
14 THE CHOICE OF A WIFE.

I

un.nariy you. It is better not to make the mis-
take than to attempt its coiTection. But men
a.na women do not reveal all their characteriatica
till after man-iage, and how are you to avoid
committing the fatal blunder ? There is only one
Being in the universe who can tell you whom to
choose, and that is the Lord of Paradise. He
made F.ve for Adam/ and Adam for Eve, and both
for each other. Adam had not a largo group of
women from whom to select his wife, but it is
fortunate, judging from some mistakes which
she afterward made, that it was Eve or nothing.
There is in all the world some one who was

made for you, as certainly as Eve was made for
Adam. All sorts of mistakes occur because Eve
was made out of a rib from Adam's side. No-
body knows which of his twenty-four ribs was
taken for the nucleus. If you depend entirely
upoji yourself in the selection of a wife, there are
twenty-three po.isibilities to one that you will
select the wrong rib. By the fate of Ahab, whose
wife induced him to steal ; by the fate of Mac-
beth, whose wife pushed him into massacre

; by
the fate of James Ferguson, the phUosopher,
whose wife entered the room, while he was
lecturing and willfuUy upset his astronomical ap.
paratus, so that he turned to the audience and
said, "Ladies and gentlemen, I have the misfor-
tune to be married to this woman"; by the fate of
Bulwer, the novelist, whose w^ie's temper was so
mcompatible that he furnisned her a beautiful
house near London and withdrew from her com-
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