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eternal son " Do you really try to ** let
your light shine before men that they may
see your good works and glorify our Father
which is in heaven 1" 1f ‘o, you are spend
ing time and taking pains for Christ,

WHERE TAKE PAINS FOR CHRIST /

In answering this practics
shall view it, with MecLennan, from the
point of view of the Chuseh, the Home and
Every-day work, with closing glance at the
needed preparation.

question, we

L In our church work

This is put first, not because it is the most
important or the most fundamental, but be-
cause so many regard it as merely incidental.
There are those who are reasonably faithful
to their duties at home and in private who
seem to have little or no conscience touching
their Church obligations. What is the
Church ¢ Ts it not the company of Christ's
followers organized for the bringing in of
the kingdom of God upon earth ! As such
it represents better perhaps than anything
else in our life, the thought of Christ touch.
ing the progress of his cause. 1t is, too, the
modern_counterpart ef the marriage proces-
sion, Christ has come as the Bridegroom,
to claim his bride, the Church. Are we
ready to go with him, or has all our zeal, like
the oil of the five foolish vergins, been fised
up ! Have we expended all of our thought-
fulness, enthusiasm, and energy on merely
private concerns, and have nothing left for
the work of the kingdom 7

2. In our home duiies,

The home is the place where character is
revealed, the place wheve the real self is dis-
played. It takes pains to exemplify at all
times in the little affairs of the home, the
mind which was in Christ, but it must be
done if we would live the ideal Christinn life,
There may be some members of the family
unsaved, and your spirit and conduct, Ep-
worth Leaguer, as a member of the (‘hurc'\.
are observed, and if consistent with your
profession, they have a great influence in
attracting to Christ unconverted members of
f‘uur household.  You are epistles in the
home, read and known every day of your
life. See that you honor your Lord, and
take pains so to do,

3. In every-gay work,

If we are fully consecrated we shall use all
the opportunities of our every-day life to
extend the influence of Christ an gst our
associates.  We shall be like the five wise
virgins who had oil in their vessels when the
bridegroom came ; in other words, we shall
have prepared ourselves to accept every
opportunity to go along with our Master
where he chooses to go. In our school life
and during the hours of recreation, in soci-
ety and in our numerous tasks of every day,
we shall bring some glory to the name of
Christ.  All of this we can do only as we
prepare ourselves by thoughtfulness and
prayer.

4. The needed preparation,

In the parable of the Virgins the lamp
represents what is outward, the oil what is
inward. - All carried the lamp, the symbol of
outward profession ; but only a certain num-
ber carri in their vessels, the symbol of
inward spiritual life. The wise virgins are
those who, being united by a living faith to
the living Saviour, have access to a fountain
of grace, which shall never fail. This is the
right and sufficient preparation of Christian
experience and service,

HEART TRUTHS,

L. Time i, needed in Bible study ; read
carefully and prayerfully each day.

2. Time is needed in Christian conversa.
tion ; open up your hearts in long talks to-
gether on the great themes of divine truth,

ligi peri and Christian service,

3. Time is needed in church d $
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make all church services prior engagements,
taking precedence over all other engage
ments wh er,

4. Time is needed in communion with God
and meditation on divine truth, seeking to
realize the presence of God. Five minutes
a day would not be sufficient to get well
acquainted with an earthly friend. How
about this unseen Friend of all men

5. Even if the foolish virging had obtained
oil from the wise, the light of that oil would
only have disclosed their folly. Al Chris
t duty-dving has to be marked ** non
transferable.

G. * Observe the implieation of the par
able : if the Christian has grace in his heart
he is always ready, though asleep ; if not, he
is unready, though he were wakeful and
seemingly watching. Not what death finds
us doing, but how death finds us furnished,
isthe important question.”— Lyman Abbott.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

By way of variety make this mecting &
question meeting (each member to write a
.[m-nnnu on the topic, these questions to be
dealt out at random, and answered by others
than the proposers.) For example : ** How
much tine should one spend each day in
general reading ; how much in Bible read-
in§ ! How much time do you spend /" Or,
** What pains have you taken in the past
week to build up your religious character !
Or, ** What effort have you put forth during
the past month to induce non-church goers
to attend divine worship 1"

PROVINCIAL CONVENTION.

The annual convention of the Ontario
Christian  Endeavor Union was held at
Guelph, Oct. 2nd, 3rd and 4th, and was
generally voted a success. Up to the last
day about two hundred delegates registered
their names, but the presence of Rev, C, M,
Sheldon on Thursday evening drew juite
number from the surrounding towns t.o that
the total attendance was about 350,

On the first day some discussion took place
concerning the present condition and future
rn-upectu of Christian Endeavor. Rev, W,

t. Meln Preshyterian, of Elora, spoke
on the **Social side of Christian Endeavor.”
He argued for the extension of the work on
broader lines, and believed that the oppor-
tunity should be afforded for the considera-
tion of literary, social and historical ques-
tions.

