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\ group oi birds whose services to the farmer
are not sufliciently known and conse juently not
appreciated, is that which is made up of our
native sparrows. Iven those much interested in

the stud, of bhirds often find it hard to distinguish
the various species of sparrows one from another.

I shall therefore try to help those who wish to
know the different svecies and at the same time
to consider carefully the economic value of each
species.

One reason why our native sparrows are not
given their just due as friends ol the farmer s
because that pest the House Sparrow is often
taken as a type of this group, and our native
species are accordingly judged to bhe injurious, or
at best harmless. 1 notice that a cocreshondent
of "“The Farmers Advocate’ says a good weoerd
for the House Sparrow in connection with the
attacks which he has secen it make on the Army
Worm. 1 am glad to hear a good word put in
“for any bird however had—give the Devil h's
due—but I am afraid that a few such in‘idents
will not offset to any great extent the  harm
whieh this species does,  day aftpr day
throughout the country.

The first thing to do in identification is to
mark off the House Sparrow from our native
S ecies This is pasily done in the case of the
niale as he has a black throat and bhreast, a
feature  which i8 not possessed by any ol ow

native sparrows The female IHouse Sparrow mgpv
he known hy her dingy grayish-brown crown and
the bufly stripe bhehind the cye.

Our native gparrows are all brownish, streaked
hirds and have cone-shaped hills., In fact if a
hicd has not these characteristics it is not given
the name Sparrow, The Junco is structurall,
more closely allied to some of the species of spar-
rows than some of thess species are to one an-
other, but it is not brownish and steoeased—ii s
plain dark slate-color and white S0 it gets an
other name and is called o Junco.  But the young
Junco gives away the fam v npelationship: it s
hrowmsh and streaked Just in the saane. way
the voung Robin and the young Bluebhird  show
the relationship of these species to the thrushes,
which the adults do not resembly at o all in plum
1 This fatt that the youny EF e resveal
relictionships which are obssure in the adults S
nuide o cood  deal  of us of 1 tracinr  the
allinitios o various prongs, both in animals and
P lants Pl vou ever s voting Cedar? As a
s e 1 lenrs livaves W hich resenihile, nao
hose or the parent teee, but those of the o
VMo peopd i1 1 he notics it at all, tale it for

Ot I and when 1voas tound with Ore 0f
thoe ca feavi s, wWhich resemhble the i i
o oy Liter on which rescemble the Cedar
i is Fadher a pazals In facte T oney ran acro-s
N O Coedar n g collectjon o press d [\«‘.(u
b b led Ivbrod Tetwern Whit Cedar and v

One ol the commonest ol or native sparrows
18 the Song Sparrow It oveurs througrhout
Canada, from the Atlantic to the PPacitic and can
Va he recoenized by s streaked hreast, with
o hlorteh n the centny, and th absence of
cllow e over the ey I'he student o hirde
when it feld us:s the ear abont as much as
the cxe in distincuishing different species I'his

particularvly true in the spring when hirds ar
meoull sone But valuable as this means of
recocnition ik, 1t o1s o one which it 1« alimost I
possible to ma of in print, for in the vase
WoNery Tew S do words or syllables  ojve
ity idea of a hivd's sonwe I'he hest we can do
m the case ol the Song Sparrow is to say that
the song heginsg on thre: hirh, clear notes, after
which 1t i8 a somewhat compiicated trill

The Song Sparrow is one of the casliest hirds
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to arrive in the spring usually putting in 'gp
appearance in Ontario about March 9th, and is
one of the last to leave in the fall. It winterg
rom southern l1llinois and Massachusetts to the
Gulf States.

