THE CHRISTTAN HELPER.

with the insoleut messages sent by his servants,
Sennache b proceeds to wield his pen against the
Lord God of Isrel. See 2 Kings xix, 14 ; Isaiah
xxxvii, 1014,

V. 18. Then they cried — " rather, ‘also they
eried." The allusion is to the 1t narrated in 2
Kings xviii 28-35. which occurred defore Sennac-

erib wrote his letter.”--5p. Com. To affright
and to trouble them etc. * Rab-Shakah
and his companions were accompanied by a strong
body of troops (2 Kings xviii, 17). If a tumult

ad arisen among the Jews who manned !h:n:.lk‘
a gate might ve been , the
Assyrians m‘:nd ﬁlo the town.”—Sp. Com.

THE MIRACULOUS OVERTHROW.—V, 20, 21.

V. 20. For ‘:ium On mcmnm t ‘:;::1
contemptuous a MOus  Wol ut 3
Hezekiah . . and . . Isalah . . pray-
ed, Hezekiah's prayer is given in 2 Kings xix,
15-19, and Isaiah <xxvii, 15-20 ; but no distinet
mention is made of the prayer of Isaiah; we hear
however that Hezekiah asked him to pray, (2

Klyl xix, ﬂ
“ 27, The Lord sent an angel, etc.
Here we have the prayers of the king and of the
prophet answered, apparently with little or no
delay, ** The adversaries had nr:km scornfully
of God. The answer intimated that greater scom
should overtake them (isaiah xxxvii, 22), They
had: boasted of their prowess and doings. That
prowess and those doings should be brought to
rothing. No threat which they had uttered
against Jerusalem should be fulfilled (Isaiah xxxvii
29-35).  And the event )'\uliﬁed the answer,
herib did not reach lem, and his cap-
tains utterly failed to do what they had boastingly
said should be done. Their vast army perished
in a single night,” and Sennacherib himsell re-
turning with shame of face to his own land was
assassinated by two of his own sons (Isaiah xxxvii,
38). Cutoff all the mighty men —to the
number of 185,000, —see Isaiah xxxvii, 36,

PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1. Whatever the enemies of God may attempt,
He bas them always in His hand,

2. In times of trouble prayer should be our re-
sort,

3. Those who faithfully serve God will find
Him a very present help in trouble, (Ps, xlvi).

March 24—Manassch bronght to Repent.
anoe—2 Chron. xxxiii 9-16,—B.C. about

677-607.
GULDEN TEXT.
s many as 1 love, | rebuke and chasten: be sealows
Luevefore, and repent.” —Kev. iii, 19.

This Exposition is kindly prepared for us by Prof.
Torrance.

CONNECTION WITH THE LAST LESSON,

Last Sunday's lesson taught us how the Lo:d
dulivered Hezekiah and his people from the hosts
of Sennacherib. The next in-ident of Hezekiah's
life recorded by the sacred historian is his deliv-
erance from a sickness which threatened his life,
In connection with this we have a striking proof
of God's lymp-l:;{ with us in the weakness of onr
faith. See Ps. cii,13, 14.  Notwithstanding all
these manifestations of God’s favor and the evi-
dences that Hezekiah was a God-fearing man, we
soon lean that he was not perfect, nor invulner-
able tothe influences of sin. See chap. xxxii, 31.
On the whole, however, he was a good man, one
of God's chosen ones.

EXPLANATION OF PROPER NAMES,

This name idently given to
his son by Hezekiah ‘in order to win over what

remained of the ten iribes, Manasseh being the
name of one of the most influential of these tribes.
See chap. XXX, 1-11. The name means **forget-
ting " and its origin will be seen from Gen. xli, 51.
"Fhe King of Assyria: Merodach-Baladan
was king of Babylon during the latter days of
Hezekiah, Hue{hh sought his alliance ; to for-
ward which, he showed lis ambassadors all his
wealth. At the same time Esarhaddan was king
of Assyria. Agaiost him Merodach-Baladan re-
belled and wis defeated. Esarhaddan then made
Babylon his capital instead of Nineveh, and hav-
ing learned llnlgmhh had been in alliance with
:he lprim;e of Babylon, he proceeded to subjugate
t also.

Babylon: This was the capital of Chal-
dea or Babylonia, which lay directly east of
Palestine, across the Arabian desert, and along
the western bank of the lower part of the Tigris,
while through it ran the lower part of the Eupra-
tes. Babylon was built upon both sides of the
Euphrates.  Assyria lay to the north of Babylo-

nia.

