
arrive in the spring usually putting in ■ an 
appearance in Ontario about March Vth, and is 
one of the last to leave in the fall, 
from southern Illinois and Massachusetts to the 
Gulf States.
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worth the price asked for it, as evidenced by the vegetable' matter makes up sixty-six per cent.,

the rest consisting mainly of insects, but during 
the spring, summer and early fall, the time of 
the year which concerns us in Canada most, more- 
than half its food Consists of insects, 

the insects

Of the food of this species for the entire year
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necessity of offering a premium, together with a 
premium which must lie next to worthless if not 
quite so, otherwise it would have a selling value Prominent 

eaten are such injurious 
class in order to species as weevils, cutworms, grasshoppers, click- 

beetles, leaf beetles, army worms, canker-worms. 
The vegetable food consists mainly of weed-seed, 
and the seeds of many of our worst weeds 
eaten in large quantities. It was at one time 

to the thought that some of the weed seed eaten by 
sparrows might pass through their digestive tract 
whole and thus be transported to other places, 
hut exprimants have proved that e en the 
hardest and smallest seeds are ground into such 
line partiel s that subsequent germination is 
impossible.

JOHN WELD. Manager.
of its own and would not require to co-operate 
with something else of its own 
be distributed to the homes of the country . 
paper which requires something more than 
matter contained in its own columns to sell it

among
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t hel. the FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE le 
published every Thursday.
It is impartial and independent of all cliques and parties, 
handsomely illustrated with original engravings, and fur
nishes the most practical, reliable and profitable inlorma- 
tion for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and 
home-makers, of any publication in Canada.

a. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ireland, 
Scotland, Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year. 
In advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance. 
United States, $2.60 per year; all other countries, 12s.; 
In advance.

«. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single inaertlo»p26 cents per line, 
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

A. THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until 
an explicit order Is received lor its discontinuance. All 
payments ol arrearages must be made as required by law.

$. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held 
responsible natll all arrearages are paid, and their paper 
ordered to be discontinued.

4. REMITTANCES should be made direct to ns, either by 
Money Order, Postal Note, Express Order or Registered 
Letter, which will be at our risk. When made otherwise 
we will not be responsible.

t. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your 
subscription is paid.

•. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In 
every case the "Full Name and Post-office Address Must 
be Given."

4. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent 
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1.00 must be enclosed.

W. LETTERS Intended for publication should be written on 
one aide ol the paper only.

44. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a 
change of address should give the old as well as the new 
P. O. address.

(■ WE INVITE FARMERS to write ns on any agricultural 
topic. We are always pleased to receive practical 
articles. For such as we consider valuable we will pay 
ten cents per inch printed matter. Criticisms ol Articles, 
Suggestions How to Improve “The Farmer’s Advocate 
and Home Magazine," Descriptions ol New Grains. 
Roots or Vegetables not generally known, Particulars ol 
Experiments Tried, or Improved Methods ol Cultivation, 
are each and all welcome. Contributions sent us must 
not be furnished other papers until alter they have afe 
beared In our columns. HWected matter will be returned 
on receipt ol postage.

are

ho expected to he worth much
The paper which sells on its merit

cannot
subscriber.
alone and sells readily is the one which is likely

It is ato prove most profitable to its readers, 
waste of valuable time to listen to agents hawk
ing premiums with papers just as it is a waste 
of time to read many of the papers so sold. Buy 

which sells because it contains The Great War and the Great Peace.
And answer, England! At thy side,
Thro’ seas of blood, thro’ mists of tears. 

Thou that for Liberty hast died 
And livest to the end of years! —

And answer earth ! Far oil, I hear 
The pea ns of a happier sphere.

t het he
matter which is of value to its readers.

paper

Nature’s Diary.
/ A. M. Klugh, M A

A group of birds whose services to the farmer 
not sufficiently known and consequently not 

is that which is made up of our 
Even those much interested in

are
appreciated, 
native sparrows, 
the stud., of birds often find it hard to distinguish 
the various specie? of sparrows one from another.
I shall therefore try to help those who wish to 
know the different species and at the same time 
to consider carefully the economic value of each

Earth has not been the same since then 
Europe from thee received a soul, 

Whence nations moved in law, like men, 
As members of a mightier whole,

Till wars were ended
Ko shall our children say.”

In that day.