Of the food of this species for the entire year
vegetable matter makes up sixty-six per cent.
the rest consisting mainly of insects, but (lurin\\:
the spring, summer and early fall, the time of
the year which concerns us in Canada most, more
than half its food consists of insectS. P’rominent
among the insects eaten are such injurious
species as weevils, cutworms, grasshoppers, click-
heetles, leaf-heetles, arm) worms, canker-worms.
The vegetable food consists mainly of weed-seed,

and the seeds of many of our worst weeds are
eaten in large quantities. It was at one time
thought that some of thé weed-seed eaten by

sparrows might pass through their dicestive tract
whole and thus he transported to other yfluces,
but experiments have proved that even the
hardest and smallest seeds are ground into such
fine particl s that subsejuent germination is
imnossible.

The Great War and the Great Peace.

And answer, bngland! At thy side,
Thro' seas of blood, thro’ mists of
Thou that for Liberty hast died
And livest to the end of years!—
And answer earth! F'ar off, 1 hear
The peans of a happier sphere.

tears,

the same since then
thee received a soul,
moved in law, like
mightier whole,
In that day,

Earth has not been
Furope fromn
Whence nations
As members of a
Till wars were ended
So shall our children say.”’

men,

—I'rom
Noves in ‘“King Albert's BooXk’
Belgian King and People.

“The Redemntion of KEurope' ' by Alfred
'—A tribute to the

After The Great War what? Of one thing the
world is well assured Ireedom will in the end
overthrow hrute force: Kkaiserism will not prevail
It is in conflict with the stars in their couses,
doomed like Napoleon at Waterloo because he
had “troubled’’ The Eternal Government of the
world. But who can forecast its ending, compute
its cost or calculate its consequences? What will
be its ultimate effect upon Europe and the world?

How will democracy, or the rule of the people,
emerge  from  the welter of raste and blood?
What spectres of anarchy will arise to haunt
guilty despots?  Humanity is payving a fearful
price for Redemption from the fetters of force
Are the shackles to be rewelded with greater
armaments and a more universal militarism to

I'eaceful
earth
dark
s the

culminate in a still more gigantic war’
Belgium has been crucified, the tragedy of
since (‘alvary Were the sacrifice in Vain,
indeed would he the future for humanity.

end draws on, statesmen and the public must
think on these thines and be prepared in a spirit
and temper that will evoke a settlement enbody
ing new conceptions of the =ociety of mankind
and its [‘tllYlu[:\

\s an augury of Ioiter thines to come we
have se:'n no pronounceinent irom wr.ter or Te
sponsible statexnan so full of hope, so prexnant
with sugpestion as the memorable speech hy the
. Tlon. Herbert 1. \s juith, the present honored

and trusted head of' the British Administration in

the greatest trianl of 1ts nohle history. The end
to he kevt clearvly in view, he declared, to he the
onthronement orf PPublic Right. Translated into
concrete termms, this meant, he said, first and fore
most the cleawring of the ground by the definite

repudiation of militarisn as the governing factor
in the relation of States and in the future mould-
means next, that

g of Kurobean

States, It

room must he found and kept for the independent
existenes and the free povernment of the smaller
nationalities cach with its own corporate con-
rousnes delojtion, Tlotland  and  Switzerlavd

and the Scondanavian countries. Greece and the
Balkan States—they must he recornized as having
exactly as vood a title as their more powerful
Heirhbhors—inonr oweril in strencth nnti
wealth—to o place in the sun. And it means
tmallv,  or it ought 1o mean, by a slow and
rradual process. the subs'itution for force, for
the chaos of comneting ambitions, for grou)nings
and alliance and a precarvious equipoise—of a 1‘.1:\1-
partnership  based  on the recognition of eqgual
richt and established and enforesd hy a cominon
vill \ rear ago this mav have sounded like @
topian™ idea bhut if and when this war 1%
decided in favor o the Allies it will at once come
with'n the rance and grasp oi Furopean states
nmanshin This beine what the allies are really
firhting for, their victory will mean the end ﬂ’{
militarisin and therefore the end of war and. 10
a not remote futume, the United States of Murope
Ihat, declared, Tlon. Mr. Asguith. is what all the
commion peodle want in all countries, if only thev
conld he made to understand the issue, he had
not the smallest douht These who do not want

it are men bhrought up in old and bad tradifions
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