbat'the Canadian companies doing busi
ness in the SUtes cut rates. From these 
premises the natural conclusion is that 

« those American roads wish to get an op
portunity to raise rates ; but knowing that 
this coarse would be unpopular, they deny 
that such is their intention. Several wit
nesses before the Senate committee have 
been asked whether the raising of rates is 
the mode in which the New York 
panics would seek to benefit themselves on 
the removal of Canadian competition ; some 
answer affirmatively and some negatively, 
according to what they believe to be the 
bent of interests they represent. For the 
removal of the competition of the Cana 
dian roads is by no means generally de
sired. In New England the desire for its 
continuance is strong and almost universal, 
and has found expression in this enquiry, 
through the representatives of trades 
organizations and manufacturing corpora
tions. The Executive Business Associa
tion and the Chamber of Commerce of 
Boston, the Portland and the Bangor Boards 
of Trade, all sent representatives to claim a 
bearing before the Senate committee. The
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THE MERCHANTS’ CONVENTION 
HAMILTON.

As the time for the Convention of I* 
chants at Hamilton draws near, tbi* ^ ^
suability apj>ears of choosing beforsti* p Tmen 
suitable matters for discussion and i* without breaking t 
Ution at that gathering. Whati.- 
is not fine-spun theories, nor yet * vl(jeg rvclpeg for 
and lengthy essays, so much as pi«** properly for such ] 
views u|>on the systematic and eom* 
conduct of business.

com
The New England witnesses had a word

to say for the Western States, to which 
they said the Canadian railways 
beneficial not less than to New England. 
But the West was allowed to speak for 
itself. The Chicago Board of Trade being 
asked through a special committee the 
question, “ Do Canadian lines of transpor
tation in the United States affect the 
commercial interests of the United States 
favorably?" thti reply, in the following 
words, must be regarded as satisfactory, 
from a Canadian point of view : “ Probably 
as a whole tljey affect it favorably, in so 
far as comifierce is favorably affected by 
having open to it as many channels of 
trade as possible."
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