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the body, a peculiar bow, a peculiar expression of the 
fa *e, a peculiar intonation of the voice. We are better 
without these peculiarities. A minister should in 
manner bo an educated Christian gentleman, that and 
nothing more.

Lot me strongly urge you to join a literary society, 
such ns,’ if you are an undergraduate, the Under
graduate’s Literary Society. It is not good in devel
oping the complete man to always discuss subjects 
nected with our special work. ' We are to be citizens 
as well as preachers, therefore, talk politics ; as edu
cated men and educators, discuss education. Be
sides. to speak in such debates as you may attend in 
McGill is the best of practice in speaking. We are apt 
to fall into a clerical style. This tendency is checked 
and stopped by speaking from a secular platform. 
\Y hen we preach there is nobody to answer back—at 
least no one does audibly—and one is apt to fall into 
a listless manner and argue carelessly. But, to know 
that every sentence is being noted by an opponent 
gives a carefulness and pungency and naturalness to 
what you say. Let one who lias never bi ,m sorry for 
many a Friday evening spent in No. 1 clas -room, 
stiougly advise you, undergraduate or partial student, 
to “goand do likewise.’’

In the above remarks I have taken for granted two 
things, which every educated man is likely to endorse, 
hirst, that more good is received from college life than 
is obtained from the text-books ; second, that a minis
ter should be something more than a theological 
pedant. And if this talk has been one of the better 
influences to the good end my wish shall be realized.

Ihe following version of “ l’ut a beggar on horse
back and he'll ride to the devil ” is, I think, the best 
of the lot.

VIII.
Th« mendicant once fnu his indigence freed

: teaYsœ ztsraas'i..And conclude his career in the regions below."

Ihe first of the above reminds me of the time when 
my elder brother kindly volunteered to teach me how 
to catch birds. His plan however never seemed to 
work satisfactorily, ami the coveted bipeds, fortunately 
for themselves, remained at large. 1 forget what the 
regular version of the third proverb is. Perhaps some 
one will kindly tell me.

.

*.*
The following which is a fair specimen of the length 

to which bad punning can be carried, is selected at 
random from a mountainous pile of communications 
received in connection with Mentor’s .ittle lapxu* 
pluma-. My all-wise monitor will perceive that I have 
already broken my promise and relapned into 
of Latin. This is the letter :—
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“ Who refused the captaiu beforehcr îu?? hen” 

do^a fS?iVe *l'm‘**‘ **e jeys he never meant ter, and promises not to 

Tor-Mkntor.Every Fortnight. V
Correspondents will be good enough to remember 

that this column is not meant as a receptacle for bad
(Correspondents will please address “ Critic, P. 0. 

Box 1290.”)
Last fortnight 1 promised to give one or two of the 

Pristine Proverbs for Precocious Pupils. As J said I 
in ignorance of the author. They were sent to me 

many years ago by a dear friend, when I myself was a 
pupil—whether precocious or not I shall leave to the 
imagination of my readers.

***

An esteemed contributor who signs herself “Iduna” 
sends me the following artistically-expressed thought :

“ Whatever study you undertake do not look upon 
it in a superficial manner, but learn to search out the 
inner meaning.

The true artist can tell if the amateur has copied 
only the tints in the surface of the picture, and knows 
if he has understood the colours which lie underneath. 
As the study of Art teaches us to learn the truth with 
regard to pictures, so in all our pursuits after know- 
lege let our aim be to seek and honour the truth.”

***

i.

II.

“ Decortications of the golden groin 
Are set to allure the iiged fowl in vain "

It has always seemed a pity to me that so few oppor
tunities exist for intercourse between McGill and 
Toronto University. The only occasion upon which 
the undergraduates of the two universities are brought 
in contact is that of the annuel inter-university foot
ball match, and then only in a very slight way. I 
had hoped that when our Athletic Association should 
have been formed steps would have been taken for the 
holding of inter-university sports, but it seems that 
so far the difficulties in the way h:\ve been too great

IV.
| " l*eouni..'y agencies have force 

“ To stimulate to speed the female

“ The earliest winged songster soonest sees 
" And first appropriates the annvlides."

VI.
“ Hear not to yon famed city upon Tyne 
" The carbonaceous products of the mine."'

VII.
o the feline race 
even a regal face "

“ It is permitted t 
" To contemplate