The City of David: 2 Sam.v, 7,95 1
Chron. xi, 57 e is much difference of opin-
ion as to the part of the city which was called the
Vity of David. There were thee or four hills on
which the city was built as it increased in size.
First the hill occupied by the Jebusites. To the
north-east of this was the hill Moriah on which
the temple was built. It is now held that this is
the same with Zion, and that this was the part
called the City of David..

Gihon : This word means a spring or stream
of water; but like all the other places in and
around Jerusalem it is hard to fix it. Some place
it in the valley of Hinnom to the west the
city proper, Others place it in the Tyropceon
vn]v vmh lies between what we have called the
City of David and the old city of the {eb\uiln

'he fish gate: There were no less than
about twenty gates to the city, The fish gate was
in the nort!

Ophel : A part of the city lying to the north
of the temple and occupied by the tes.

THE LESSON,

Our lesson contains the following points ; 1
Manasseh's simfulness, 2 his being reproved,
his punishment, 4 his repemtance.

1. MANASSEH'S SINFULNESS.

1. Grace is not transmitted. Many of the
Antidiluvians could trace their descent from
God-fearing fathers and mothers, yet Noah alone
was right in God's sight. Ishmael, Esau,
and the sons of Eli witii many of the kings of Ju-
dah supply illustrations of the same.

2 and thos : in authority may require sub-
mission to the foras of piety, but they cannot

pe men's hearts. ezekiah had carried the

le along with hiia in his reforms, but it is quite
evident they were no: sincere. Manasseh being but
twelve years of age vhen he began to reign, and
the wickedness of \is reign being immediately
introduced, would po'nt to his having been influ-
enced al first by bad advisers,

3. He was exceding sioful. (a) He intro-
duced not one fora heathen worship, but
every form he coul! find, The worshipping of
the of heaven, and the using of enchantments,
witcheraft, ete., point to the influence of the
alliance with Babylonia, The altars and gioves
for Baalism came from the Phenicians through
the Israclites or the ten tribes, while the worship
of Moloch was taken from the Canaanitish nations
in the country. (4) He had evecy opportunity to

w better, hence the vation of his sin. (¢)
He not a\}lI sioned himself, but he made others
sin, (4) He &u to death
He profaned the temple, the place of God's pres-
ence.

1. HE WAS REPROVED,

See verse 18, also 2 Kings xxi, 10-17. Isaiah, | REVIEW,

the Lond’s saints.(e) | 10.

Joel, and others were sent to him with direct mes-
“‘3, from the Lord, but all to no pur,

e Lord always reproves before He punishes.
Every man carries about with him a conscience
which cries aloud and greatly troubles the sinner.

T, HE WAS PUNISHED,

See Prov. 1, 20-33. Let the class read this ;
.l:l.ln Prov. xxix, 1. God makes ;.nu‘: clhrry out

s pu even when they think t are
Indepn;r:::“ “Among the IA:!-:"' The :rynml
explanation of this 15, that he had hid among the
brambles, and was there discovered and taken.
The word rendered *‘thorns,” however, means
a hook as an instrument of capture, or an instru-
ment for binding or leading captives, as may be
seen from Job xli, 2, This mode of capture is
alluded to in Amos iv, 2. From the context it
would therefore appear better to take the word
here as referring to some instrument of capture.

1V, HE REPENTED,

1. He humbled himsell, and greatly hum-
bled himself. The first step in coming to the
Lond is a hearty confession of sin. Let the class
read the sist psalm,  Also recall the prodigal son,

2. We must plead with God for the bless-
ings we require, See Phil. iv., 6.

3. In these ways God is to be besought
The words in the original, translated *¢ heu:?hl."
literally mean * o strike one's foce,” a
fer to efforts to soothe or please an offended
sarty. If it is true on the one hand that ** God is
love,” it is as true on the other that He *is angry
with the wicked every day.” Ps. vii, 2,

4. God was entreated of him. There is hope
for the greatest sinner if he w..| only repent.
Is. lv, 7; Jno. vii, 37 ; 1 Cor. vi, 9-11.

5. It is only alter we come to experience
God's pardoning love that we begin to know Him
in the proper sense of the term.

6. We must bring forth fruits meet fuor re-
pentance, and so prove the genuineness of our
change. This Manasseh did: (¢) By putting
away. (&) By restoring God's worship. ~(c) By
exercising his influence and authority upon them,
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GOLDEN TEXT.
“ But when they their trouble did turn unto the
Lord God Jurael, and Him, H
oy Rl -y -an im, He was found
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