Rev. D. M. Steele, Preshyterian, of Ta
stock, discussed the ** Literary Side of Chri
tian Endeavor.” He believed that the wane
of the Society was largely due to the lack of
mental food.

Mr. William Shaw.
discussion, declared

of Boston, who led the
did not for a mon

y, taking it the
world over, The last three years hac been
f]'e.m of dearth in our churches, whi' - they
nd been years of great material pros;erity
The spiritual life had been ebbing away, yet
rmm-m said the Endeavor Societies were the
st to feel this going back. Their zeal flag-
ged because they had lost their grip on God
and on spiritual life, What endeavorers
wanted was a prayer meeting that should he
led by the Holy Ghost, that would bring the
young people into touch with the unseen and
give them a spiritual life that would enable
them to go out and grapple with those other
problems.

Rev. Geo. 8. Clendenning, of Brockville,
declared that the decline of the Endeavor
Societies was due to the fact that the pro-
grammes did not develop the hrain power of
the mewbers. They needed instruction, and
perhaps one of the best spiritual exercises
would be some of the master-pieces of poetry
in the Bible and out of it. The meetings
were too narrow,

In m&mmling to the welcomes on hehalf
of the del Rev. W. F. Wilson of

EPWORTH ERA.
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Wesley Methodist Church, Hawilton, said it
was the duty of endeavarers to show forth
Christ,  Their duty was to show that they
loved the home better than the saloon, the
church better than the theatre, the athlete
better than the gambler, and the Bible bester
than the novel.  They represented an organ
ization which was very much alive, for in
this world there were nearly three and o
half willions who had consecrated themselves
under the banner of Christian
and in Canada nearly one hundred t

Rev. J. W. Gmham, B.A
quently on *The Young Man Problem.”
Rev. Ehnore Harris took for his subject,
“Fruit Bearing,” and Rev. W. F. Wilson
discussed the ** Power of Personality,” in u
stirring speech

Dublin Street Methodist Church was fairly
well filled by those who attended the Metho.
dist rally. " Rev. Dr. Ross occupie
chair, and the principal speaker was Rev.
8. J. Allin, of London, who chose for his
subject, **Prospect and Retrospect He
defined the aims of the Christian Endeavor
mov t a8 : Deeper Christian life, greater
usefulness, loyalty to the church, intellec-
tual culture, and greater socinbility. He
frankly admitted that the Christian Endeavor
cause was not the success it might be, but
thought that the weeding out of many mem
bers would eliminate those who joined only
for fun and **bunfeeds " and leave the solid
earnest workers, who would build the society
on a solid foundat

A ronnd table conference followed con-
ducted by Mr. W. H. Kerr, editor of the
Brussels” Post. The subject was **T venty
Queries about our Work,"” the questions cov-
ering all branches of committee work,

The achievements, present position, and
significance of missionary movements nong
the young people throughout the world was
the subject of the first paper taken up at this
morning's business session by Rev. Geo. 8.
Clendinnen, of Brockville,, The speaker
referred to the various movements at present
in the world for missionary effort among
young people,  Especial mention was made
of the Students’ Volunteer Movement,
which the speaker termed a perfect citadel
for Christ smongst the colleges and univer-
sities of the world. The Canadian portion
of this movement, the “ Forward Move.
ment” was gone into with some detail,

Great crowds assembled on the closing
evening to hear Rev. C. M, Sheldon. Chal
mers and Norfolk Street Churches were hoth
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At Norfolk Street Church, Rev. W. G,

Howson  deliver

1 an eloquent address on
“The Golden Age,” and Rev. Mr. Sheldon
spoke on “The Open Do in which he
referred to the many opportunities of use-
fulness that are now opening up to young
In a simple, conversational” way,
without any attempt at eloquence, he appeal-
ed to his hearers to do something for their
Lord and Master.

The junior part of the programme was
most_enjoyable. Rev. G. F. Salton, of
Hamilton, gave an interesting address to the
s at Norfolk Street Church, and a
v banquet was held at the Congrega
tional Church, followed by a Conference,

The lust business session of the convention
was held on Thursday afternoon.  The follow-
ing officers were elected : President, Rev 3
Henderson (Preshyterian), Hensall ; Viee
Presidents, Rev. A. Graham. of Laneaster,
Rev. A. Moore Hamilton ; Mr. C. J.

of Toronto ; Mr. J.J. Wightman,
of Maxville, Rev. R. J. M. Glassford of
Guelph ; Secretary Treasurer, Mr. A, T.
Cooper, of Clinton ; Editor, Rev. Dr. Dick-
son, of Galt, Junior Superintendent, Miss
8. M. Whitworth, of Brockville ; Councillors:
western, Mr. H. Bird, of Mandaumin ; cen-
tral, Mr. 8. J. Dunean Clark, of Toronto ;
eastern, Dr, V. H. Lyon, of Ottawa. Brock-
ville was selected “as the next place of
meeting,
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