—From "The Redemption of Europe" by Alfred 
Noyes in "King Albert’s Book”—\ tribute to the 
Belgian King and People.

species.
One reason why our native sparrows are not 

given their just due as friends of the farmer <is 
because that pest the House Sparrow is often 
taken as a type of this group, and our native 
species are accordingly judged to he injurious, or 
at best harmless. I notice that a cocres tondent 
of • 'The Farmer's Advocate” says a good word 
for the House Sparrow in connection with I he 
attacks which he has seen it make on the Army 
Worm. I am glad to hear a 

bird however had—

After The Great War what? Of one thing the 
world is well assured Freedom will in the end
overthrow brute force; Kaiserism will not prevail. 
It is in conllict with the stars in their com ses, 
doomed like Napoleon at Waterloo because he 
had "troubled” The Eternal Government of the 
world. But who can forecast its ending, compute 
its cost or calculate its consequences? What will 
he its ultimate effect upon Europe and the world? 
How will democracy, or the rule of the people, 
emerge from the welter i of waste and blood’ 

What spectres of anarchy will arise to haunt 
guilty despots? Humanity is paying a fearful 
price for Redemption from the fetters of force 
Are the shackles to he rewelded with greater 
armaments nml a more universal militarism to 

a culminate in a still more gigantic war1 peaceful 
Belgium has been crucified, the tragedy of earth 
since Calvary. Were the sacrifice in vain, dark 
indeed would he the future for humanity. As the 
end draws on, statesmen and the public must 

Our native sparrows are all brownish, stleaked think on these things and ho prenared in a spirit 
birds and have cone-shaped hills. In fact if a 
hied has not these characteristics it. is not given ing 
the name Sparrow. The .1 unco is structurally 
more closely allied to some of the species of spar
rows than some of these species are to one 
other. Lui it is not brownish a ad streaked — 11

word put 
the Devil

I am afraid that a few such in Hi lents 
will not offset to any great extent the harm 
which this species does, day after day. 
throughout the country.

*• ADDRESSES OF CORRESPONDENTS ARE CONSIDERED ' for 
AS CONFIDENTIAL and will not be forwarded. due-

14. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con 
nected with thla paper should be addressed as lielow, and 
not to any Individual connected with the paper. 

444r«aa—THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited).

London, Canada The first thing to do in identification is to 
mark off' the House Sparrow from our native 
species. This is easily done in the case of the 
male as he has a black throat and breast, 
feature which is not possessed by any of oui- 
native sparrows. The female House Sparrow mav 
lie known by her dingy grayish-brown crown and 
the huffy st ripe behind the eye.

Buying Papers on Merit.
"The Farmer's Advocate” has always stood 

behind the policy that all goods no matter what 
they may he—the products of the soil, or of tin : 
factory, should he sold on their merits. This 
policy- has been and is being carri d out in con
nection with the subscription department of this 
paper so that the publishers of "The Farm -r's 
Advocate ’ ate willing and ready to practice vvluit 
the editorial columns of the paper preach—a fair 
field and no favor and value given for every doll 
taken in subscription. If a hook is worth any thing 
a set selling price is named and that hook 
nlands that price on the market. If a farmer sells a 
dozen eggs at fifty cents lie does not throw in a 
pound of butter to grease the pan in which 
fry the eggs. If a sho - dealer sells a pair of 
shoes he may give the buyer a pair of laces |,ut 
never adds as a premium, rubbers to keep 
boots clean and dry in muddy or sloppy wrath -r. 
In each ease value is given for the money paid 
for the artic e 1 the Farmer's Advocate” works 
on the snme basis. It gives in a year 
two thousand pages of the best av a i la hi 
matter particularly pertaining to 
home life for Sl.r.O and does not 
books of doubtful value.
clq-ai) razors or any other side induce amt 
swell subscript ion lists, 
tainod in the pages of t lie lifty-tw 
out each year, in fact, many satisfied sufisml ere 
tell us they often get their money 
single issue and some that many dollars 
been saved to them by following our 
and Answers” columns alone, 
that

/

and temper that will evoke a settlement e nbody- 
new conceptions of 1 lie society of mankind 

and its relations.
As an augury of letter things to come 

have se -n no pronouncement from writer or 
is sponsible statesman so full of hope, so pregnant 

with suggestion as the memorable speech by the 
Rt. lion. Herbert IT. \s juith, the present honored 

is and trusted head ot’th - British Admnistrati in in 
the greatest trial of its noble history. The end 
to he kept clearly in view, he declared, to lie th* 
enthronement of Public Right. Translated into 
concrete terms, this nimil , he said, first and fore
most the cleaning of the ground by the definite 

is repudiation of militarism as the governing factor 
in the relation of States and in tlr future mould-

t hat

we
un- re-

plain dark slate-color and white so it gets an
other name and is called a .lunco. But the young 
■1 unco gives away t lie fam ly rplat ionship; it 
brownish and streaked. .1 ust in t tie same way 
tlie young Robin and the young Bluebird show 
the relationship of these species to the thrushes, 
which tlie adults do not 

This

a r

resomhip at all in plum- 
fav’L I hat I tie young often reveal 

relationships which are obscure in 1 li - adults 
made a good ileal of us- of in tracing the 
a llinit fi s of various groiq s, both in animals and 
| l ints. I id you ever see a young (’edar? As a 

1 hears lea va which resemble, no’
I rei lint those of the Fir,

at all, ta! it for 
w hen it v found with onie of

and

to
age.

ing of European States. It means next, 
room must lie found «Hid kept for the independent 
existent- - and the free government of the smaller 
nationalities each with its own corporate

Belgium, Holland and Switzerland, 
and the Scandana\iati countries. Greece and the 
Balkan State?—t hey must he recognized as having
exactly as g......1 a title as their more powerful

and

se -ilPne
those of the parent 
Most pcopl", q ( Rev not ;ca i 

l-'ir

con-
sciousness.away ov i 

e reading 
agriciilt vir ■ and

the eai lea) I, V I R. V\ llich

'i 11 1 iter ones which resemble t he ( Vila r
a p a//1 - In fan I may ran aero - s 
lav in a collection ol press il pi nits 

' 1 ly hrul Pet vv pen \\ hit- Cedar and Fir. V 
Hue of the commonest of our native

11 occurs i hroughout

le the

it i - i n i in neighbors—more powerful in
wealth—to a place in the sun. 
finally, or it ought to mean, by a slow 

sparrows gradual process, the subs’ it ut ion for force.
■ lie chaos of competing ambitions, for groupings

real

strength 
And it means 

and

addrequire 11 

worthless fountain pens, I a fie1 led
t ■ > for

1 lie va It y given is 
issues

con- is lie Song Sparrow.
Canada, from the \ t lantic to the Pacific and Can 
always he recognized by its streaked breast , with 
a blotch m the fenny, and the absence 
yellow line over the eye. The student 
when in tin- held us-s the ear about as much as 

■Quest ion ? the eye in distinguishing different species. TIPs 
■ s particularly true in the spring when birds are 
in lull song.

and alliance and a precarious equipoise—of a 
partnership based on t lie recognition of equal 
right and established and enforc-d by a common 

A year ago this 
It opiaii’ ’ idea hut

sent

of «<i 
of birds

won ill a 
have have sounded like 11may

if and when this war is
decided in favor of the Allies it will at once come 
wit hm the range and grasp of European states 
tranship, This being what the allies are really

end nf

11 st a tills to reason
But valuable as this means of 

it is one which it is almost 
■ p use of in print, for in the Case

a paper which gives the best in reading
-et«ginl ion is 
os-vil de I o m 
f very few 
ny idea of

lighting for. their victory will mean the 
militarism and therefore the end of war and. in 
a not remote fut iii*>, the United States of Europe- 
I hat, declared. Hon. Mr. Asquith, is what all the 

people want in all countries, if only they
he had

inmatter does not require to cut. subscription rates 
in clubbing offers, to sell three different periodi 

One, or to offer
do words or syllables give 

The best we van do
es

cals 
premiums.

at. t lie regular price of
Premiums and clubbing offers are the 

surest earmarks of weak-kneed journals of ques
tionable or little real value. If a paper is worth

bird's song.
in the case of the Song Sparrow is to say that 
the song begins on three high, clear notes, after 
which it is a somewhat complicated trill.

The Song Sp'arrovv is one of the t a”liest birds

common
could he made to Understand the issue, 
not tl)o smallest doubt. Those who do not wan 
it are men brought up in old and bad traditions
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